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Literature Review

 The presence of racial disproportionality for children of color in child welfare is well

Discussion

Research Questions

 How stable is the racial and ethnic self-identification of youth in foster care over

cial/ethnic identity over time.

time?

documented.

 While research exists about racial identity and fluidity for some groups, there is currently no

 To what extent does child welfare’s racial/ethnic designation for a youth match the
young person’s self-report?

literature on this topic for foster youth.

 Youth in care may lose connections to their culture through the residential instability of foster
care and spend less time with those in their family and community.

 While there are specific guidelines for child welfare (45 CFR 1355) and schools (Standards for
the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity) regarding categorizing youth of color,
no research exists examining the concordance of youth self-identification and agency

 There is initial evidence that nearly 20% of youth in foster care will report fluidity of their ra-

 To what extent does the school’s racial/ethnic designation for a youth match the
young person’s self-report?

To what extent are the racial/ethnic classifications used by school and child welfare

 Late identification or misidentification of children and youth in child welfare, particularly Native American young people, has negative implications as opportunities for culturally appropriate services and foster placements might be missed.

 ICWA finding…..
 Evidence from this study suggest racial disproportionality is underreported when child welfare
records are compared with youth self-report and school records.

similar?

 Results suggest a shift from the practice of cultural competence to cultural humility to
strengthen service provision and provide more concordance between youth and families’ selfreports and agency data.

categorization.

 Positive racial identity is connected to well-being and buffering negative effects of
racism an d discr im ination w hile misclassification can lead to poorer mental health
outcomes for som e gr ou ps, especially Native Am er ican you th.

Methods

 Secondary data analysis of My Life RTC
 Racial/ethnic categories across all three data sets were in alignment with “Standards for the
Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity”

 Participants responses collected from baseline and one-year term assessments
 Child welfare and school data was collected from the agencies respective electronic databases
Sample
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Kappa =.45; moderate agreement between youth and child welfare
Kappa= .51; moderate agreement between youth and schools
Kappa= .56; moderate agreement between school and child welfare
Discordance between self-report of Native youth and child welfare was 90%
Youth-child welfare discordance was 96% for multi-racial youth
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