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TRANSITION POLICIES AFFECTING SERVICES TO
YOUTH WITH SERIOUS EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCES

INTRODUCTION

Over the past 15 years major progress has been made in gaining access to
mainstream services for children with disabilities. Access to a free and appropriate
education for all children with disabilities was achieved after legislation was passed
in most states and then at the federal level (Public Law 94-142) mandating that schools
provide educational services to all youth (Rusch & Phelps, 1987). Legal access to
education was followed by access to vocational training and employment services
through additional significant and far reaching federal legislation (Public Law 98-527
and Public Law 98-524). Despite the efforts of policymakers, professionals and
advocacy groups, however, youth with disabilities still face major economic and
lifestyle barriers as they make the transition from childhood and child-focused
services into adult roles.

As efforts to smooth the transition from childhood to adulthood are developed,
the role that state level policy can play in improving transition services should not be
underestimated. As Johnson, Bruininks and Thurlow (1987) suggest, federal policy has
set a general course of action, painted in broad strokes. State policy can reaffirm this
general course of action and also answer specific questions about the mechanisms
unique to the state that will support implementation of appropriate transition services
for all children with disabilities. In this paper, transition services for children with
serious emotional disorders are examined, with an emphasis on state level policy.

The national movement that has increased public awareness of transition issues
has only partially met the needs of youth with serious emotional disturbances.
Children with emotional disorders represent a small portion of students with
disabilities in the educational system, comprising less than nine percent of those
served in special education (U.S. Department of Education, 1988, pg 9). Within
schools, these children may be inconsistently assessed as having behavior disorders or
learning disabilities as well as having emotional disabilities. Since they may have
more than one disability that affects learning, they suffer because multiple labels are
not acknowledged. Many children with serious emotional disorders are not in the
school system at all because they have dropped out, been expelled, or are living in a
residential facility or psychiatric hospital. For some parents and professionals, the
hope of an eventual cure delays planning for the transition into adult life.

The purpose of this monograph is to examine the ways in which state level
policies (i.e. formal action taken at the state level) have facilitated the orderly
planning and delivery of transition services for youth with serious emotional
disorders. For the most part, state level policies have been heavily influenced by
federal policy. Three public laws are useful as background to this document. Public
Law 98-199, The Education of the Handicapped Act Amendments of 1983 provides for
secondary education and transition services for youth with disabilities between the
ages of twelve and twenty-two. Public Law 98-527, The Developmental Disabilities Act
of 1984, adds employment related activities as a new priority service for agencies
administering developmental disabilities funds. Public Law 98-524, The Vocational Act
of 1984 or Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act mandates that students with
disabilities and their parents be informed of vocational education opportunities
available in school one year prior to the provision of vocational education services or



by the ninth grade. It also assures that students with disabilities have equal access to
services through vocational education (Idaho Department of Education, 1986). Some
states provided transition oriented services prior to 1983, and a few had interagency
agreements or state legislation prior to the passage of federal legislation. Most state
legislation, however, is in response to the mandate of federal law.

APPROACH

We began our search for written transition policies by calling the staff person
tesponsible for children’s mental health services in each state. This individual
sometimes provided the information and sometimes referred us to another state
department. State personnel were asked to send a copy of written policy for analysis,
from which we prepared a summary that was returned to the state contact person for
review and comment during the summer of 1988.

While almost all states responded, either sending a copy of the policy or
informing us that no policy existed, it is possible that some policies may have been
overlooked. As this survey was an attempt to gather examples of state transition
policies, no consistent follow-up procedures were implemented when states did not
respond to our initial contact or when the information provided was judged
inappropriate for inclusion in this document.

The policies discussed here represent a broad range of policy products and a
variety of worthwhile ideas for planning transition services. Policies that directly
address transition planning and services for youth are included as well as a sampling
of more general policies aimed at improving specific aspects of the children’s mental
health systems.

‘ The first part of this monograph identifies the states included in the sample,
describes the categories of policies that have been identified and the way in which
each category supports transition planning for youth with serious emotional
disabilities. The first four categories address the issue of transition directly. The last
two describe state level policies that do not address transition directly but have been
used as a vehicle for ensuring transition planning. Part II discusses the nine
components necessary for a comprehensive transition policy that supports the needs of
youth with serious emotional disabilities. Part III contains a summary of the
transition policies collected from seventeen states and copies of the policy documents.



PART I
TYPES OF STATE LEVEL POLICIES

The state level policies reviewed for this study are categorized at two levels.
First, policies are categorized as either legislative acts or interagency agreements. We
identified four states with interagency agreements only, eight states with legislation
only, and five states that have both legislation and interagency agreements related to
transition issues. Table 1 displays this information.

- Table 1
Types of Transition Policies Found

State Legislative Acts Interagency Agreement
Alabama X
Alaska X
Arizona X
California | - X

Colorado X
Delaware X

Illinois X

Kansas X

Maine X

Maryland X X
Massachusetts X X
Minnesota X X
New York .X

Ohio X X
South Carolina X

Tennessee X

Washington X X




The second level of categorization divides the policies reviewed according to
the content of the document or the way in which it approached the issue of transition.
Six different categories of documents were identified and each will be discussed in
turn. Table 2 identifies the six categories and lists the names of several states whose
policies exemplify the category.

N

Table 2
Categories of Policy Content

Category ‘ Examples

Directly Addresses Transition Planning

Policies Requiring Transition Planning Maryland, Colorado,
for All Children with Disabilities Kansas, New York
Policies Creating a Separate Entity ' Maine, Massachusetts

at the State level for Coordination of Minnesota

Transition Services Across Divisions

Policies Requiring Interdepartmental
Cooperation to Prepare a State Illinois, Washington
Plan on Transition

Policies Establishing Programs
to Provide Transition Delaware
Services Directly

Supportive to Transition Planning

Policies Providing for Interagency Ohio, Massachusetts
Coordination About the Needs of Alaska, Arizona
Children in General Tennessee

Policies Establishing a Comprehensive California
System of Mental Health Services South Carolina

for Children

The most frequently identified state level policies defined a planning process
for the transition of children with disabilities through the use of the an
Individualized Educational Program (IEP) or a similar mechanism at the local level.
These policies generally were developed as a result of Public Law 98-199 (1983) and
most often exist as legislation. Examples of such policies are found in Maryland,
Colorado, Kansas and New York.

The Maryland legislation requires local representatives of three divisions within
the Department of Education to work cooperatively to develop and implement
transition plans for each child with a disability. Considerable emphasis is placed on
preparing and transitioning youth into supported employment opportunities. The



transition legislation is augmented by three interagency agreements that include other
departments in the development and use of supported work opportunities.

Colorado’s Inter-Agency Transition Policy addresses youth transitions from
school to adult life. This transition planning process is a part of the IEP process and
is initiated by the local schools. Each community is responsible to develop a local
coalition of agencies and establish local interagency agreements to support the
transition plans of individual youth. The process is available to any child with a
disability and is automatically initiated through the IEP process. Considerable
attention is given to preparing youth for work and teaching functional life skills to
those who need such instruction.

Legislation in Kansas provides an example of policy that does not tie transition
services to the special education classroom. Although the process is initiated by the
local education authority, the Secretary of Social and Rehabilitation Services is
directed to prepare transitional plans for youth whose entitlement to services through
special education will terminate in the next two years. One of the weaknesses in this
legislation is the clause that requires transition planning to be done only if staffing
and resources are available.

A series of New York laws specify procedures for initiating transition planning
for children with emotional disabilities beginning at age fifteen if in the public school
system or age eighteen if placed out-of-state or in other care facilities. The process
can be initiated by either the local education authority or a social service agency. The
responsibility for transition planning is typically given to the relevant adult serving
system.

Policies Creating A T Entity ‘At The State Level For rdination Of
Transition Services Across Divisions :

Another way of ensuring that services from different divisions are coordinated
for children is to create a new state level unit comprised of representatives from
existing units. These interdepartmental groups may have their own budgets, staff or
supervisory responsibility for contributed staff. Maine provides an outstanding
example of this approach. The 1986 Transition Coordination Act establishes an
interdepartmental Committee on Transition. This Committee includes representatives
from several state departments as well as parent/consumer representatives and service
provider representatives. The Committee on Transition is authorized to select and
fund pilot transition projects throughout the state and to develop a statewide service
delivery model. :

Massachusetts’ "Turning 22 Law" created a Bureau of Transitional Planning
within the Executive Office of Human Services. This Bureau represents a single point
of entry into the adult service system for youth with severe disabilities who will need
services after leaving the special education system. The Bureau accepts the referral
and makes sure that one of the states human service agencies plans and coordinates
the needed transition services.

The Minnesota Interagency Cooperative Agreement ensures that agencies,
parents and students work together to plan services necessary during transition. This
is accomplished through local transition committees. The State Transition Interagency
Committee assures that state agencies collaborate on policies, standards and funding.
These efforts are further augmented by the Interagency Office of Transition Services
which was established within the Office of Education.



Policies Requiring Interdepartmental Cooperation To Prepare A State Plan On
Transition

Another way of building cooperative action toward transition services is to
require the development of a state plan on transition through the collective efforts of
several departments. This can be encouraged through legislation, a cooperative
agreement or a combination of the two.

Illinois legislation (1985) directed the Governor’s Planning Council on
Developmental Disabilities to develop a state transition plan and to advise educational
agencies on the transition needs of children with disabilities. The plan, completed in
1986, included twelve recommendations relevant to both systems change and individual
planning. This plan was followed by an interagency agreement endorsing the twelve
recommendations. Among other activities, the plan includes the award of small
incentive grants to local districts to encourage development of local transition
planning processes.

The 1987 Washington legislation required the Department of Public Instruction
and the Department of Social and Health Services to work with the Developmental
Disabilities Planning Council to conduct a study and develop a plan for transition
services. This planning process was accomplished through structuring several task
forces to work on separate aspects of transition needs. The July 1988 draft of the
proposed plan identifies seven goals for transition services. This plan sets a specific
goal for the percentage of special education students who will attend college. It also
addresses the need for transitioning students to have opportunities for a social and
cultural life in their communities.

Policies Establishing Programs To Provide Transition Services Directly

Although unusual, we found one example of legislation that established a
separate program for transitioning youth. The 1987 Delaware Legislation created a
residential facility to serve youth ages eighteen to twenty-one who have serious
emotional disabilities. The program provides both residential treatment and
transitional services to these youth. The legislation focused on serving youth who due
to their emotional disorder cannot function in a classroom. These young people could
continue to receive special education services until age twenty-two but because they
had passed age cighteen, were no longer eligible for placement by the State Child
Welfare agency.

The remaining policies in Part I were not drafted to address the problem of
transition from child to adult serving systems. In most cases they were developed to
address a much broader range of issues. In some cases they may need to be modified
to include transition planning. In other cases transition planning and services arc a
logical extension of the policy. Policies such as those examined here provide another
mechanism for encouraging transition planning and services.

Policies Providing For Interagency Coordination About The Needs
Of Children In General

For a number of years, interagency coordination of services to children has
been a high priority for child welfare organizations. Ohio and Massachusetts provide
examples of well developed systems of interagency coordination that serve as vehicles
for transition planning and services.



Ohio uses both legislation and interagency agreements to develop a system of
cooperation among agencies serving multi-need children. Legislation passed in 1987
established the Interdepartmental Cluster for Services to Youth. Local clusters mirror
the composition of the state cluster. The state level cluster provides a forum for
identifying issues and planning for the provision of services to children. The local
clusters provide community based planning for individual children. The state’s
Department of Mental Health plays a prominent role in these clusters. Additionally,
the state has an interagency agreement between Mental Health and Rehabilitation to
provide training and jobs for individuals with severe mental disabilities. Two pilot
programs were funded through the 1987 agreement for training young adults ages
sixteen to twenty-two.

The Agreement on Interagency Coordination for School-age Children in
Massachusetts establishes a mechanism for coordinated decision making regarding the
service needs of children at the local level. The signing agencies agree to work
together to develop plans for any school age child who is eligible for services within a
human services agency. The agreement promotes interagency cooperation to develop
plans, coordinate services and enhance early identification of children with potential
needs. In addition, the agreement specifies procedures for assigning case management
responsibilities and outlines a process for resolving jurisdictional disputes among
agencies.

Still another approach to coordination of services to children with serious
emotional disorders is found in the Memorandum of Agreement that created the
Alaska Youth Initiative. The Alaska Youth Initiative is a demonstration project to
return youth with serious emotional disabilities to the state, discourage further out of
state placement, and encourage multi-agency development and funding of individual
care plans. The Initiative is managed by an interdepartment team comprised of two
senior staff members from each division. The Memorandum of Agreement specifies
how funds will be shared, services coordinated and staff contributed to the Initiative.

Agreements from Arizona and Tennessee provide examples of coordination of
services to adjudicated youth. The Arizona Memorandum of Agreement was part of a
two year demonstration project called the Interagency Case Management Project. The
project sought to coordinate services for multiproblem juvenile delinquents. Each
participating department and organization contributed staff and funding for expenses,
supplies and equipment. Supervision of staff was assigned to the Interagency Case
Management Project.

Legislation in Tennessee established Interdepartment Case
Assessment/Management Teams that provide assessment, planning and case
management for adjudicated youth. The Department of Human Services appoints team
members and the teams function at the county level. The process is intended to serve
children who have dual or multiple diagnoses and/or have experienced numerous
unsuccessful placements.

Polici lishing A Comprehensiv m _Of ntal Health Servi For Children

Another way of achieving sufficient support for transition needs of youth who
have serious emotional disabilities may be through the development of a
comprehensive system of mental health services, of which transition services is one
component. Two examples of this type of legislation are found in California and
South Carolina.



In 1987, California passed a bill that establishes a comprehensive mental health
service system for children with serious emotional disorders. Prior to this, California’s
Ventura County served as a demonstration site for developing the system of care. The
system focuses specifically on interagency cooperation and specified case management
responsibility. The model developed in Ventura County will be modified by other
counties to fit local needs.

, South Carolina enacted legislation that created the Continuum of Care for
Emotionally Disturbed Children in 1986 after a three year pilot project. The act
established a state level policy council that conducts a yearly needs assessment and
makes recommendations for new services. The Continuum of Care Project works at
the local level to support interagency planning for children. It also provides case
management in selected cases. Its mission is to place children in existing services and,
secondarily, to develop new services as needed.

- One potential drawback to using general systems for coordinating services to
children to ensure transition planning is that the general coordination mechanisms
often include only child serving agencies. The coordination of services for transition
planning requires that certain adult serving agencies also be involved. A second
drawback is that these coordination mechanisms must be invoked for each individual
child. Without automatic initiation on behalf of each child with a serious emotional
disorder, many children will be overlooked.



PART I1
COMPONENTS OF AN EXEMPLARY TRANSITION POLICY

In the course of this study, nine important components of transition policy have
been identified. These components represent content that must be included in state
level policies if they are to adequately meet the needs of transitioning youth with
serious emotional disabilities. These nine components are listed in Table 3.

Table 3

Nine Components of Transition Policy for Youth with Serious Emotional Disorders

1. There must be a strong mechanism for interagency planning and coordination
at the local level.

2. Adult serving agencies must be involved prior to the time the youth leaves
the child serving system.

3. There must to be a process for identifying or initiating transition planning
for the child at an early age.

4. The process for initiating transition planning should be automatic and not
dependent on a unique request for each individual youth.

5. A variety of settings should serve as the point of identification and initiation .
of transition planning.

6. A person or system must be identified to take responsibility for planning and
delivering services over a period of time, specifically past the age at which
the youth must leave special education.

7. Parents and youth should be explicitly included in the planning and
implementation of the transition process.

8. There must be an interdepartmental mechanism at the state level for the
planning and coordination of services, as well as the resolution of disputes.

9. The concept of transition services must be broadly construed to include all
aspects of successful indcpendgnt adult living.

Although no current state policy encompasses all of these ideals, examples exist
of each components. These components are referenced in the discussion that follows
~and are summarized in Table 4.



Table 4

Examples of the Transition Policy
Components by State

mponen

State 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9*
Colorado X X X X X X
Maine X X X
Maryland X X X
Massachusetts X

Minnesota X X X X

New York X X X

Ohio X X

South Carolina X X

* Corresponds to components 1-9 in Table 3.

1. There must be a strong mechanism for interagency planning and coordination at
the local level,

The coordination of services needed during transition both reduces service
duplication and assures that appropriate services are provided to youth who need them
(Stooden & Boone, 1987). Service delivery systems for children are complex and often
disorganized (Schalock, 1985). Youth with serious emotional disorders often have
equally complex systems of needs that require services from a broad range of
organizations. A mechanism for interagency planning and coordination at the local
level is crucial to successful transition (Clark and Knowlton, 1987). Educational,
social, rehabilitative and mental health systems must work together to coordinate
available services. Despite the need for coordination of services, research by Benz and
Halpern (1985) found little evidence of the use of formal written agreements between
education and other community services. Examples that include procedures for
coordinating services at the local level are found in policies from Colorado, Maine,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Ohio and South Carolina.

2. . Adult serving agencies must be involved prior to the time the vouth leaves the
¢hild serving system,

One of the three critical components of transition as defined by the Office of
Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, U.S. Department of Education, is the
need for a broad range of adult service programs to support the needs of individuals
with disabilities in employment and in community living (Will, 1984). Although much
progress has been made in linking vocational rehabilitation with the education system,
links with other adult services such as welfare, health care, and recreation have not
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been easily achieved (Hardman & McDonnell, 1987). Benz and Halpern (1987) found
that 15 percent of the school districts they studied had no contact with adult services
agencies and only 10 percent had formal contracts with these agencies.

One of the major barriers to the coordination of adult and children’s services is
that no federal mandate entitles transitioning youth to adult services (Johnson,
Bruininks and Thurlow, 1987). Unlike education, adult services are often provided to
transitioning youth only when funds are available. Thus, adult services providers
have little incentive to participate in planning for youth who may or may not be
eligible for service in the adult system.

In addition, general mechanisms for coordinating services for special need or
multi-problem children do not usually include adult serving agencies. Ohio’s policy is
an exception to this. Other interagency agreements that include adult services such as
public welfare, public health or employment are found in Massachusetts, Minnesota,
and Colorado. The legislation in New York is an example of specified linkages
between the initiating agency and the appropriate adult services. The Maryland
cooperative agreement provides useful ideas about coordination with vocational
rehabilitation.

3. There¢ m r for identifvi r initiating transition planning for the

child at an earlv age,

Modrcin (in press) suggests that transition planning should begin whenever the
child is identified as having a disability. Specifying an age may encourage service
providers to ignore transition issues until that time. Earlier opportunities to help the
child and family begin thinking about issues of adulthood are then lost. The age at
which transition planning must begin, according to public policy, varies from state to
state. Some states recommend that planning begin at age fourteen (Maryland, Maine,
Illinois) or when the child enters the ninth grade (Minnesota), consistent with Public
Law 98-524. Colorado requires that an Individual Transition Plan be developed for
the child at age twelve. In Kansas, transition planning begins two years before the
child reaches twenty-two years or two years before the child is expected to leave
special education. Planning for some children in New York begins at age eighteen, for
others at age fifteen.

In most states, a child may receive special education services through age
twenty-one or graduation from high school. Despite a federal mandate to this effect,
this age also varies from state to state. Twenty-three states provide state funded
special education services until the child’s twenty-first birthday, an additional
nineteen states provide special education up to age twenty-two. Michigan continues
services through age twenty-five (U.S. Department of Education, 1988, pg. 44).

To be effective, transition planning for children with serious emotional
disabilities must begin as early as possible but certainly no later than the early middle
school years. A child who is dependent on a structured living and educational
environment and needs intensive treatment from mental health professionals cannot be
expected to adjust in a few months to changes in levels of structure or intensity.
Services providers need time to identify or develop the necessary adult services. Those
situations in which transition planning does not begin until age eighteen and beyond
are not meeting the needs of those with serious emotional disabilities.
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4. The process for initiagting transition planning should be automatic and not
ndent on a uni requ for h individual vouth

In those states where transition planning is linked with the IEP process,
transition planning is automatically initiated when the child reaches a certain age or
stage in development (Colorado, Maryland, Minnesota, and New York). In these states,
goals are added to the IEP or a separate transition plan is written. In other situations,
however, transition planning must be separately initiated for each child (e.g., Kansas).
Individual initiation is particularly likely when transition planning is folded into a
general process for coordinating services to special needs children (Ohio, South
Carolina, California). When this is the case, it is likely that only those youth who are
most troublesome for the system will receive transition assistance.

transition planning,

Transition planning is often perceived as the responsibility of education in
general and special education in particular. In this model, transition planning is
initiated, coordinated and managed by special education staff. Youth with serious
emotional disorders, however, may be in settings other than the public schools or may
be in the public schools but not involved in the special education system. Youth with
serious emotional disabilities may "live" in public or private psychiatric hospitals or in
residential treatment centers. They may spend most of their time at home or on the
streets. There is rising evidence that adolescents with serious emotional disorders are
likely to drop out of the school system. In the 1985-86 school year, 11,803 children
with emotional disabilities between the ages of sixteen and twenty-two dropped out of
school (U. S. Department of Education, 1988, pg 47). Although students with
emotional disorders comprise about 9 percent of all children with a disability, they
account for 21 percent of those that drop out. Twenty-six percent of all students with
disabilities quit school during 1985-86, a conservative estimate since only those who
were known to drop out were counted. This figure does not include those who stopped
coming to school or whose status was unknown (U.S. Department of Education, 1988,
pg 46).

}

Given this high rate of drop out among youth with emotional disorders, an
effective transition policy will include ways in which youth in settings other than the
public schools can receive transition support services. New York, for example, has
included other social service agencies (both in and out of state) in the process of
initiating transition services.

6. T r mm identifi T nsibili r plannin
delivering services over a period of time, specifically past the age at which the
m leav ial ion

The provision of case management services is a key component of effective
transition planning. Often this function is assumed by special education personnel.
Hardman and McDonnell (1987, pg. 494) argue that schools have the responsibility to
take the lead in transition planning because only schools have an explicit charge to
provide transition services. Further, schools have stable funding, clear goals and
centralized administrative structures that can support the coordinating role. In
addition to education, other organizations may need to assume this role for youth with
serious emotional disorders for two reasons. First, as noted above, these youth are
often not in the educational system but may be identified because of services received
through another organization. Second, for youth with serious emotional disorders, case

12



management services need to be extended beyond the age at which educational services
are terminated. For these youth it may be particularly important that case
management responsibilities be assigned to an agency that can serve the youth well
into adulthood. An example of a policy that addresses this issue is found in Colorado.

7. Paren nd h shoul xplicitly inc¢l in the plannin
implementation of the transition process.

Both youth with serious emotional disorders and their parents are key figures
in the transition process. Parents often play an active role in planning educational
services for their children. Some studies have shown that parental participation
declines as children grow older and is often low during transition planning (Johnson,
Bruininks, & Thurlow, 1987).

Although inclusion of parents is mandated by several public laws related to
persons with disabilities, this philosophy is often not explicit in state policy. We
found two examples of state level policies (Minnesota and Maine) in which parents
were explicitly included on the state coordination committees. There is an apparent
assumption that parents and youth are involved in the local planning process because
of federal requirements surrounding the IEP. In fact, they are often left out of
community or state level planning and service coordination activities.

One emerging issue is that the youth, not the parent, may be legally responsible
for consenting to the release of information to other agencies and for involvement in
transition planning. Unless under the legal guardianship of their parents or the
courts, young persons age eighteen and over must be directly involved in planning
transition services. This is not an issue in those states where transition-planning is
conducted at an earlier age. New York is the only state we found with legislation that
addresses the need to gain consent from the youth with a serious emotional disorder.
Youth as consumers are infrequently included in transition planning at any level.

8. There must be an interdepartmental mechanism at the state level for the planning
and coordination of services, as well as the resolution of disputes.

The lack of coordinated service planning at the state level has most certainly
affected the speed with which services have been made available (Schalock, 1985;
Hardman & McDonnell, 1987). Section 128 of Public Law 98-199 requires schools to
collect and report data on students with disabilities leaving the school system (Stooden
& Boone, 1987). In part, this data collection is intended to anticipate the service needs
of youth with disabilities as they move into adult living. No parallel legislation exists
that requires community agencies to respond to these anticipated needs.

We found several examples of policies that include coordinating mechanisms at
the state level. Policies from Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Ohio and South Carolina
provide examples of different approaches to organizing such a body. In most cases the
interdepartmental group at the state level is a permanent or semi-permanent committee
that is representative of a range of departments. In some cases a less formal task
force plays this role. Most interdepartmental committees at the state level provide a
central point for the collection and analysis of needs data and planning functions.
They may also review individual cases with unique service needs that are referred to
them by the local committees. Other state committee functions may include advocacy
for funding, coordination of overlapping services, standardization of procedures and
requirements, and dispute resolution.

13



Although the funding of transition services was rarely discussed in the policy
products reviewed, a few offered unusual ideas for the joint funding of special
services. For example, Alaska’s interagency agreement outlines clearly how money and
staff will be allocated to the Alaska Youth Initiative.

9. The concept of transition services must be broadly ¢construed to include all aspects
ful j nden 1t livi

Different opinions have been expressed over the ultimate outcome of "transition
services” and hence the meaning of the term. In the transition model proposed by the
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (Will, 1984), the focus is on
Successful employment in adult life. The term "transition services" in that model
refers to those services needed to ensure that youth move successfully into gainful
employment. A revised model of transition has been described by Halpern (1985) in
which the outcome is successful community adjustment. He further suggests that
community adjustment is influenced by the young person’s residential environment,
social and interpersonal networks, and by his or her employment.

Another argument for expanding the focus of transition planning is the need to
include postsecondary education as a legitimate outcome for youth with serious
emotional disorders as well as youth with other disabilities. At least one reason for
the lack of attention to college and other training opportunities is the belief by some
that students with disabilities in these settings do not need any special services (Benz
& Halpern, 1987). :

In many of the policies we reviewed, the concept of transition services was
narrowly defined to mean moving from the role of student to the role of employee.
This concentration on vocational training and supported employment opportunities
misses many of the needs of youth with serious emotional disorders. Other areas
where transition planning is needed include recreation and social functioning,
independent living skills and health and mental health services as well as support to
the families during the process of transition.

The Colorado transition policy provides an example of a policy that defines
transition services broadly. In Colorado, individual transition plans are expected to
include five components: coordination by case managers and the local transition team;
preparation (vocational assessment, work skills training, job readiness); employment
(marketing, job development, placement); residential services to maximize independent
living; and support services such as family services, therapy, transportation, advocacy,
recreational and physical accessibility. ~
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CONCLUSION

For those who wish to propose state policy we recommend first, an exploration
of the current policies and programs in all state divisions and departments. We were
surprised to find that often no one person was familiar with all of the transition
efforts in a state. Unless a state level transition coordination body existed, it was
often necessary to contact persons in two or three divisions in order to obtain a
complete picture of the existing state policy. In addition, the term "transition" is not
universally understood. It may be necessary to explore policies that refer to
emancipation and independent living as well as policies that effect only one aspect of
transition planning such as interagency cooperation.

Second, policy makers and advocacy groups who wish to impact state level
policy as it applies to youth with emotional disorders should build on policies that
exist. It is especially important for mental health professionals and advocacy groups
to understand what policies and processes are in place within the education system.
Because the education system has a federal mandate, substantial movement toward
coordinated transition planning for certain groups has been made within that field.
Similarly, transition services and policies may already be in place due to the work that
has been done by advocacy groups for persons with mental retardation and physical
disabilities. Children with serious emotional disturbances are included in the federal
definition of "handicapped" and in most state definitions of developmental delay.
Accordingly, they are entitled to an appropriate process of transition planning.

Third, policy change may be initiated from either the state or local levels. We
have reviewed examples in which demonstration projects existed prior to state level
policy and provided the basis on which state policy was developed. Conversely, we
have reported on states in which legislation or agreements were signed first and then
followed by implementation of the legislative-intent in local efforts.

The relevance of the current transition movement to parents of children with
serious emotional disorders and associated professionals is questionable. Without
reducing the importance of transition for the majority of children with disabilities,
attention must shift to focus specifically on the needs of smaller subgroupings. At
this point we do not know if the service needs are markedly different, however,
common sense tells us that it is likely. More importantly, the data systems that are
being built in each state as a response to federal mandate should be able to provide an
answer if they pay specific attention to students with emotional disabilities. It is time
to expand the horizons of the transition movement by paying attention to groups of
individuals with other disabilities and responding to other parent organizations.

If the transition movement is expanded to include the needs of persons with
other disabilities another shift must also take place. The brunt of transition planning-
-which is now born by the education system--must be assumed by the community.
Although the educational system may need to continue to provide primary services to
many children as they leave the special education system, other community
organizations and agencies must assume responsibility for youth in their care.

Coupled with the movement from education focused to community focused
transition planning, is the need for a national mandate that entitles children with
disabilities to adult services. The belief that a child is entitled to receive services
until age twenty-one but thereafter must wait in line is untenable. If, as a nation, we
are committed to support persons with disabilities, then our commitment must not be
age limited. The entitlement to receive adult services is critical to youth with any type
of disability.
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ALABAMA

Policy: The Memorandums of Agreement were signed in 1986 as a part of a three year
federal grant awarded to the Crippled Children Services.

Parties involved: The grant involved the Alabama Department of Education,
Department of Mental Health/Mental Retardation, Department of Public Health and
Maternal and Child Health Training Projects. There are two interagency agreements,
one is in the Huntsville area and includes the Youth in Transition Project and the
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and Crippled Children Services, the Huntsville
City Board of Education, the Huntsville/Madison County Health Department and the
Huntsville-Madison County Mental Health Center. The second agreement is among
similar organizations in the Selma area.

Purpose: The agreements were initiated through a three year, federally funded project
entitled Youth in Transition--the Alabama Experience. They provide examples of
agreements between several local organizations and a state division. The project was
originally intended to run from 1986 through 1988 but was granted a one year
extension. It addresses the special needs of adolescents who have chronic illnesses or
physical disabilities. Each of the project’s two sites serves sixty adolescents.

The purpose of the Memorandums of Agreement was to set up a local task force
that assures a continuum of services for at risk adolescents. The agreement specifies
contributions of staff, services, shared training and the process of referral. The
agreements also define issues of confidentiality, space for services, meeting space and
meeting participation of task force members.

Process: Eligible youth can be identified by any of the participating agencies and
referred to the Project. The Project conducts the assessment and planning and refers
youth back to participating agencies for services.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: Although this project is focused on
youth with physical illness and disabilities is has potential for serving youth with
emotional disabilities. The Mental Health Clinic is one of the participating agencies
that has agreed to refer clients as well as provide evaluation services to clients other
than their own. The involvement of other adult service systems is an important
addition in helping youth with emotional disabilities make the transition to adulthood.

Contact person: Charles Ryles
Crippled Childrens Services
P.O. Box 11586
Montgomery, Alabama 36111-0586

(205) 281-8780
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT .

This Agreement, entered 1nto on this 1st day of April, 1986, among the Youth in Trans-
jtion - The Alabama Experience and the following agencies: the Division of Vocational

Rehabilitation and Crippled Children Service; the Selma City Board of Education; the
Dallas County Board of Education; the Dallas County Health Department; the Cahaba Re-
gional Mental Health/Mental Retardation Center and the West Central Alabama Easter Seal
Rehabilitation Center will have the following stipulations:

I.

II.

The purpose of this Agreement is to enable the local Task Force to design, develop,
implement and monitor a community-based service model to assure a continuum of ser-
vices for chronically i11 and/or disabled adolescents at risk in their transition
to maturity.

Services to be Provided

Division of Rehabilitation and Crippled Children Service

Vocational Rehébi]itation Service (VRS)

a. Vocational Rehabilitation Service will assign a Counselor to act-as a.
liaison between the Youth in Transition project and the Vocational Rehab-
ilitation Agency.

b. The Vocational Reﬁab111tat1on Agency will determine eligibility of all
clients referred by the Youth in Transition project for rehabilitation

servi ces.

¢. The liaison will inform the Project Director of the e]igibiiity or
ineligibility of all referrals for Vocational Rehabilitation Services.

d. The 1iaison will make medical assessments, psychological assessments,
vocational evaluations, individualized written-rehabilitation plans, or a
written case summary available to the coordinator of the Youth in Transi-

tion project, provided the participant and/or his guardian signs a valid

release of information form.

e. The liaison will provide guidance and counseling, vocational assess-
ment, training and physical restoration services to participants of the
project that meet eligibility standards within the guidelines of agency
po11cy

f. The liaison will participate in meetings of the local Task Force.

g. The liaison will participate in training sessions held for members of
the Task Force. -

h. The liaison will make referrals of possible candidates to the Youth in

Transition project.
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State Crippled Children Service (SCCS) -

a. State Crippled Children Service will assign a worker to serve as
liaison between the project and SCCS who will also participate in the
project training sessions.

b. The SCCS will provide medical diagnosis and treatment to those par-
ticipants in the project who meet the agency eligibility requirements.

c. The SCCS will provide physical therapy, audiological assessment,
medication, glasses, hearing aides, speech therapy, nursing and social
services to those project participants that are accepted for services by
the SCCS. .

d. SCCS will refer adolescents known to the agency that might meet the
guidelines for the project.

e. SCCS will provide consultation as staff time and availability allows
in nursing, physical therapy, audiology and social services.

f. SCCS will assist in developing individualized plans for participants.
g. SCCS will provide the project coordinator medical information if that
participant or his guardian has signed a current release of information
form.

The West Central Alabama Easter Seal Rehabjlitation Center (WCAESRC)

a. WCAESRC will be a referral source of known adolescents that might meet
the guidelines for the project.

b. WCAESRC will provide a staff person to act as liaison between the pro-
ject and the Center.

c. WCAESRC will provide a staff person to participate on the local Task
Force of the project and participate in training for the project.

d. WCAESRC will share information with the project provided the partici-
pant and/or his guardian signs a proper release of information form.

e. WCAESRC will provide vocational evaluation and adjustment services to
pariticpants within the project provided that they have a financial sponsor
for these services.

f. WCAESRC will provide speech and audiological services to those partici-
pants in the project that have a financial sponsor.

g. WCAESRC will provide meeting space for the Selma Task Force of the Youth
in Transition - The Alabama Experience project,

The Dallas County Board of Education (DCBOE)

a. The DCBOE will appoint a staff person to serve on the Jocal Task Force
of the Youth in Transition project.

b. The DCBOE will appoint a staff person to participate in training sessions
for the project. 91



c. The DCBOE will refer possible candidates to the Yolth in Transition
project.

d. The DCBOE will make school records, psychometric reports, medical
information and social data available to the project provided the parti-
cipant or his legal guardian signs a valid release of information form.

e. The DCBOE will provide academic training for those participants in
the project that live in the geographical catchment area of the Dallas
County Schools.

f. The DCBOE will provide vocational training, guidance and counseling,
vocational assessment and vocational counseling to those participants in
the project that live in the geographical catchment area of the Dallas
County Schools.

g. The DCBOE will provide those participants enrolled in Dallas County
Area Vocational School that meet the JTPA economic need eligibility
standard with Pre-Employment Skills Training.

The Dallas County Health Department (DCHD)

a. The DCHD will provide a staff person to act as liaison to the Youth
in Transition project.

b. The DCHD will provide a staff person to participate in the Tocal Task

. Force of the project.

c. The liaison will also participate in training programs for Task Force
members of the project.

d. The DCHD will be a referral source for possible candidates in the
project.

e. The DCHD will provide cancer detection, family planning, health educa-
tion, immunizations, prenatal and postpartum maternity care, tuberculosis
screening, diagnosis and/or treatment of venereal disease and nutritional
education to those program participants that meet eligibility standards of
the Dallas County Health Department.

Selma City Board of Education (SCBOE)

a. The SCBOE will assign the special education coordinator to serve on the
Selma Task Force for the Youth in Transition project.

b. The SCBOE will refer potentially eligible students to the Youth in

Transition project for services.

c. The SCBOE will provide the Youth in Transition project with current,
written intellectual assessments, copies of students' cumulative records
and other reports upon the receipt of parental permission to release such
data.

d. The SCBOE will inform the Youth in Transition project staff of our
eligibility requirements for special education services.
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e. The SCBOE will participate in training sessions held for Task Force

members. .
Cahaba Regional Mental Health/Mental Retardation Center
a. The Mental Health Center will assign a mental health therapist as a

liaison between the Youth in Transition project and Mental Health, and
this person will serve on the Task Force.

b. The liaison will participate in training for this program and attend

Task Force meetings.

c. The Mental Health Center will refer potentially eligfble clients to
the Youth in Transition project for services.

d. The Mental Health Center will provide copies of psychological and
psychiatric evaluations with written Release of Information form signed
by parents/guardians or adolescent as required.

e. The Mental Health Center will provide individual, family and group
therapy, psychological, psychiatric evaluations and medication as needed
for Youth in Transition project participants, according to Mental Health

Center policy that the adolescent be an active client at the Center.

f. The Mental Health Center will inform the Youth in Transition project
staff of Center eligibility requirements for Mental Health services.

rne duration of this Agreement is from April 1, 1986, through June 30, 1988. This

Agreement will be reviewed annually.

-#Tlen M. Simmons, Projgct Director
yuth in Transition - The Alabama Experience
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MEMORNANOUM Or AGREEMENT

This Agreement, entered into on this 1st Day of May, 1986, among the Youth
in Transition - The Alabama Experience and the following agencies: the Division
of Vocational Rehapilitation and Crippled Children Service; the Huntsville
City Board of Education; the Huntsville/Madison County Health Department;
and the Huntsville-Madison County Mental Health Center and will have the
following stipulations:

I. Purpose

The purpose of this Agreement 1is to enable the local Task Force to
design, develop, <implement and monitor a community-pased service
model to assure a continuum of services for chronically 111 and/or
disabled adolescents at risk in their transition to maturity.

II. Services to ne Provided

A. Crippled Children Service

1. Medical diagnostic evaluation and treatment for those students
who meet the eligipility requirements.

2. Services of a physician, hospitalization, nursing, social work,
physical therapy, audiological, medication, appliances, glasses,
hearing aids, surgery and speech therapy to remove or reduce
the handicapping conditions of those students who are accepted
for Crippled Children Service.

3. State Crippled Children Service will assign a worker to serve
as liaison between the project and SCCS who will also participate
in the project training sessions.

4. SCCS will refer adolescents known to the agency that might
meet the guidelines for the project.

- 5. SCCS will provide consultation as staff time and availability
allows 1in nursing, physical therapy, audiology and social
services.

6. SCCS will assist in developing individualized plans for partici-
pants.

7. SCCS will provide the project coordinator medical information
if that participant or his guardian has signed a current
release of information form.

B. ‘Huntsv111e City Board of Education
1.  Huntsville City Board of Education will assign a designated

staff memper to serve on the local Task Force of the Youth
in Transition Project.
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30

. Confidential information will be released to. the Youth in

Transition Project without additional parental permission,
and may include a current written intellectual assessment,
cumulative record, work station reports, grade reports, behavioral
checklists and other test reports.

To provide accommodations to the Youth in Transition representa-
tive and student that are adequate and contidential for counseling
and interview purposes.

Appoint a staff person to participate in training sessions
for the project.

Act as a referral source for potentially eligible students
to the Youth in Transition Project.

Inform Project staff of eligipility renu1r°m°n+s for Spec1a1
education services.

.Involve Project staff in the development of an IEP for students

participating in the Project.

Vocational Education

].

Accept those persons referred by - the Youth in Transition
Project for consideration of possible enroliment in an appropriate
vocational education program.

Provide vocational instruction as needed for training for
employapbility to include instructional materials, and equipment
in regular programs to meet the individual needs of the chronical-
ly i11/physically disabled as funds and reasonable efforts will allow.

Initiate referrals to the Youth din Transition Project for
jdentification and eligibility determination tor such students
who may have a handicapping condition or chronic dillness
and who may not be identified by Special Education.

Vocational Rehabilitation Services

1.

VRS will assign a Counselor to act as a liaison between the Youth
in Transition Proaect and the 1local Vocational Rehapilitation
Agency.

Provide staff to accept and process referrals from the Youth
in Transition Project who: (1) have reached the age of sixteen
{T6] years or are enrolled in the ninth grade; and (2) are
at the point 1in their educational process where they are
being considered for entry into one of the vocational training
alternatives.

Provide an assessment to evaluate the mental, physical, and
vocational potential of the individual as it relates to the
achievement of a specific vocational goal, if not otherwise
available. 25



F.

Participate in ongoing in-service training, Task:-Force meetings,
and evaluation of services rendered. Maintain a systematic
communication process dincluding case progress reports, IWRP's,
medical reports, psychological reports, rehapilitation center
reports, and other pertinent information related to participants
to the Project staff, without additional parental permission.

Initiate referralé to the Youth in Transition Project for
identification and eligibility determination Ttor such students
who may have a handicapping condition.

Huntsville-Madison County Health Department

1.

The Huntsville-Madison County Health Department will provide
a staff person as liaison to the Youth in Transition Project.

The liaison will participate in local Task Force meetings
and training programs.

The Huntsville-Madison County Health Department will be a
referral source for possible candidates to the Project.

The Health Department will provide family planning, health

‘education, dimmunizations, tuberculosis screening, education,

screening, and treatment of sexually transmitted diseased
for Project participants that meet eligipility standards
of the Huntsville-Madison County Health Department.

Huntsville-Madison County Mental Health Center

].

Assign a staff person to serve as a 1liaison and participate
in local Task Force meetings and training programs of the
Youth in Transition Project.

Accept referrals from and be a referral source for the Youth
in Transition Project.

Provide available psychiatric and/or psycho]ogica] information
on persons referred by the Center to the Youth in Transition
Project.

The client must sign a release of information form authorizing
the Center to provide pertinent diagnostic dinformation to
the Project.

The Huntsville-Madison County Mental Health Center will inform
the Youth in Transition Project staff of Center eligipility
requirements.

The Center will provide therapy, evaluations and medication
for Project participants who are clients at Mental Health
Center, according the Center's policy.
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ALASKA
Policy: The Memorandum of Agreement was signed November 26, 1986.

Parties involved: The agreement is between the Alaska Department of Education and
the Department of Health and Social Services (specifically the Division of Mental
Health and Developmental Disabilities and the Division of Family and Youth
Services).

Purpose; The agreement established the Alaska Youth Initiative by promoting the
development of shared funding and coordinated services for youth with the most
serious disabilities. The Alaska Youth Initiative (AYT) is a demonstration program to
return youth with emotional disabilities to the state, to discourage further out-of-state
placement and to encourage multi-agency development and funding of individual care
programs. The AYI is managed by the Interdepartmental Team which is comprised of
two senior staff members from each division. The agreement further specifies the
amount of money and staff each department or division will contribute to the
Initiative. '

Process: Not described.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The primary focus of this agreement
is to return children from out-of-state placements and to develop community based
care plans for them. The agreement is unusual in its clear specification of fiscal
responsibility. Because the agreement concentrates on developing a system of care for
youth with serious emotional disabilities, transition planning could easily be included
as one aspect of the care system.

Contact person: John VanDenBerg
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Coordinator
Department of Mental Health/Developmental
Disabilities
Box H-04
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 456-3370
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

This agreement is between the Department of Education and
the Department of Health and Social Services (the Division
of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities and the
Division of Family and Youth Services) and is effective on
November 26, 1986, This agreement is to develop shared
funding and coordinated services for Alaska's most disturbed
vouth by establishment of the Alaskan Youth Initiative
(AYI).

"Both the Department of Education and the Department of
Health and Social Services agree:

1. That the AYI is a demonstration program to return to
Alaska disturbed youth presently in out-of-state
Placements and to encourage both state and local level
multi-agency development and funding of appropriate
individualized care programs for these youth.

2. That further out-of-state placements will bhe
discouraged unless necessary. To accomplish this, a
limited number of in-state youth who are of similar
level of disturbance to those presently in out-of-state
pPlacement will be accepted into the AYI.

Individualized care programs will be developed for
these youth through the same procedures used in
developing programs for youth who are in out-of-state
Placements. '

3. That the AYI will be managed by the Inter-Departmental
Team (IDT), which will be comprised of no more than two
senior staff each from the Division of Family and Youth
Sarvices, the Division of Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities, and the Department of
Education.

4. That the attached document, "Alaskan Youth Initiative
Referral, Review, and Funding Procedures,” will be
accepted as official referral, review, and funding
procedures for the AYI. These procedures may be
revised at any time, subject to approval of the IDT and
the Commissioners of Health and Social Services and of
Bducation.

5. That this agreement will be effective through June 30,
1987, at which time each agency will evaluate progress
and either renew this agreement or revise as is
necessary. Both Departments understand that a long
term commitment to the AYI is necessary due to the
severity of disturbance of the group of youth in
question. :
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Alaskan Youth Initiative November 26, 1986
Memorandum of AgSreement

The Department of Education aZrees:

1. To contribute $200,000 to the AYI toward services for
in~-state disturbed youth. Additional funds will be
assigned to the AYI as out-of-state youth return to
Alaska and are accepted into the AYI, on a case by case
basis. '

2. That any funds that the Department of Education
contributes to the AYI will be used only for AYI youth
who are special education certified and are referred by
the school district.

3. That the Department of Education's participation in the
AYI meets its responsibility to assist distriects as
described in 4AAC 52.160(H).

The Department of Health and Social Services, Division of
Family and Youth Services agrees:

1. To contribute funds to the AYI for services for
in-state disturbed youth as funds become availablae.
Additional funds will be assigned to the AYI as
out-of-state youth return and are accepted into the
AYI, on a case by case bhasis.

S 2. That any funds the Division of Family and Youth
Services contributes to the AYI will be spent only on
youth in the custody of Health and Social Services.
Non-custody youth under the care of Health and Social
Services will only be served when an exception is
approved by the Director of Family and Youth Services.

The Department of Health and Social Services, Division of
Mental Health and Developmenftal Disabilities agrees:

1. To contribute to the AYI funding for the .5 FTE
position of Coordinator of the AYI, the .5 FTE position
of Assistant Coordinator of the AYI, and the .5 FTE
position of clerk~-typist for the AYI, subject to
continued availability of federal funding from the
National Institute of Mental Health through the Child
and Adolescent Services System Program grant.

2. To pay for all travel and administrative costs incurred
by the AYI Coordinator and Assistant Coordinator while
carrying out the AYI program.

3. To provide fiscal management of the AYI funds and
provide biannual reports to the Commissioners of Health
and Social Services and of Education on all AYI
expenditures and progress of individual AYI youth. The
AYI Coordinator will maintain appropriate records on
all AYI referrals and accepted youth.
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Alaskan Youth Initiative
Memorandum of A8reement

__MZ

Ma s;all Lind, Commissioner
epartment of Education

Michael L. Price, Director
Division of Family and Youth
Services
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ARIZONA

Policy: The Memorandum of Understanding (date unknown) was part of a two year
demonstration project entitled the Interagency Case Management Project. The project
was initiated by the Governor’s Interagency Advisory Council to address issues
concerning multiproblem juvenile delinquents.

Parties involved: Governor’s Office of Children, Arizona Department of Corrections,
Department of Economic Security, Department of Health Services and Maricopa
County Juvenile Court Center.

Purpose: The purpose of the Interagency Case Management Project (ICMP) is to
provide services to children with multiple problems and their families through
interagency coordination of resources and interdisciplinary linkages. Each
participating organization provides staff (in varying numbers) and funding for
expenses, supplies and equipment. Supervision is delegated to the ICMP supervisor.
Each organization contributes other resources such as clerical support, supplies and
equipment to the ICMP. Each organization agrees to serve the ICMP clients within
their agency and to pay for the services used by their clients.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The agreement is focused upon
children within the juvenile justice system. While some of these children may have an
emotional disability, it is usually not the central issue that brings them to the
attention of the committee. The Arizona Mental Health Division is not named in the
agreement; however, the Administration for Children, Youth and Families and the
Administration for Developmental Disabilities are involved as is the Department of
Health Services that provides service to juveniles who have a mental illness. Adult
services, in general, are not included in the agreement. This process could be
broadened to include other agencies and serve as a vehicle for transition planning,
even though not intended for this purpose.

Contact person: Egon Stammler
Interagency Case Management Project
411 N. 24th Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85008

(602) 220-6462
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

AMONG GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF CHILDREN
THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY
THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
MARICOPA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT CENTER

This MEMORANDUM is for the purpose of providing a description of the
responsibilities and commitments of the participating agencies in the
Interagency Case Management Project.

PROJECT PURPOSE

The purpose of the Interagency Case Management Project is to provide services
to multiple problem children and their families utilizing interagency
resources and an interdisciplinary approach. '

AGREEMENTS
A. Each participating agency is responsible for:

1. Providing, as designated below, experienced staff who are
performing at a superior level within the agency.

2. Providing funding for personal services, employee related
expenses, supplies, and equipment.

3. Ensuring that assigned staff are provided agency information,
included in agency activities, and are eligible for all
employment benefits within the agency.

4., Delegating sﬁpervision of assigned staff to the ICMP supervisor.

5. Ensuring the availability of services to all ICMP clients
within legal constraints.

6. Direct payment or reimbursement for services utilized by
its respective clients.

7. Providing information about ICMP to agency staff and ensuring
cooperation.

8. Ensuring the active participation of upper level management
in the ICMP Policy Committee.
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D.

9. Cooperating in evaluation of ICMP.

10. Providing a project supervisor as agreed for a designated
period of time.

The Governor's Office for Children is specifically responsible for:

1. Representing ICMP to appropriate community and legislative
groups.

2. Providing liasion between ICMP and the Governor's Office.

The Arizona Department of Economic Security is specifically
responsible for:

1. Providing two (2) case managers from the Administration for
Children, Youth and Families.

2. Providing one (1) clerical position from the Administration
for Children, Youth and Families.

3. Providing one (1) case manager from the Division of Develop-
mental Disabilities.

4. Providing technical assistance in the project evaluation.
The Arizona Department of Corrections is specifically responsible
for:

1. Providing two (2) case managers.

The Arizona Department of Health Services is specifically
responsible for:

1. Providing two (2) case managers.

2. Providing office space, telephones, postage, and copying.
The Maricopa County Juvenile Court Center is specifically
responsible for:

1. Providing two (2) casemanagers.

2. Providing liasion with the Juvenile Court Judges, Commissioners,
and Referees.
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REVIEW

This Memorandum of Understanding is to be reviewed annually by the iCMP
Policy Committee.

36



CALIFORNIA

Policy: In September 1987, California Assembly Bill 377, the Children’s Mental Health
Services Act, was enacted (California Welfare and Institution Code Section 5565.10-
5565.40). The legislation provides for a comprehensive mental health service system
for children with serious emotional disabilities. Assembly Bill 3920 was enacted in.
1984 (California Welfare and Institution Code Section 5575-5579). That legislation
established Ventura County as the demonstration site for developing a comprehensive,
coordinated system of care for children’s mental health services.

Parties involved: The California Department of Mental Health

Purpose: The major components of this system are joint evaluation and coordinated
interagency planning and delivery of services and specification of case management
fesponsibility. During the two year demonstration period, research was conducted on
the model’s effectiveness. The service system will be established statewide as funds
are appropriated. Each county will adapt the model to meet local needs and priorities.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: This legislation addresses the mental
health system of care in its entirety. Transition planning is one component of that
system. The 1983 continuum of care model developed by the Office of Children and
Youth within the California Department of Mental Health, summarized in AB3920,
addresses transition planning. Given the emphasis on interagency cooperation,
transition planning fits easily into this service system.

Contact person: Betsy Burke, Chief
Special Populations
California Department of Mental Health
1600 9th Street, Room 250
Sacramento, California 95814

(916) 323-9289
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Assembly Bill No. 377

CHAPTER 1361

An act to add Chapter 6.8 (commencing with Section 5565.10) to
Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to
children’s mental health.

{Approved by Governor September 29, 1987. Filed with
Secretary of State September 29, 1987.]

LECISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 377, Wright. Children’s mental health.

Existing law contains no comprehensive mental health services
system for children with serious emotional disturbance.

The bill would enact the Children’s Mental Health Services Act
which would establish such a system, as prescribed, when funds are
appropriated for the purpose. The bill would require the State
Department of Mental Health to administer the act and authorize a
qualifying county to participate in the program pursuant to certain
requirements.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 6.8 (commencing with Section 5565.10) is
added to Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

CHAPTER 6.8. CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ACT

Article 1. General Provisions and Definitions

5565.10. This article shall be known and may be cited as the
Children’s Mental Health Services Act.

5565.11. The Legislature finds all of the following:

(a) That there is no adequate tomprehensive system for the
delivery of mental health services to children with serious emotional ,
disturbance and to their families or foster families.

(b) That services to children are provided by various departments
and agencies at both the state and county levels, often without
appropriate colluboration.

(c) That mental health services to children provided in the
demonstration project under Chapter 7 (commencing with Section
5575) have increased agency collaboration and produced a
comprehensive service system.

(d) That preliminary results of this demonstration project show
potential substantial cost avoidance, and cost benefits which include:

(1) Enabling the child to remain at home whenever possible.
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(2) Providing placement in the least restrictive and least costly
setting consistent with the child’s needs.

(3) Enabling the child to receive out-of-home services in as close
a proximity as possible to the child’s usual residence.

5565.12. By January 29, 1988, the State Department of Mental
Health shall review the progress reports of the demonstration
project under Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 5575) . The State
Department of Mental Health shall proceed to implement this
chapter only if the demonstration project meets either of the
following:

(a) The total estimated cost avoidance in all of the following
categories (1) to (5), inclusive, shall equal or exceed the
demonstration project costs:

(1) Group home costs paid by Aid to Families with Dependent
Children-Family Care (AFDC-FC).

(2) Children and adolescent state hospital programs.

(3) Nonpublic school residential placement costs.

(4) Juvenile justice reincarcerations.

(5) Other short-and long-term savings in public funds resulting
from the demonstration project.

(b) If the State Department of Mental Health determines that the
total cost avoidance listed in subdivision (a) does not equal or exceed
demonstration project costs, the State Department of Mental Health
shall determine that the demonstration project has achieved
substantial compliance with all of the following goals:

(1) Total cost avoidance in the categories listed in subdivision (a)
to exceed 50 percent of demonstration project costs.

(2) A 20 percent reduction in out-of-county court-ordered
placements of juvenile justice wards and social service dependents.

(3) A statistically significant reduction in rate of recidivism by
juvenile offenders participating in the demonstration project.

(4) A 25 percent reduction in the rate of state hospitalizations of
minors from the baseline fiscal year 1980-81 level.

(5) A 10 percent reduction in out-of-county nonpublic school
residential placements of special education pupils.

(6) Allow at least 50 percent of children at risk of imminent
placement served by the intensive in-home crisis treatment program
to remain at home at least six months.

(7) Statistically significant improvement in school attendance and
academic performance, of mental disordered special education
pupils treated in the demonstration project’s day treatment
program.

5565.13. It is the intent of the Legislature to do all of the
following:

(a) To phase in the system developed in the demonstration
project under Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 5575) statewide,
once final results are available from the project and assuming that
these results demonstrate achievement of benefits as described in
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subdivision (d) of Section 5565.11. The Legislature recognizes that a
major component of this system began in the 1984-85 fiscal year
through the implementation of Chapter 1474 of the Statutes of 1984.

(b) To create and fund a coordinated comprehensive mental
health services system for children with serious emotional
disturbance and to their families or foster families in participating
counties.

(c) To develop a system which will include joint evaluation of the
child, and give priority to all of the following:

(1) Enabling the child to remain at home whenever possible.

(2) Providing placement in the least restrictive and least costly
setting consistent with the child’s needs.

(3) Enabling the child to receive out-of-home services in as close
a proximity as possible to the child’s usual residence.

(d) To separately identify and categorize funding for these
services. )

5565.14. “Children with serious emotional disturbance,” for the
purposes of this chapter, means minors, under the age of 18 vears,
who meet the definition contained in Section 5697, and who are one
or more of the following: -

(a) A ward or dependent of the court, pursuant to Section 300, 601,
or 602, and placed out-of-home.

(b) A special education student, as defined by paragraph 8 of
subdivision (b) of Section 300.5 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, and receiving residential care pursuant to an
individualized education program. This section also includes special
education students through age 21 identified in paragraph (4) of
subdivision (¢) of Section 56026 of the Education Code.

(c) An inpatient in a psychiatric hospital, psychiatric health
facility, or residential treatment facility receiving services either on
a voluntary or involuntary basis.

(d) An outpatient receiving intensive non-24-hour mental health
treatment, such as day treatment or crisis services who is “at risk” of
psychiatric hospitalization or out-of-home placement for residential
treatment.

Article 2. State Administration

5565.20. There is hereby established a children’s comprehensive
mental health services system for children with serious emotional
disturbance that is a comprehensive system of coordinated care
based on the demonstration project under Chapter 7 (commencing
with Section 5575) and the 1983 State Department of Mental Health
planning model for children’s services. Each participating county
shall adapt the model to local needs and priorities.

5565.21. County participation under this chapter shall be
voluntary.

5565.22. The State Department of Mental Health may contract
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with counties whose programs have been approved by the
department in accordunce with Section 5565.23. A county may
request to participate under this chupter each vear according to the
terms set forth in Section 5705.2 for the purpose of establishing a
three-year program proposal for developing und implementing a
children’s comprehensive mental health services system. The
contract shall be negotiated on a yearly basis, depending on the
results of each implementation phase.

5565.23. The county program proposal, in its entirety, as well as
the first-, second-, and third-year components, is subject to approval
by the State Department of Mental Health. A county may be
approved for participation when readiness is determined by the
State Department of Mental Health und when the department
determines that the program proposals submitted adequately meet
program protocols which shall be developed by the State
Departiment of Mental Health.

5563.24. The county prograin proposa! shall be a joint proposal
with all affected locul agencies and shall include all of the following:

(a) The elements us described in Article 3 (commencing with
Section 55635.30).

(b) Those elements that the county feels appropriate as described
in the proposed planning model for the continuum of care for
emotionally disturbed children published by the State Department
of Mental Health in 1983,

(c) A detailed description of the cost benefit and cost avoidunce
of the progrum proposal.

5565.25. The State Department of Mental Health shall establish
an advisory group comprised of, but not limited to, representatives
from the State Departments of Education, Social Services, Mental
Health, and the Youth Authority, representatives from the
Conference of Local Menta! Health Directors, California Council on
Mental Health, County Welfare Director’s Association, Chief
Probation Officers Association, School Administrators Association,
and a representative of the service providers from the private sector.
The function of the advisory group shall be to advise and assist the
state in the development of a coordinated, comprehensive mental
health services system under this chapter and other duties as defined
by the Director of Mental Health.

5565.26. The Legislature recognizes that the development of the
comprehensive system under this chapter is different for small
counties under 100,000 population. In recognition of that fact, the
State Department of Mental Health shall establish a task force
consisting of representatives from these small counties, from the
Conference of Mental Health Directors, Conference of Welfare
Directors, School Administrators Association and Chief Probation
Officers Association to develop appropriate modifications and
requirements of the model for these small counties. Recognition shall
be given to the administrative costs involved in small county
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program development.
Article 3. County Requirements

5565.30. Each county wishing to participate under this chapter
shall develop a three-year program proposal for phasing in the
- children’s comprehensive mental health services system. The
three-year program proposal shall include all of the following:

(a) The components of the system the county proposes to
implement in the first year which shall include a case management
component.

(b) The components of the system the county intends to
implement in the second year.

(c) The remaining components of the system the county intends
to implement in the third year. All components shall be in place by
the end of the third year.

5565.31. In addition, county program proposals shall contain all of
the following:

(a) Use of existing service capabilities within the various agencies
currently serving children’s needs in that county.

(b) Interagency collaboration by all publicly funded agencies for
children experiencing emotional disturbances.

(c) Appropriate written interagency protocols and agreements.

(d) Services for the most difficult to place children.

(e) Services permitting the child to reside in his or her usual
family setting, whenever possible, in the interest of the child.

(f) Where a joint evaluation indicates that out-of-home care and
treatment is required, insure that these services are provided in the
least restrictive setting consistent with effective services and in as
close proximity as possible to the child’s usual residence.

5565.32. (a) No later than April 1 of each year, beginning with
April 1, 1988, each county that wishes to participate in the program
under this chapter shall have a program proposal for. the
development of a coordinated system of services to address the needs
of children with serious emotional disturbance.

(b) Each county program proposal shall include protocols
developed in the county for case assessment designed to do all of the
following:

(1) Determine the least restrictive appropriate mental health
treatment setting for each child.

(2) Plan and facilitate the provision of needed services for the
child and family when necessary and monitor those services.

(3) Provide methods for client and family advocacy to occur
within the system.

(c) Each county that wishes to participate in the program under
this chapter shall initiate discussions with other public agencies
serving children with serious emotional disturbance, including, but
not limited to, special education, foster care, and child protective and
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juvenile justice services to identify common needs and joint planning
opportunities.

5565.33. Participating counties shall, prior to the submission of
their program proposal, develop baseline data on children served by
the county in the mental health services system, social services
system, the juvenile justice system, and the special education system.
Data shall include, but not be limited to, current expenditures for
out-of-home care, nenpublic school placements and state hospital
costs. This baseline data shall be submitted to the department as part
of their program proposal.

5565.35. Counties shall demonstrate a maintenance of effort in
children’s services. Any reduction of existing Short-Doyle children’s
services shall be identified and justified in the program proposal
developed under this chapter. -

5565.36. Each participating county shall do both of the following:

(a) Develop an interagency children’s policy council The
members of the council shall include, but not be limited to, the
directors of major participating local government agencies, such as
juvenile justice, district attorney, public defender, county counsel,
sheriff, superintendent of county schools, public social services,
mental health, and a representative of the private sector.

(b) Establish an interagency case management council.

Article 4. Reports

5565.40. The State Department of Mental Health shall have data
available on the services provided through this chapter by March 1
of each year, including service utilization data, expenditures, and
demonstrated cost savings and cost avoidance in the participating
counties.

SEC. 2. The Legislature recognizes that county mental health
staff with experience in developing these systems under the
Children’s Mental Health Services Act, Chapter 6.8 (commencing
with Section 3565.10) of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, can provide the best consultation to other county
personnel. Use of county mental health staff shall be on approval of
the local mental Lealth director.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, compliance with
the requirements resulting from this act shall be subject to
appropriation through the Budget Act. In addition to Budget Act
appropriations, funding may come from any source which may be
available to the county.
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Assembly Bill No. 3920

CHAPTER 1474

An uct to add and repeal Chapter 7 (commencing with Section
3575) of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
relating to juveniles, making an appropriation therefor.

[Approved by Governor September 25, 1984. Filed with
Secretary of State September 26, 1984.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 3920, Wright. Juveniles: mental health.

Existing law does not provide for a comprehensive system for the
delivery of mental health services to children and youth, including
families or foster families.

The bill would require the State Department of Mental Health to
contract with the County of Ventura for the purpose of establishing
a 2-year demonstration project for developing and implementing a
model children’s comprehensive mental health service system, as
specified. The bill would appropriate $200,000 to the department for
purposes of this project. These provisions would be repealed on June
30, 1987.

Appropriation: yes.

The pedple of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 5375) is
added to Part | of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

CHAPTER 7. MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR CHILDREN

5575. The Legislature finds that there is no comprehensive
system for the delivery of mental health services to children and
youth, including families or foster families. It further finds that
services to children and youth are provided by various departments
and agencies at both the state and county level, often without
appropriate collaboration. The Legislature finds that mental health
services to children in the County of Ventura are comparatively
more comprehensive, involve more interagency collaboration, and
provide a potential model program. Therefore, it is the intent of the
Legislature to establish a two-year demonstration project in Ventura
County to accomplish the following goals:

(a) Design and implement a comprehensive coordinated
children’s mental health service system as described in the 1983 State
Department of Mental Health planning model.

(b) Build on existing service capabilities within the various

44



Ch. 1474 —_—2

agencies currently serving children’s needs.

(c) Provide for a joint evaluation or interagency consultation by
all publicly funded agencies for minors cxperiencing emotional
disturbances.

() Identify statutory and regulatory changes that would fucilitate
interagency cooperation.

(e} Develop appropriate interagency protocols and agreements.

(N Develop uppropriate services for difficult-to-place children.

(g) Provide services in a manner that gives priority to permitting
the minor to reside in his or her usuul family setting.

(h) Where a joint evaluation indicates that out-of-home cure and
treatinent is required, ensure that these services are provided in the
least restrictive setting consistent with effective services, and in as
close proximity as possible to the minor’s usual residence.

(i) Conduct research into children’s mental health service system
in order that the system may be evaluated for effectiveness of
treatment and cost benefit on an ongoing busis.

(j) Provide for other counties or regions a replicable model for a
comprehensive, coordinated children’s mental heulth service
svstem.

5576. The State Department of Mental Health shall estublish «
two-yeur demonstration project in Ventura County for identilying
and evaluating the county’s interugency mechunisin whereby locul
agencies serving emotionally disturbed minors with public funds are
cffectively colluborating with each other on behuif of these minors.

5577. (an) The State Department of Mentual Health shall contract
with the County of Ventura, according to the terms set forth in
Section 5705.2, for the purpose of establishing a two-yeur
demounstration project for developing and implementing a model
children’s comprehensive mental heaith service system. The
progrim, as developed, shall meet the gouls stated in Section 5575.
The project shall include the various elements described in the
praposed planning maodel for continuun of care for emotionally
disturbed children and youth, published by the State Departinent of
Mental Health in October 1983.

(b) The systein developed pursuant to subdivision (u) shall
include joint evuluation of the child and shall give priority to all of
the following:

(1) Enabling the minor to retnain at home whenever paossible.

(2) Providing placement in the least restrictive and least costly
setting consistent with the minor’s needs.

(3) Enubling the minor to receive out-of-hoine services in as close
proximity as possible to the minor’s usual residence.

(c) The contract pursuant to subdivision (a) shall include
research into the county’s mental health service system for children
and youth in order that the syste:n may be evaluated for
effectiveness of treatiment and cost benefit on an ongoing basis, and
identification of & model for a comprehensive coordinated children’s
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mental health service system that cun be replicated in other counties.

(d) The Director of Mental Heulth shall estublish an advisory
group comprised of, but not limited to, the following: representatives
from the uappropriute state departments, children services
coordinutors designated by the Conference of Local Mental [ealth
Directors, the Citizens Advisory Council and the local mental health
advisory boards. The function of the advisory group shall be to advise
und assist Ventura County in the development of replicuble model
programs and other duties as determined by the Director of Mentul
Health.

(e) The demonstration project shall begin on April 1, 1985, and
shall continue through June 30, 1987. During this period, the County
of Ventura shall file progress reports each six months, beginning on
December 1, 1985. The June 1, 1986, report shall also contain
information on statutory und regulatory changes nceded for
interagency collaboration, and copics of interagency protocols and
agreements thut have been developed. The finul report on the
project shall be coinpleted on or before June 30, 1987. This report
shall be submitted to the State Departinent of Mental Health and to
the Chairpersons of the Assembly Committee on Ifeulth, the Senate
Committee on lealth and Human Services, the Assembly Ways and
Meuns Committee, and the Senute Finunce Conunittee.

5578. The sumn of two million eight hundred ninety-four thousand
three hundred twenty-five dollars ($2,894.325) is the estimnuted cost
of the demonstration project which shull be adininistered by the
State Department of Mental Health in accordunce with the following
schedule:

(1) Two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) is appropriated
froin the Cenerul Fund to the departinent for the 1984-835 fiscal yeur.

(2) The Legisluture intends that one million five hundred
forty-three thousand six hundred forty dollurs ($1,543.640) shall be
appropriated in the 1985-86 Budget Act for the next four quarters of
the demonstration project.

(3) The Legisluture intends that the remnaining one million one
hundred fifty thousand six hundred eighty-five dollars ($1,150,685)
be appropriuted from the 1986-87 Budget Act for the last three
quarters of the demonstration project and wind down costs will be
bused on a review and evaluation of the demonstration project.

5579. This chapter shall remuin in effect only until June 30, 1987,
and as of that date is repealed, unless a luter enacted statute, which
is chaptered before June 30, 1957, deletes or extends that date.

O
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COLORADO
Policy: The Inter-Agency Transition Policy was developed in early 1986.

Parties involved: The agreement represents a coalition of Colorado’s human service
agencies consisting of the Colorado Department of Education (Special Education Unit);
the State Board of Community Colleges and Occupational Education; the Department
of Institutions including the Division of Developmental Disabilities, Mental Health,
Youth Services and the Developmental Disabilities Planning Council; the Department
of Labor and Employment; the Department of Social Services including the Division
of Rehabilitation; the Governor’s Job Training Office; the Regional Assessment and
Training Center; and the Rocky Mountain Resource and Training Institute.

Purpose: The agreement addresses the issues of youth transitions from school to adult
life. Transition is defined as "a carefully planned, outcome oriented process, initiated
by the local education agency or primary service provider which establishes and
implements a multi-agency service plan for each youth with special transition needs.”
The policy focuses on preparing youth with disabilities for "real work" and makes
functional life skills curriculum available to those who need it.

Process: A transition plan, as a part of the Individual Education Program, is
developed for every youth ages twelve and over with a disability. The Individual
Transition Plan is developed by the local transition team and serves as an outline of
services needed after graduation. Plans include five components: coordination (case
management and local transition team), preparation (vocational assessment, work skills
training, job readiness, life skills), employment (marketing, job development,
placement), residential services (to maximize independent living) and support services
(family services, therapy, transportation, advocacy, recreational and physical
accessibility).

The policy was initially implemented at three pilot sites throughout the state.
The process is predicated on the establishment of local transition agreements. The
pilot sites are responsible for establishing local coalitions and developing local
interagency agreements.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The process serves any child with a
disability. The divisions involved and the wide range of life areas included make this
transition planning process adaptable to children with emotional disabilities,
particularly if they are in the education system and have an Individualized Education
Program. ‘

Contact person: Susan McAlonan
Colorado Department of Education
Special Education Unit
201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80203

(303) 866-6694

47



INTER-AGENCY TRANSITION POLICY *“
I ODUCTION

- state and national trends are challenging our service

delivery systems to build functional bridges which will
span the gulf between the often limited opportunities
for persons with disabilities and the infinite
possibilities inherent within our society.

Improvements in special education and community based
services are opening up new possibilities for
vocational and community participation of even the most
severely disabled individuals. Historically, the
transition phase from school to adult life has
typically consigned many indiwviduals to sheltered
workshops and activity centers. However, current
philosophies and technologies are challenging our past
"best practices" as we re-evaluate the potential
contributions of our severely disabled citizens and as
we further determine that these individuals can be
productive members of society. As the panorama of
possibilities unfolds, the traditional human services -
structures, previously often seen as obstacles to the
general application of the new philosophies and
technologies, are challenged to change and to modify so
that they once-again are on the fore-front of

developing greater opportunities for the people they
serve.

Colorado's human service agencies have accepted the
challenge, and have forged a strong coalition to
implement the necessary changes. This document, the
result of that coalition, focuses on the issue of youth
transitions from school to adult life, and presents a
common policy and conceptual framework for addressing
the issue. The following human service departments and
agencies, participants in the coalition, have
developed, and are presenting this document:

Colorado Department of Education
Special Education Unit

State Board for Community Colleges and
Occupational Education, Division of
Occupational Education

Department of Institutions
Division for Developmental Disabilities
Division of Mental Health
Division of Youth Services
Developmental Disabilities Planning Council

Department of Labor and Employment
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II.

III.

Department of Social Services
Division of Rehabilitation

Governor's Job Training Office
Regional Assessment and Training Center

Rocky Mountain Resource and Trainiﬁg Institute

DEFINITION

Transitions occur whenever roles, locations, or
relationships change; and, as a part of normal life,
involve simple or complex changes. These transitions
can be as subtle as learning to walk, or as major as
making a career change. Education, not unlike other
human experiences, is also subject to transitions,
such as when a student moves from one level of
education to the next, or when an individual evolves
from the role of a student to assume the role of an
adult in the world of work. The latter transition is
significant for all youth moving from school™td¢ work, -
and has far reaching consequences. This transition is
complex, involving decisions of career options, living
arrangements, social and economic goals. It is to this
transition process for handlcapped students ' that this
document is addressed.

Colorado's human service agencies have defined
transition from school to adult life as: "a carefully
planned, outcome oriented process, initiated by the
local education agency or primary service provider
which establishes and implements a multi-agency service
plan for each youth with special transition needs.
Transition planning focuses on a broad array of
functional life skills (including, but not limited to,
vocational, academic, social, and residential) which
result in maximum independent functioning in the
community". It is to this transition process for
handicapped students that this document is addressed.

NEED

A statewide follow-up study of handicapped graduates of
secondary schools in Colorado indicated that these
graduates are not prepared to meet the challenges of
adult life. The majority of these students were under
or unemployed, socially inactive, and still living at
home with their parents. This lack of knowledge,
resources, and skills demonstrated by these handicapped
graduates often results in continued dependence upon
society as well as the loss of potential human
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resources. (Mithaug and Horiuchi, 1983.) ‘This and
other studies validate the concern that transition
rplanning is needed in Colorado. Colorado's human
service agencies are proactively facilitating the
transition process in response to this need, and are
committing their efforts to actualize transition
planning at the local level.

POLICY STATEMENTS

The collaborating state agencies strongly believe,
endorse, and support the following policy statements;
and, it is in light of this consensus that they are
presented. It is the policy of Colorado's human

. service agencies that:

A. All Colorado citizens, including youth with
disabilities, will have opportunities for full
participation in work and community life.

B. All human services systems in Colorado will assist
individuals to achieve maximum independence and-
. self-sufficiency.

POLICY OBJECTIVES

In order to carry out Colorado's common policy, the
collaborating agencies agree that:

A. All young people with disabilities will be
prepared for and offered "“real work" settings for
"real wages" with access to necessary support
services.

B. All work opportunities will be geared to
employer/industry needs.

c. All work and learning opportunities offered will
be commensurate with young people's level of
ability and should be expected to change over time
(i.e. career ladder opportunities).

D. All youth with disabilities shall have access to
"functional" life skills curriculum designed to
prepare them ¢to live and function in domestic,
recreational, social, community and vocational
environments.

E. A transitional planning process, as a component of

the Individual Education Plan, including
identification of resources for implementation
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

(e.g. case management), will be initiated for
every youth with a disability age 12 and over.

All youth with a disability will have a written
Individual Transition Plan, developed by the -
transition team (including representatives from
community agencies) which will outline services to
be provided upon graduation from school.

All young people with disabilities will have
access to appropriate residential options in
integrated community based settings.

To the extent possible, the Individual Transition
Plan will be integrated into the planning
documents of all coordinating agencies, and where
possible, eliminate duplication of such plans.

TARGET POPULATIONS

Children and youth with disabilities or handicaps
will be served.

OUTCOMES

This policy agreement is designed to direct interagency
transition planning at the local level, thus insuring
that youth with disabilities have access to the
services and resources needed to enter adult life (and
the world of work) successfully.

The expected local agency outcomes include:

a) maximum coordination and utilization of
agency resources (including financial, staff,
equipment, and materials):

b) development and integration of an array of

transition service options;

c) coordination of service delivery to avoid
duplication; and,

d) establishment of formal communication
’ systems.

SERVICES

In order to operationalize Colorado's transition
process, special attention must be paid to five
identified key elements: Coordination, preparation,
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employment, residential, and support services.
Coordination maximizes existing resources, thus avoids
duplication, and promotes continuity of service
provision. Preparation encompasses a broad array of
services and experiences which provide children and
youth direction to achieve maximum independence in
adult living and work environments. The employment and
residential components rely on integrated, community
services which provide to youth options to plan for
maximum levels of self-sufficiency. The support
services element addresses coordination of existing
community resources such that youth with transition
needs can access those resources to obtaln, maintain,
or enhance living and work options.

A, COORDINATION maximizes existing resources, thus
avoids duplication and promotes continuity of
service provision.

1. Case Management: A system in which a single
accountable individual assures that each
disabled youth receives:

a. needs assessment;

b. transition plan development and
' implementation;

c. transition plan monitoring; and,
d. advocacy services.

These services shall address identified needs
and shall assist each individual in reaching
maximum attainable independence.

2. local Transition Team: A team composed of
community agency service providers, the
student, parents/qguardians and other

appropriate individuals. The team's purposes
are:

a. to develop the individualized written
transition plan;

b. to identify the agency which will assume
case management responsibilities;

c. to assign service responsibilities; and,

d. to implement the transition plan.

B. PREPARATION encompasses a broad array of services
and experiences which provide children and youth
direction to achieve maximum independence in adult
living and work environments.

1. Vocational Assessment: An ongoing, systematic
process of gathering information regarding a
person's abilities, aptitudes and interests
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3.

related to vocational training and employment
potential. )

Career Education: Educational programs and

curricula which provide experiences designed
to help individuals become oriented to
select, prepare for, enter, become
established, and advance in an individually
satisfying and productive career.

Career Counselling and Guidance: A process
through which an individual understands
his/her own interests, aptitudes,
aspirations, achievements and potentials.
He/she receives assistance in making
appropriate vocational or career decisions
based on his/her individual traits and
based on the realities of job requirements
and career opportunities.

Vocational Education: Organized educational
programs which are designed to prepare....-
individuals for jobs that do not require a
baccalaureate or higher degree.

Work Skills Training: Educational
programming designed to prepare individuals

" in learning work skills, habits and behaviors

in community environments with supervision.

Academic Skills Training: Formal

educational training includes the basic
skills such as language arts and math, and is
generally liberal and classical rather than
technical or vocational.

. Job Readiness/Job Seeking Skills:

Preparation for obtaining, retaining and
changing employment.

Life Skills Training: Educational
programming designed to prepare individuals
to live and function in domestic,
recreational, and vocational environments in
the community.

Individual Transition Plan: A written plan
specifying goals, objectives, implementation
methods, timelines and persons/agencies
responsible for services to an individual
during the transition period.

EMPLOYMENT provides an array of services which
rely on an integrated community basis and which
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ultimately results in employment in the. community.

1.

- Emplover Marketing: The identification of

employers' current and future needs with, in
attempting to meet these needs, advocacy for
the hiring of qualified handicapped
individuals.

Job Development: The process of developing
and distributing job orders for specific
jobs. This includes documenting and
clarifying job tasks, qualifications and
requirements, and then distributing such
information to appropriate personnel.

Job Placement and Job Search: The process of
matching the requirements of the employer
with the skills/capabilities of applicants
for the purpose of placing qualified people
in employment.

on-the-Job Training (0JT): Learning actual
skills and appropriate work behaviars. uaile
functioning at the worksite under
supervision. The employer is responsible for
the actual training at the job site and for
payment of wages.

Supported Emplovment: Paid employment in an
integrated job setting with appropriate
ongoing support services to employees with
disabilities in order for the individual to
work productively.

RESIDENTIAL services provide an array of community
based options which provide children and youth
opportunities to maximize individual levels of
self-sufficiency and independent living.

1.

Residential Services provide an array of
living options and support services required
to allow maximum community residential
independence.

a. Maximum Supervision provides continuous
intensive 24-hour supervision, training,
or support services.

b. Moderate Supervision provides continuous
- 24=-hour supervision, training, or
support services.

c. General Supervision provides accessible
supervision, training, or support
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services on a regular, ongoing basis.

d. Minimal Support provides periodic
support or tralning services to insure
continuance of maximum 1ndependent
living.

Attendant Services: Specialized and
individualized services which are necessary
to accommodate or enhance an individual's
personal care and/or health needs in order to
maximize independent living.

Respite Care is a support service provided to
individuals whose primary need is a short-
term living arrangement for reasons of
crisis assistance to the individual family,
periodic family relief, family vacation,
and/or interim living arrangements.

SUPPORT services addresses coordination and -
utilization of existing community resources such
that youth with transition needs can access those
resources to obtain, maintain, or enhance living
and work options.

1.

Family Services: Provided for families to
enhance and foster the transition of
individuals with disabilities into adult
life.

Therapy Services: Provide physical,
intellectual and/or emotional support to
maintain or improve functioning.

Transportation: The array of public,
private/non-profit or volunteer
transportation systems that contribute to the
overall mobility of persons w1th
disabilities.

Advocacy Service: Services that contribute
to the identification and elimination of
factors that interfere with the full and
equal participation .of people with
disabilities in all aspects of life.

Social, Recreation, leisure Services:
Provide normal community options which
promote physical and mental health and
contribute to quality of life functioning.
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IX.

6. Accessibility Services: Arrange for work
site accommodations, increased
program/building access, and job
modifications for individuals with
disabilities.

THODOT.OG

This transition policy and conceptual framework will be
implemented on a pilot basis at three (3) sites
throughout the state, and the subsequent evaluation of
those three sites will provide further direction to the
participating state agencies. The collaborating state
agencies will designate the pilot sites, and will
provide coordination, technical assistance, and
training necessary for implementation. Model site
designation and initial technical assistance will occur
prior to December 31, 1986.

The attachments (Transition Process System Planning. and
Individualized Transition Planning Process) provide

.flow charts of the process as carried out by the

agencies and as impacting the youth in transition.
Briefly, the local education or other lead agency will
convene a transition team with representatives of those
local agencies seen as having potential services to
offer. Included in the transition team will be the
youth and his/her parents or guardians and advocates.
The needs of the youth will be identified, service
providers will be identified, and the Individualized
Transition Plan will be developed. The Individualized
Transition Plan will consider all needed service
components, and will define objectives for the service
providers. A case manager will be identified and will
assume responsibility for insuring implementation and
monitoring of the Plan. Once services have been
initiated, ongoing assessment will determine the need
for continuation of services. The Individualized
Transition Plan will be monitored for the need to
modify or revise until such time as the youth has
either successfully transitioned to adult services with
ongoing support (as needed), or has no further needs of
the human service system.

This process is predicated on the prior establishment
of a local transition agreement, which identifies
elements such as coordination and management
responsibilities, service options, and lead agency
designation. Major (priority) activities for the
pilot sites will be to establish the local coalition
and to develop the local interagency agreement(s).
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X. NDORSEMENTS

We, the undersigned Executive Directors of Colorado
.Departments of State Government, concur with the intent
of this document and endorse the policy statements

contained herein.

Ruben A. Valdez

xecutive Director
Departments of

Labor and Employment and
" Social Services

Catl Y. b

Calvin M. Frazier
Commissioner of Education
Department of Education

Timothy Hall

Executive Director
Governor's Job Training
Office
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Frank Traylor, M.D. C>
Executive Director
Department of Instltutlons

MMWM

Jerome F. Wartgoly,/ President
Colorado Community Colleges
and Occupational Education
System



ATTACHMERNT I

TRANSITION PROCESS SYSTEM PLANNING .
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ATTACHMENT 1II

"INDIVIDUALIZED TRANSITION PLANNING. PROCESS .
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DELAWARE

Policy: Senate Bill 560 (Section 275-278) was passed as Delaware’s 1986-1987 budget
act.

Parties involved: Division of Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Mental Health

Purpose: This legislation provides for the continuation of services to a group of young
persons, between the ages of cighteen and twenty-one, as they leave the education
system. The sum of $225,400 was appropriated, for payment of the medical expenses
associated with placement in private psychiatric hospitals for individuals who (because
of acute psychotic episodes) were dismissed from private placements paid for by the
Department of Public Instruction, but were still entitled to educational benefits under
Public Law. 94-142, The individual’s private insurance benefits must first have been
exhausted. The individual’s educational expenses are borne by the home school
district.

Secondly, $174,400 was appropriated to the State Board of Education for the
private placement of youth who turned eighteen during fiscal year 1987 and could not
function in the classroom due to serious emotional disorders.

Third, the legislation directed the Departments of Education; Health and Social
Services, and Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health; and Department of Children, Youth
and Their Families to prepare a plan for in-state placement of all individuals.

Prior to passage of the legislation, the Office of Budget prepared a position
paper that outlined several approaches to the transition problem. It examined the gap
that occurs when individuals require education under Public Law 94-142 but are no
longer covered by private insurance or are no longer eligible for public child welfare
services because they are eighteen years of age. The position paper reviews the
advantages of a state run program versus a program run by a private contractor and
concluded that a state run program would be most cost effective.

As a result of the legislation, a request for proposals for a privately run
transitional residential program that would treat the youth described above was issued.
The program, New Horizon Preparatory School in Bear, Delaware, began accepting
students in the Spring of 1988. It now serves 30 students ages fifteen through twenty-
one in a program that emphasizes employment and independent living.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The legislation directly addressed
the problem of transition for youth with serious emotional disabilities by making
money available to serve those youth currently "in transit." It established a separate
residential program to serve youth who are ready to transition. Such legislation is
unique to Delaware and is probably most appropriate to states with a small population
of effected children. The legislation also called for interdepartmental planning and
special services to this population.

Contact person: Jeanne Dunn
Project Director
Child and Adolescent Service System Program
Division of Child Mental Health Services
330 East 30th Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19802

(302) 633-2597



Section 275. Section ) of this provides appropriations for Pr}vate Placement
_Programs of 18 - 21 year olds. The following governs the expenditure of those
appropr!#tlons.

(ai Section | of tﬁis Act provides an appropriation of $225.4 for Private
Placement Aged 18 - 21 to the Office of the Director, Division of Alcoholism, Drug
Abuse'and Hental Health (35-06-01). This approprliation shall be used for the

- medical expenses associated with the placement in private psychiatric hospitals of
individuals between the ages of 18 and 21, who, because of acute psychotic episodes,
have becn dismissed from private placement facillities paid for by the Department of
Public Insiruct{on and are still entitled to educational benefits under P.L.

94-142. These funds shall be used only after the individuals private Insurance has
been exhausted. The education expenses assocfated with these students shall be paid

for by Homebound Instruction funds from the individuals home district.

(d) Section | of thig Act proviges an dppropriation of $174. ¢ to the State

Board of Education Pass-Through/K-12 Programs (95-01-06F for Private Placement Ages
18 - 21, Thrs amount shall be used for the private placement at appropriate schools
and programs of individudls who will be age 18 as of July I, 1986, or will turn age

18 during Flscal Year 1987 and suffer from serious emotional disorders that prohibit
their functioning In a typical classroom.

(c) The Superintendent of the State Board of Education, the Secretary of. the
Department of Health and Soclal Services, the Director of the Division of
Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Mental Health and the Secretary of the Department of
Services for Children, Youth and Thelir Families are h;reby directed to prepare i
plan for the In-state placement of Individuals covered by tﬁis Section that
Incorporates integrated education and psychlatric treatment. The recommended plan
shall be submitted to the Budget Director and the Controller General no jater than
December 31, 1986.

Section 276. Any provisions of the Delaware Code to the contrary notwithstanding,
the Deparfment of Publi¢ Instruction Is authorized and directed to provide an alde for
the purpose of providing -ainstreamlnq services to elementary deal students in the Lake

Forest School District.
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Section 277. For the Fiscal Year 1986, of those funds that would otherwise revert In
Public Education Computer Education/Direct, Co&puterlCrant, Iine (95-01-03-01-87), the
remalnlhq balance shall be a continuing appropriation and shall be allocated to the
purchase of leased equipment. -

Section 278. For the Fiscal Year 1986, of those funds that would othervise revert in
Public Education, Pupil Transportation (95-08-01), the remaining balances shall be a

"contlnulng appropriation and shall be allocated to the purchase of school buses,

Synopsis
This bill §s the Fliscal Year 1987 Budget Appropriations Act.

Author: Joint Finance Committee

CCO:JFC:am
014G
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ILLINOIS

Policy: Illinois adopted House Bill 892 in May 1985 (Illinois School Code, Section 14-
3.01 and 14-3.02). Section 14-3.02 of the bill required the Governor’s Planning Council
to prepare a plan for transition services. This plan was developed in 1986 and an
"interagency agreement was signed endorsing the twelve recommendations of the plan.
Cosigners of the interagency agreement were the executives from the Illinois State
Board of Education, Department of Rehabilitation Services, Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities, and the Governor’s Planning Council on Developmental
Disabilities.

Parties involved: Governor’s Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities

Purpose: This legislation amends the School Code and requires the Governor’s
Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities to develop a state plan for transition
and to advise state and local educational agencies about the materials and educational
programs that should be provided to children with disabilities regarding transition.
The Council is required to develop a state plan for the identification, assessment,
evaluation and referral of all children with disabilities to appropriate adult services
when they reach the age of twenty-two or upon completion of a secondary school
program,

The completed plan focuses on the problems associated with "aging out" of the
special education system. The plan included twelve recommendations relevant to both
systems change and individual planning. The plan calls for the initiation of a
Transition Assistance Committee (TAC) to provide an interagency forum for transition
policy and service development. The TAC has developed a transition planning and
needs assessment data system, a post school follow-up survey and is presently
coordinating a statewide pilot project initiative involving nine communities.

Process: Individual transition planning takes place at the local level in conjunction
with the Individualized Education Program in most cases. Individual planning begins
the year a child turns fourteen and continues throughout the remainder of his or her
involvement in special education programs. Local committees are established for the
purpose of interagency coordination. Transition planning is an outcome oriented
process focusing attention on those school and post school services needed to enhance
employment, community living, and continuing educational involvement. Small
incentive grants ($10,000) have been awarded to encourage use of the transition data
system and the recommended transition planning process.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: This is an example of legislation
that encourages planning for transition services. Continued involvement at the local
level of professionals who work with emotional disabilities and continued parental
involvement should result in a system that supports transitioning youth with serious
emotional disorders.

Contact person: Paul Bates .
Co-Director, Illinois Transition Project
Southern Illinois University
Special Education Department
Carbondale, Illinois 62901

(618) 453-2311
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HOUSE BILL 0892
84th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

State of Tllinois
1985 and 1986

Introduced March 21, 1983, by Representatives Madigan — Bowman - Deuchler -
Wojcik - Hartke

SYNOPSIS
(Ch. 122, par. 14-3.01)

_ Amends The School Code to require the Advisory
Council on Education of Handicapped Children to develop a
State plan by January 1, 1987 for the identification,
assessment, evaluation and referral of all handicapped
children to appropriate adult services when they reach 22
vyears of age and are not under the jurisdiction of The School
Code: Also requires the Advisory Council to advise State and
local educational agencies regarding educational programs and
materials that may be provided to handicapped <children to
enable them to fully exercise their Constitutional and legal
rights and entitlements as citizens.

LRB8402540RCm]

Fiscal Note Act
may be applicable

A BILL FOR
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10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

LRB8402540RCm]

AN ACT to amend Section 14-3.01 of "The School Code",
approved March 18, 1961, as amended.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,
represented in the General Assembly:

Section 1. sSection 14-3.01 of "The School Code",
approved March 18, 1961, as amended, is amended to read as
follows:

(Ch. 122, par. 14-3.01)

Sec. 14-3.01. Advisory Council. There is hereby «created
a special education Advisory Council on Education of
Handicapped Children to consist of 15 members appointed by
the Governor, who snall hold office for 4 years. No person.
shall be appointed to serve more than 2 consecutive terms on
the Advisory Council. The terms of members serving at the
time of this amendatory Act of 1978 are not affected by <this
amendatory Act. The membership shall include a handicapped
adult, 2 parents of handicapped children, a consumer
representative, a representative of a private provider, a
teacher of the handicapped, a regional superintendent of an
educational service region, a superintendent of a school
district, a director of special education from a district of
less than 500,000 population, a professional affiliated with
an institution of higher education, and a member of the
general public and the Director of Special Education for the
Chicago Board of Education, as an ex—officio voting member.
O0f the members appointed after the effective date of this
amendatory Act of 1978, the Governor shall appoint one member
to an initial term of 2 years, one member to an initial term
of 3 years and one member to an initial term of 4 years.
Vacancies shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired
balance of the- term.

Because of the responsibility of the Department of
Children and Family Services, the Department of Mental Health
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and Developmental Disabilities and the Department of
Rehabilitation Services for special education programs, the
Director of the Department of Children and Family Services
and the Director of the Department of Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities and the Director of the Department
of Rehabilitation Services or their designees shall be
ex—officio wvoting members of the Council. 1In addition, the
Director of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse shall be an

“ex-officio, non-voting member.

The members appointed shall be citizens of the United
States and of this sState and shall be selected, as far as
practicable, on the basis of their knowledge of, or
experience in, problems of the education of handicapped
children. ‘

The State Board of Education shall seek the advice of the
Advisory Council regarding all rules or regulations related
to the education of handicapped children to be promulgated
by it. The State Board shall seek the advice of the Advisory
Council on modifications or additions to comprehensive plans
submitted under‘Section 14—-4.01. Additionally, the Advisory
Council shall; (a) advise the General Assembly, the Governor
and the State Board on the 'unmet needs in the education of
handicapped children, (b) ~ assist the State Board in
developing and reporting data and evaluations which may
assist the United States Commissioner of Education in the
performance of his responsibilities under the Education of
the Handicapped Act, (c) advise the State Board relative to
qualifications . for hearing officers and the rules and
procedures for hearings' conducted under Section 14-8.02 of
this Act, (d) develop a State plan by January 1, 1987 for the
identification, assessment, evaluation and referral of all
handicapped children as defined by this Code to appropriate

adult services when they reach the age of 22 and are not

under the Jjurisdiction of this Code, including policies and

procedures for the development of an individual case plan to
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AMENDMENT TO EOUSET BILL 892

AMENDMENT NO. Z . Amend Eouse 2ill 8%2, on .page 1,
line 1, by inserting immediately alter "of" the following:

*and to add Section 14-3.02 to"; and

on page 1, 1line 6, by :imserting immeciately after "is
amended" the following:
", and Secticn 14-3.C2 is acdded thereto, the added and

amended Sections"; and

on page 2, by deleting lines 30 through 35 ané inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

“enis Act,":; and

on page 3, by delezing lines ! througi 3 ané iaseczting in
lieu thereof the following:

"ané (d) comment publicly on any"; and

on .page 3, line 6, by cdeleting "{f£)" andé inserting in lieu

‘thereof "(e})": and

on pa§e 3, by inserting aZter line 25 the foilicwing:
"(Ch. 122, new par. 14-3.02)

Sec: 14~3.02. T=e Ccvernor's Blannias Ceuneil e3sd

7 (1983) anéd amenced bv Zxecuziva Order Numder 2 (1383 e=zll

develcp a Stacte Dianm o Januacw

—t
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LRB8402540RCmlam0l
AMENDMENT TO EOUSE BILL 892 AS AMENDED

AMENDMENT NO. _é;i: Amend House Bill 892, as amended,
with page and line number references to House Amendment 1, on
page 1, line 21, by deleting "January" and inserting in lieu
thereof "July"; and

on page 2, line 3, by inserting after "22" the following:

"or upon completion of a secondarv school program”.
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KANSAS

Policy: Kansas passed House Bill 2300 (Kansas Statutes Annotated 75-5372 to 75-5374)
in April 1986. This act is referred to as the Transition into Employment-Adult
Services Statute (TIE-AS).

Parties involved: Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services

Purpose: The legislation directs transitional planning for young adults with severe
disabilities leaving special education services. The focus of the planning is on persons
with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities. "Developmentally
disabled” is defined to include persons with a severe, chronic disability that is
attributable to a mental or physical impairment or combination of mental and physical
impairments.

The Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services serves as a single point
of entry into adult services. The Secretary of Social and Rehabilitation Services is
directed to prepare transitional plans for included persons whose entitlement to special
education has terminated or will terminate in the next two years. The statute allocates
no new funds for transition planning so services must be provided within the confines
of existing staff and resources.

Process: The local education authority may initiate the planning process for students
in need of training services after leaving school. The process is begun two years
before the child reaches the age of twenty-two or two years before termination from a
special education program. Based on information provided by schools and parents, a
transition plan is developed by the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services.
Parents may participate in the planning. The plan must identify the training services
needed, the agencies charged with providing the training, the least restrictive
environment for the provision of services and the expected duration of the need for
services. The plan must be completed within six months of termination from the
special education system.

The report on TIE-AS implementation during the first year (1987-88) states that
Phase I implementation chose to concentrate on certain populations including persons
with mental retardation, physical impairment, and autism as well as any student
receiving Supplemental Social Security. Two demonstration sites were selected and
funded by federal grant money. Community transition teams were identified at the
local level to conduct a needs assessment and develop local plans.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The Kansas legislation is aimed at
children with mental retardation and developmental disabilities. Children with
emotional disabilities who are within the special education system may benefit from
this process, however, children with emotional disabilities who are not in special
education will fall outside the process. Representation from mental health is not
regularly included on the Community Transition Teams,

Contact Person: Dave Topp
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services
Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services
State Office Building
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1570

(913) 296-3774
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

735.3372

75-3364 to 75-3371. Reserved.

TRANSITIONAL PLANNING FOR
DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED PERSONS B

753-53372. Transitional planning for
mentally retarded and other developmen-
tally disabled persons; definitions. When
used in this act:

(a) “Mental retardation™ means signifi-
cantly subaverage general intellectual
functioning existing concurrently-with defi-
cits in adaptive behavior and manifested
during the period from birth to age 22.
--(b) “Significantly subaverage general
intellectual functioning” means perform-
ance that is two or more standard deviations
below the mean score on a standardized
intelligence test specified by the secretary
of social and rehabilitation services.

(c) "“Adaptive behavior” means the ef-
fectiveness or degree with which a person
meets the standards of personal indepen-
dence and social responsibility expected of

that person’s age, cultural group and com- -

munity.

(d) “Developmentally disabled” means
a severe, chronic disability. of a2 person
which is attributable to a mental or physical
impairment or combination of mental and
physical impairments; is manifested before
the person attains age 22; is likely to con-
tinue indefinitely; and results in substantial
functional limitations in three or more of the
following areas of major life activity: (1)
Selfwcare; (2) receptive and expressive lan-
guage; (3) learning; (4) mobility; (5) self-di-
rection; (6) capacity for independent living;
and (7) economic self-sufficiency; and re-
flects the person’s need for a combination
and sequence of special, interdisciplinary
or generic care, treatment or other services
which are of lifelong or extended duration
and are individually planned and coordi-
nated.

(e) “Training”™ mcans.the provision of
specific environmental, physical, mental,
social and educational interventions and
therapies for the purpose of halting, con-
trolling or reversing processes that cause,
aggravate or complicate malfunctions or
dysfunctions of development.

() *Transitional plan” means a plan for
a program of training services to a mentally
retarded or other developmentally disabled
person whose entitlement to services under
a special education program has terminated

or will terminate as a result of such person’s
graduation or attainment of age 22.

(g) “Local education authority” means
the special education interlocal or coopera-
tive or school district responsible for the
local special education program. .

(h) “Special education program’ means
services that are provided pursuant to fed-
eral public law 94-142 (the education of all
handicapped children’s act) as imple-
mented in Kansas through K.S.A. 72-961 et
seq.

(i) *“Secretary” means the secretary of
social and rehabilitation services or the de-
signee of the secretary.

History: L. 1986, ch. 311, §1; July 1.

75-5373. Same; transitional plans. The
secretary of social and rehabilitation ser-
vices may, within available funding and

.staffing, prepare transitional plans for men-

tally retarded or other developmentally dis-
abled persons whose entitlement to ser-
vices under special education programs has
terminated or will terminate within two~

years.
History: L. 1986, ch. 311, §2; July 1.

75.5374. Same; training services infor-
mation; duties of local education authority
and secretary; transitional plan. (3) If the
secretary provides services under this act
and stafl is available, a mentally retarded or
otherwise developmentally disabled person
who has been receiving special education
under the provisions of K.5.A. 72-961 et seq.
shall be eligible upon graduation or upon
attaining the age of 22 years, whichever
occurs first, to receive training services in-
formation in the manner hereinafter pro-
vided. The local education authority which
is responsible for the education of a person -
shall, with the consent of the person or the
person’s parent or guardian, at least two
years before such person attains the age of
22 years or at least two years before such
person’s graduation, whichever first occurs,
determine whether such person may need
continuation of training services and notify
the secretary of the name and address of
such person, the record of the special edu-
cation services being provided to such per-
son and the expected date of termination of
such services. With 30 days after such no-
tification, the secretary shall begin to pre-
pare a case file on such person consisting of
all available information relevant to the
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questions of whether such person is a men-
tally retarded or otherwise developmentally
disabled person and what training services
may be necessary or appropriate upon ter-
mination or graduation. The local education
authority, with the consent of such person
or the person’s parent or guardian, shall
provide the secretary with copies of rele-
vant portions of the record of such person,
which shall be included in such person’s
case file. The secretary also shall provide an
opportunity for the submission by or on
behalf of such person, of information rela-
tive to such person’s training needs and all
information so provided shall be included
in such person’s case file.

(b) Upon receipt of a case file of 2 men-
tally retarded or otherwise developmentally
disabled person, the secretary shall deter-
mine what training services may be neces-
sary or appropriate and develop a transi-
tional plan for such person. The parent or
guardian may participate in the develop-
ment of the transitional plan unless such
participation is objected to by the person.
The transitional plan shall include, but not
be limited to, the following information:
The training services found by the secretary
to be necessary or appropriate to halt, con-

" trol or reverse processes that cause, aggra-
vate or complicate malfunctions or dysfunc-
tions of development, the agencies that will °
provide such services, the location of the
least restrictive environment in which such
services will be provided and the expected
duration of the need for such services. Each
transitional plan shall be prepared and ap-
proved by the secretary no later than six
months prior to the date each mentally re-
tarded or otherwise developmentally disa-
bled person attains age 22 or graduates,

- whichever occurs first.

(c) The secretary shall provide the per-
son and the person’s parent or guardian
with the written copy of the transition plan
developed for such person.

History: L. 1986, ch. 311, §3; July 1.
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MAINE

Policy: The Transition Coordination Act (20-A, Maine Revised Statutes Annotated,
Chapter 308) was passed in April 1986.

Parties involved: Committee on Transition, a subcommittee of the Interdepartmental
Committee.

Purpose: The purpose of this act was to stimulate efficient and effective delivery of
services to youth with disabilities in transition from school to the community. The act
established an interdepartmental "Committee on Transition" (COT) which is a
permanent subcommittee of the Interdepartmental Committee (IDC). The
Interdepartmental Committee has successfully spun off small groups or subcommittees
to work on specific issues.

The Committee on Transition includes representatives from several major state
departments including: the Department of Education and Cultural Affairs,
Department of Human Services, Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation,
Department of Labor, Department of Corrections and the Maine Planning and
Advisory Council on Developmental Disabilities. Each department appoints a
"parent/consumer” representative as well as a "service provider/local facility”
representative to the committee. With the addition of these public representatives and
an individual from the university system, the COT currently has nineteen members.

The Transition Coordination Act authorized the COT to select and fund pilot
project sites. These local demonstration projects serve to coordinate existing services
while at the same time collecting information about the needs of the population. The
pilot project grants were awarded to local coordinating agencies--primarily to set up
the agency, hire a transition counselor and conduct a needs assessment. Some grants
were for one or two of these activities. Local projects were directed to spend existing
funds before using grant funds. The legislation directed COT to return with a plan
for a statewide service delivery model.

The act contained no appropriation of funds. COT member agencies
contributed funds for local project awards and for COT staff reports. During the
first year, COT awarded $263,000 to seven projects, ranging from $30,000 to $41,000
per project. Contributions by COT member agencies in the second year of operation
exceeded $300,000. Each of the original seven projects received continuing fund for
the second year.

Process: The process for referring and planning for individual children is determined
in the local projects. The legislation provides for transition planning to cover youth
ages fourteen to twenty-five. Children can stay in the special education system until
they reach the age of twenty-one or graduate. The definition of transition included in
the legislation emphasizes the role of the school:

*"Transition means the coordination of school-based efforts
and services with those services that are or will be
provided by adult service agencies in preparation for later
employment, community integration and independent
living" (20-A MRSA C.308 7802-4).
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Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: Part of the act amends another
section and specifically includes persons with chronic mental illnesses in transition
services. This portion of the act directs persons in the Department of Mental Health
and Mental Retardation to participate in the coordination of services for the purpose
of transition.

Contact person: Larry Glantz, Staff Director
Committee on Transition
University of Southern Maine
Human Services Development Institute
96 Falmouth Street
Portland, Maine 04103

(207) 780-4430
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IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX

H.P. 1592 - L.D. 2245
AN ACT Concerning Transitional Services for
Handicapped Persons Beyond School Age.
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA ¢. 308 is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 308

TRANSITIONAL SERVICES COORDINATION PROJECTS
FOR HANDICAPPED PERSONS

§7601. Purpose

It is the bpurpose of this chapter to stimulate
through the activities of pilot projects a more ef-
fective and efficient delivery of services to handi-
capped youths in transition from school to the commu-

nity bv:

1. Coordination. Coordinating existing programs
presently provided for these youths by the Department
of Human Services, the Department o¢f Mental Health
and Mental Retardation, the Department of Educational
and Cultural Services and other public and private

agencies;

2. Delivery. Delivering services only %o meet
identified unmet needs; and

3. Future recommendations. Using results of
these pilot projects to determine the best direction
for future recommendations to serve this population.

1-1188
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§7802. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context oth-
erwise indicates, the following terms have the fol-
lowing meanings.

1. Adult service agencies. "Adult service agen-
cies™ are those public and private agencies which
provide services, as defined in this section, to
youths and adults who are no longer eligible for
school services due to graduation or becoming
age-ineligible under Title 20, section 7001, subsec-
tion 2. '

2. Handicapped vyouths in transition. "Handi-
capped youths in transition" are those vyouths who
have attained the age of 14 years and meet the eligi-
bility criteria as defined in the United States Reha-
bilitation Act, Public Law 93-112, Section 504, as
amended.

3. Services. "Services" means those activities
undertaken to screen, evaluate, identify, plan and
provide special education, habilitation, rehabilita-
tion, vocational and related services to handicapved
persons in transition from school to community.

4, Transition. "Transition" means the coordina-
tion of school-based efforts and services with <those
services that are or will be provided by adult ser-
vice agencies in preparation for later emplovment,
community integration and independent living.

§7803. Interdepartmental coordination

An Interdepvartmental Coordinating Committee for
Handicapped Youth in Transition pursuant to Title 5,
chapter 379, representing the Devartment of Educa-
tional and Cultural Services, the Department of Human
Services, the Department of Mental Health and Mental
Retardation and the public, shall be appointed by the
3 commissioners to work with the department to estab-
lish guidelines, including continuation applications,
to monitor grants and to evaluate the performance of
programs developed through the grants.

The members of this committee shall be compen-

2-1188
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sated ini accordance with Title S5, chapter 379.

§7804.  Authorization for expenditure of funds

l. Pilot projects. Through 2 competitive pro-
cess the committee, as established in section 7803,
shall select and fund pilot project sites designed to
demonstrate the effective delivery of services to
handicapped yvouths in transition by coordinating ex-
isting programs, where possible, and establishing a
mechanism for ongoing coordination of programs for
handicapped vouths in transition at a local or re-
gional level, including local educational agencies,
community mental health centers, regional mental re-
tardation services, regional rehabilitation programs
and other public and private agencies as appropriate.
Each pilot project shall establish a method to iden-
tify unserved and underserved handicapped vouths in
transition and develop services for these youths.

2. Rules. The committee shall promulgate rules
that zssure participation at the local level by agen-
cies currentlv serving handicapped youths in transi-
tion from school o community. They shall reguire
that existing resources for providing services to
handicapped vouths in transition be exhausted prior
to using graants funds to provide services.

3. Fiscal agent. The agency, institution or
school administrative unit receiving a grant under
this chapter may function only in the role of fiscal
agent, as described in rules promulgated ky the de-
partment for regqulating the local administration of
these programs.

4, Local coordinating committee. A local coor-
dinating committee, organized prior to application
for receipt of a grant, shall be responsible for gov-
ernance of each local program. Membership shall in-
clude representatives of transitional services pro=-
grams in the region to be served by the grant; repre-
sentatives of the appropriate regional offices of the
Department of Human Services and the Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retardation; representatives
of participating school administrative units; revore-
sentatives of adult service agencies, including.reha-
bilitation facilities; parents of handicavpped chil-

3-1188
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dren; and other community members as aporopriate.

Terms of membership and methods of appointment or
' election shall be determined by local coordinating
committee bvlaws, subject to approval of the commit-
tee. Responsibilities of local coordinating commit-
tees shall be detailed in the rules promulgated by
the committee.

5. Ewvaluation. Continuous evaluation of the pi-
lot projects shall be recquired and shall be an inte-
gral part of each pilot project. The committee shall
determine’ the expected outcome goals of the pilot
projects and shall cause to be developed an evalua-
tion design to determine the success of the pilot

projects.

The 3 commissioners shall present to the Legislature
an interim report prior to December 15, 1987. This
report shall provide an assessment of the planning
efforts of the State Interdepartmental Coordinating
Committee for Handicapved Youths in Transition. In
addition, this report shall contain anv recommenda-
tions, including legislation for the continuation or
expansion of the pilot projects.

The 3 commissioners shall present to the Legislature
a final report prior to December 15, 1988. This re-
port shall provide an evaluation summary of the pilot
projects and recommendations, including legislation,
necessary to carry out a statewide service delivery
system with an implementation schedule to begin July

l, 1989.

§7805. Transitional services coordinator

The position of transitional services coordinator
to the Department of Educational and Cultural Ser-
vices, Division of Special Education shall be estab-
lished to coordinate the department's activities and
involving both the Bureau of Vocational Education and
the Division of Adult Education, regarding the coor-
dinated delivery system for handicapped youths in
transition from school to community. This coordina-
tor will also serve as staff to the committee as es-
tablished in section 7303.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §3055, sub-§8, as enacted by PL

4-1188
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1969, c. 457, §l, is amended to read:

8. Eligibility and priority. Shall determine the
eligibility of individuals for rehabilitation ser-
vices or evaluation and work adjustment services and
the priority therefor, in accordance with rules and
regulations established by the department=; and

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA  §3055, sub=§9 is enacted to
read:

9. Transitional services coordination projects.
Shall participate in the coordination of rehabilita-
tion services with local transitional services coor-
dination projects for handicapped youths, as estab-
lished in Title 20-A, chapter 308, assigning aoppro-
priate regional staff and resources as available and
necessary in each region to be served by a project.

Sec. 4. 34-B MRSA §3004, sub-§3, Y7B and C, as
enacted by PL 1983, c¢. 580, §6, are amended to read:

B. Assess service needs, monitor service deliv-
ery related to these needs and evaluate the out-
come of programs designed to meet these needs in
order to enhance the quality and effectiveness of
community support services; ernd

C. Prepare a report which describes the system
of community support services in each of the men-
tal health service regions and statewide.

(1) The report shall include both existing
service resources and deficiencies in the
system of services.

(2) The report shall include an assessment
of the roles and responsibilities of mental
health agencies, human services agencies,
health agencies and involved state depart-
ments and shall suggest ways in which these
agencies and departments can better cooper-
ate to improve the service system for peo-
ple with chronic mental illness.

(3) The report shall be prepared biennially
and shall be submitted to the joint standing

5-1188
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committee of the Legislature having juris-
diction over health and institutional ser-
vices by January 15th of every even-numbered
year. '

(4) The committee shall review the report
and make recommendations with respect.to ad-
ministrative and funding improvements in the
system of community support services to per-
sons with chronic mental illness=; and

Sec.: 5. 34-B §3004, sub-§3, 9D is enacted to
read:

D. Participate in the coordination of services
for persons with chronic mental illnesses with
local transitional services coordination proijects
for handicapped vouth, as established in Title
20=-A, chapter 308, assigning appropriate regional
staff and resources as available and necessary in
each regicn to be served by a project.

Sec. 6. 34-B MRSA §5433, sub-§§3 and 4, as en-
acted by PL 1983, c. 459, §7, are amended to read:

3. Cooperation. Cooperate with other state
agencies, nunicipalities, other governmental units,
unincorporated associations and nonstock corporations
in order to provide and help finance services and
programs for mentally retarded persons; and

4. Available funds. Receive and use for the
purpose of this Arsiete article money appropriated by
the State, grants by the Federal Government, gifts
from individuals and money from any other sources-;
and

Sec. 7. 34-B MRSA §5433, sub=-§5 is enacted to
read:

S. Transitional services coordination projects.
Participate in the coordination of services for men-
tally retarded persons with local transitional ser-
vices coordination projects for handicapped vouths,
as established in Title 20-A, chapter 308, assigning
appropriate regional staff and resources as available
and necessary in each region to be served by a

6-1188
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MARYLAND

Policy: The Maryland legislature passed Joint Resolution 21 (also referred to as House
Joint Resolution 40) in 1985. In addition to this Resolution three cooperative
agreements support the effort.

Parties involved: The legislation has been implemented by the Maryland State
Divisions of Special Education, Vocational Technical Education, and Vocational
Rehabilitation. These three divisions are contained within the Department of
Education and are involved in the three cooperative agreements. The first cooperative
agreement is between the Maryland State Department of Education, Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation; and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities Administration, and was signed in June,
1986. The second cooperative agreement-is between the Divisions of Special
Education, Vocational-Technical Education, Vocational Rehabilitation and
Compensatory, Urban and Supplementary Programs and was signed in December, 1986.
The third cooperative agreement is between the Department of Education, Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation, and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Mental
Hygiene Administration, and was signed in December 1987.

Purpose: The legislation requires the divisions of Special Education, Vocational
Education and Vocational Rehabilitation to work cooperatively to develop and
implement an Individualized Educational Plan for each student with a disability with
the goal of achieving a successful transition to meaningful work. The focus is on
persons with mental retardation and developmental disabilities but does not exclude
emotional disorders. The act calls for the three divisions to develop an Individualized
Educational Plan that addresses transition needs for each student with a disability
during the school year that the child attains fourteen years of age.

Each of the three cooperative agreements has a different purpose. Following
the passage of Joint Resolution 21, the Maryland State Department of Education
revised a 1980 cooperative agreement which existed among the divisions of Special
Education, Vocational Technical Education and Vocational Rehabilitation. The 1986
revisions included adding the Division of Compensatory, Urban and Supplemental
programs (now the Division of Compensatory Education and Support Services), the
inclusion of content related to the amendments to Public Law 94-142 and the
applicable portions of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act. The initial 1980
cooperative agreement assured collaborative service delivery to persons with
disabilities. The revisions added a greater emphasis on the provision of vocational
preparation and transition support.

Concurrent with the revision of the cooperative agreement, the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation joined in an agreement with the Maryland Department of
Health & Mental Hygiene, Developmental Disabilities Administration; the John
Kennedy Institute, and others for the purpose of promoting employment opportunities.
The agreement adopted the supported employment model, and encouraged the system
to change from an emphasis on sheltered workshops to increased use of supported
employment in community work sites.

A 1987 agreement involving the Maryland State Department of Education,
Division of Yocational Rehabilitation and the Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene promoted supported employment for persons with severe disabilities
and chronic mental illness.

Process: The state of Maryland has twenty-four school districts and prefers to work
with the local districts directly. An interdivisional agreement was developed in 1980
that started the state toward transition planning. This agreement led to local
agreements which encouraged interteam work within each school district.
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There has also been an active Transition Task Force in Maryland established in
1985 and representing five divisions of the Department of Education. Activities of
this task force include conducting a youth and employer needs survey, sponsoring
employee forums and technology workshops, establishing an intradivision computer
network, and coordinating a statewide supported employment project.

It is important to note that Vocational Rehabilitation is a division within the
Department of Education in Maryland. This allows most transition planning to be
done within the Department of Education rather than between departments.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The Maryland General Assembly
legislation and the three cooperative agreements require joint planning and
cooperative service delivery, support transition planning for all youth and increase
opportunities for supported employment. Increased opportunities for supported
employment in conjunction with automatic transition planning initiated by the schools
provides important access to youth with serious emotional disabilities. Both the
legislation and the agreements place a heavy emphasis on the role of employment in
the transition process and are less specific about the other services that transitioning
youth may need.

Contact person: Rosanne S. Hammes, Transition Specialist
Division of Special Education, Compensatory and Support Services
Maryland State Department of Education
200 W. Baltimore Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

(301) 333-2542
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JOINT RESOLUTION 21 (1985)
(4s signed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House)

HJR 40 - Education - Handicapped Persons - Transition
to Meaningful Work*

Sponsor: Delegate Lucille Maurer (Montgomery County)

A House Joint Resclution concerming
Education - Handicapred Persons -
Transition to Meaningful Work

TOR ?he rurpose oi urging, by a certain time, the Divisions of Special Educaticn
Vocational Education, and Vocational Rehabilitation of the Department of Edu-
cation to work cooperatively to develop and implement the Individual Educa-

tisnal Plan for each handicapped student with a goal of achieving the successful
transition of the student to meaningful work.

WHEREAS, All handicapped persons between the ages of 0 and 21 have
a right to a free and aprropriate education as provided under the Maryland
Raine decree and under Public Law 9Lt-142; and

WHEREAS, Upon graduation, or upon reaching the age of 21, handicapped
rersons are no longer eligible for special education services; and

WHESREAS, The Special Education, Vocational Education, and Vocational
Rehabilitaticn Divisions of the Maryland State Department of Educatiocn have
<*he responsibility to provide appropriatz training and rehabilitation to pre-
pars handicapped persons for the world of meaningful work; arnd

WEEREAS, Transition from Special Education to meaningful work requires
appron*iate and timely training and preparation; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, That not later than a
school year in which a handicapped student reaches the age of 1L, the Divisiocns
of Special Education, Vocational Educaticn, and Vocational Rehabilitaticn should
work cooperatively in the developvment and implementation of the Individual Edu-
cational Plan for each handicapped student with the goal of achieving a suc-
cessful transition to meaningful work for the student; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution be sent by the Department of
Legislative Reference to David W. Hornbeck, State Superintendent; Martha J.
Irvin, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Special Education; Addisen
Hobbs, Assistant Statz Superintendent, Division of Vocatioral-Technical Edu-
~cation; and Richard A. Batterton, Assistant State Superinterndent for Voca-
tional Rehabilitation, each of whom is leccated at the Department of Educaticn,
200 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201.

#Pext reproduced exactly as it appears in the signed version of the ressolution.
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT: THE DIVISIONS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, AND

COMPENSATORY, URBAN, AND SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRAMS

I. PREAMBLE

It is the philosophy of the Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) that all handicapped children are entitled to an
appropriate public education, which will prepare them for adult
1ife. To this end, the Divisions of Special Education (DSE),

. Vocational-Technical Education (DVTE), Vocational Rehabilitation

(DVR), and Compensatory, Urban and Supplementary Programs (CUSP),
are committed to develop cooperatively a comprehensive network of
instructional and supportive services for handicapped students to
help them make the transition from school to community. '

Legislative support for this cooperative effort is provided
through the Maryland General Assembly's enactment of House Joint
Resolution No. 40 in October, 1985 (which became Joint Resolution
No. 21) calling for the "Divisions of Special Education,
Vocational Education, and Vocational Rehabilitation to work
cooperatively to develop and implement the Individual Education
Plan for each handicapped student with a goal of achieving the
successful transition of the student to meaningful work".

This cooperative process is based upon a mutual commitment t5
the placement of handicapped persons in the least restrictive
environment as well as a commitment to the provision of
coordinated services for the handicapped. To accomplish this,
MSDE, through the aforementioned Divisions, will jointly plan
cooperative activities as well as seek cooperation from other
service provider agencies within the state.
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The Divisions agree to work together to provide appropriate
services to handicapped persons by:

A. Taking primany responsibility for assisting local education
agencies in the development and 1mp1ementat1on of
instructional programs and support1ve services to serve
handicapped persons.

B. Assuring that handicapped persons eligible for services
.under specified federal and state mandates receive those
services to which they are entitled.

C. Fostering communication among service provider agencies and
organizations in order to create better understanding of the
needs, options, and opportunities associated with
transitioning.

D. Defining strategies through which agencies and organizations
can collaborate to meet the continuing needs of students as

they make the transition from school to work or further
education.

II. SERVICE DELIVERY

The delivery of appropriate instructional and support
services to individual handicapped persons and transition
planning is the intent of the Divisions in developing this
Cooperative Agreement.

A. Division of Special Education

1. DSE will develop guidelines and provide technical
assistance to local school systems to assure that:

a. Students have been provided with prerequisite
personal adjustment, academic, and
prevocational skills prior to being referred
for vocational education.

b. The Admission, Review, and Dismissal process

is conducted in accordance with the
regulations stated in COMAR 13A.05.01.
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2.

c. The special education services specified on
the student's Individualized Education Plan
(IEP) are delivered. The IEP must include
appropriate vocational and guidance
components that are in accordance with
federal and state regulations.

In cooperation with the DVTE, DVR, and CUSP, DSE will
provide inservice and technical assistance to
appropriate staff at the state and local level to
facilitate the delivery of vocational-technical and
educational services to the handicapped.

DSE will require that all project applications
submitted for funding under P.L. 94-142 Education of
the Handicapped Children Act, which are to be used to
support vocational education services for the
hand1capped must be developed by special education
personnel in cooperation with vocational educat1on
personnel at the local level.

When these projects are submitted for approval at the
state level, this information will be shared with the

DVR and DVTE for planning purposes.

Through the DSE Special Services Information System,

- DSE will track the delivery of services to the

6.

handicapped provided by special education, vocational
education, vocational rehabilitation, and guidance and
counse]ing at the local level. The data will be
shared with appropriate MSDE and local agency staff.

Representatives from the cooperating divisions will
serve on the DSE monitoring and evaluation teams.
Problems identified through the evaluation process
will be sharad with the respective Divisions to assist
in a cooperative approach to resolution, when
appropriate.

DSE will assume leadership for transition planning
procedures and activities such as:
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7.

a. Establishing guidelines for the development
and implementation of transition plans for
each handicapped student by local agencies.

b. Providing technical assistance to other
divisions, local education agencies, adult
service providers, and other organizations
involved in working with the handicapped.

DSE will cooperate with other Divisions in collecting
data, in conducting studies, investigations, and
evaluations, and by sharing the results of these
efforts, as appropriate.

B. Division of Vocational-Technical Education

1.

2.

DVTE will monitor the degree to which equal access is

. provided to handicapped individuals in recruitment,

enroliment, and placement activities.

DVTE will monitor the process utilized by local
education agencies so that equal access is provided to
handicapped individuals throughout the full range of
vocational programs available to non-handicapped
individuals, including occupationally specific courses
of study and cooperative education.

DVTE will require that vocational education programs
and activities for handicapped individuals are provided
in the least restrictive environment to the degree that
non-handicapped individuals are served and will,
¥2§never appropriate, be included as a component of the

DVTE will require evidence that vocational education
g]anning for handicapped individuals is coordinated

etween appropriate representatives of DVR, DSE, and
CusP.
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5.

7.

'DVTE will require evidence from each local education

agency that information to handicapped students and
their parents/guardians concerning the opportunities
available in vocational education and the eligibility
requirements for enrollment in such vocational
education programs is provided . This shall occur at
least one year before the student enters the grade
Tevel in which vocational education programs are first
generally available in the state, but in no event
later than the beginning of the ninth grade.

DVTE will require, in cooperation with DSE and CUSP,
that each handicapped student who enrolls in a
vocational education program receives:

a. An assessment of his/her interests,
abilities, and special needs with respect to
completing successfully the vocational
education program;

b. Special support services, including
adaptation of curriculum, instruction,
equipment, and facilities designed to meet
his/her needs;

c. Guidance, counseling, and career development
activities conducted by counselors who are
professionally trained to provide such
special services;

d. Counseling services designed to facilitate
the transition from school to post-school
employment and career opportunities.

DVTE will provide inservice and technical assistance
in cooperation with DSE, DVR, and CUSP to special
education and vocational education personnel at the
Tocal level as well as to vocational rehabilitation

- staff in an effort to facilitate the delivery of

vocational services to the handicapped.
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8.

10.

11.

DVTE will monitor the delivery of vocational education
services to the handicapped through its data '
collection system using the monitoring and evaluation
procedures as outlined under P.L. 98-524, The Carl.D.
Perkins Vocational Act of 1984.

a. Results will be shared as appropriate

b. Staff from DSE, DVR and CUSP will participate
in the DVTE monitoring process

DVTE staff will monitor the participation of
appropriate local vocational education staff in the
special education ARD process.

a. When appropriate, vocational representatives
at the local level will participate in the
development of the vocational-technical
component of the IEP,

b. They will contribute to any Individual
- Education plans developed in response to
House Joint Resolution No. 40 setting goals
for the achievement of the successful
transition of the student to meaningful
work.

DVTE will work cooperatively with DSE, DVR, and CUSP,

local education agencies, adult service providers, and

others to develop guidelines and provide technical

assistance for programs that assist handicapped

?tudents in making the transition from school to adult
ife.

DVTE will work cooperatively with the other Divisions
in collecting data, in conducting studies,
investigations, and evaluations and by sharing the
results of these efforts, as appropriate.
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C. Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

1.

2.

DVR will be responsible for the coordination of
training and placement services for handicapped
persons who have recently graduated, completed, or
terminated a public school program. Development of a
service plan will be done in consultation with local
school system personnel, as appropriate. The content
of the plan will be complementary to the outcomes of
the IEP, and the anticipated needs of the student.

DVR will accept referrals and begin assessment as
early as deemed necessary to determine the student's
eligibility for vocational rehabilitation, but no
later than the student's last year of school.

Students eligible for rehabilitation must have
handicaps which are expected to substantially impede
their employment upon completion of the school program
but for whom employment seems feasible. Generally,
these students will be placed in the training program
provided by the local school system but may receive
diagnostic and vocational assessments, counseling, and
support services. Coordinated goals for
post-secondary services will be developed.

DVR, in cooperation with CUSP, DSE, and DVTE, will
provide inservice and technical assistance to
administrative and regular educators, counselors, and
special education and vocational education personnel
at the local level and vocational rehabilitation staff
in an effort to facilitate the delivery of vocational
education services to the handicapped.

DVR staff will participate as team members in the
monitoring and evaluation procedures and assist in
developing joint activities toward addressing the
problems identified.

92



DVR will accept responsibility for providing
rehabilitation services for eligible handicapped
students who have voluntarily withdrawn from school,
or are anticipating withdrawal, and for whom a
referral has been made to DVR by an official of a
local education agency. In every instance, DVR will
determine if the individual is interested in staying
in school. If appropriate, DVR will confer with
educational staff in the school system or jurisdiction
in an attempt to have structured within the system an
educational and/or vocational education program or
support service that would lead to the student's
completion of an appropriate course of study.

DVR staff will participate in local agency ARD
meetings and the development of the IEP upon
invitation when vocational rehabilitation services are
deemed appropriate. Staff will also serve in an
advisory capacity to develop.appropriate referrals and
offer advice on vocational issues.

DVR will cooperate with transitioning activities and
assist students in planning for appropriate vocational
adjustment after completion of school. DVR will aiso
participate in the development and implementation of
plans for students in transition and provide support
services for eligible students.

DVR will participate in in-service training activities
related to transitioning and in informational meetings
among Divisions, and will share information pertinent
to enhancing the cooperation of the Divisions.

DVR will work cooperatively with the other Divisions
in collecting data, in conducting studies,
investigations, and evaluations, and by sharing the
results of these efforts, as appropriate.
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D. Division of Compensatory, Urban, and Supplementary
Programs

1. CUSP, through the Pupil Services Branch (counselors,
psychologists, pupil personnel workers, school health
specialists, and employability specialists) will
assure that personnel at the local service level will:

a. Assist in the identification of students with
handicapping conditions and in the
administration of certain initial screening
tests.

b. Serve as a member of the local education
agency's ARD committee as appropriate, and
assist in the development and implementation
of IEPs.

€. Provide input to appropriate staff as to a
student's present level of functioning,
affective needs, and the appropriateness of
certain programs to meet those needs.

d. Provide counseling on issues related to the
educational objectives stated in the IEPs for
students with handicapping conditions and
their parents/guardians.

e. Identify the psychological needs of students

through consultation, observation, and
assessment.
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2.

3.

5.

f. Develop, implement, and evaluate direct and
indirect psychological interventions for
students who have need of such services.

g. Serve in a liaison capacity with vocational-
- technical schools and other agencies in
matters relating to students with
handicapping conditions.

h. Work cooperatively with special education
personnel in the maintenance and use of
career folders for transition planning.

CUSP, in cooperation with DVTE, DVR, and DSE, will
provide inservice and technical assistance to
appropriate staff at the state and local level to
facilitate the delivery of career guidance services to
the handicapped.

CUSP will participate with the other Divisions in
monitoring and evaluating the delivery of guidance and
career education services to the handicapped.

Problems identified through the evaluation process
will be shared with the respective Divisions in an
effort to obtain resolution.

CUSP will work cooperatively with the other Divisions
in collecting data, conducting studies, :
investigations, and evaluations, and by sharing the
results of these efforts, as appropriate.

CUSP, in cooperation with the “other service Divisions,
local education agencies, adult service providers, and
others will develop guidelines and provide technical
assistance for the purpose of assisting the
handicapped student to make the transition from school
to adult 1ife. This will include contributing to
Individual Education Plans and transition plans
developed in response to House Joint Resolution No. 40
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In accordance with the established procedures, this
Agreement will be distributed to Superintendents of Schools,
Supervisors for Instruction, and Directors of Special Education,
Vocational-Technical Education, and Pupil Services. In addition,
it will be distributed to Regional Supervisors of Vocational
Rehabilitation. .

It is further agreed that each Division will designate
personnel who will be responsible for coordinating program
development and for providing inservice training and materials,
and technical assistance to local school systems and
rehabilitation personnel. :

Maryland State Department Division of Special Education

by Z0earZ O Fogid)
sistant State Superintendent

Date:__// Ja s/

Superintendent of Schools

Division of Vocational-Technical
Education

BY Loplplogome 5, At

Assistant State Superintendent

Date: /zf/ 7,’/ [

Division of Vocational

A

hssistant State Sﬁpé?intendent

Date: [/ /2« / &/-

Division of Compensatory, Urban,
and Supplementary Programs

By 774.&47 yid /’%‘,’W//aﬁ Z

Date: LZ/Z//%z-
/ 7
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COCPERATIVE AGREFMENT
BETWEEN THE

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDOCATION
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

VARYIAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MERTAL HYGIENE
MENTAL RETARDATION AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AIMINISTRATION

Concerning

The Supported Employment Initiative

June 16, 1986
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The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) of the: Department of
Tducation (DE) ard the Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities
Acministration (MEDDA) of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DEMH)
wish to pramote employment cpportunities for Maryland's citizens who have
_severa developmental disabilities. Additionally, both agencies recognize that
persons with severe disabilities may require appropriate "ongoing” support
services if they are to succeed in employment settings.

merefore, the Division of Vocational Rehablhtatlon and the Mental
Ratardation and Develommental Disabilities Administration are, hereby,
cormitted o working cooperatively to assure that citizens of Maryland with
severe develormental disabilities are afforded the cpportunity of
participating in Supported Employment Services.

For purposes of this agreement, the DVR and MRDDA endorse the following
characteristics of the Supported Employment Pregram. -

e The person with a disability is paid for work performed;

e The individual with a disability performs paid work for at least
20 hours each week;

e Work sites are to be integrated and employ non-disabled
individuals so that new social cpportunities can be created and a
greater appreciation cf the contributicns of pecple with
disabilities in the work force can be developed;

e A variety of job opticns should be available to the person with a
disability, as well as opportunities for advancement and career
change;

e Supported Employment services are to be individually designed in
accordance with the needs of each person and, when appropriate,
the parent or guardian and employer;

e Sugported Employment services must be provided with the intensity

and durztion needed by the perzon with a disability, until
retirement, if necessary;

e Supported emoloyment will be provided in keeping with agency
arprepriations.

e Surported employment opportunities should be available to all
persons with severe ‘disabilities for whom independent emplcyment -
is unlikely; and

e Whenever possible, prospective employees should have the
croertunity to select the type of work preferrad.

98


http:accordar.ce

The basic purpose of the DVR/MRDDA-cocperative effort is to plan,
develop, manage, evaluate, and coordinate funding for a camprehensive,

interagency program for supported employment services.

Specific goals of this interagency effort include:

To build upon the existing service delivery system to increase
supported employment opportunities;

To create incentives for the DVR and MRDDA networks so that
conversion of existing services to supported employment will
become -a reality:;

To identify and remove legal, regulatory, policy and funding -
barriers that impede development of supported employment services;

To develop a process for mutually determining eligibility and for
prioritizing individuals for receipt of services;

To provide the mechanisms for individuals graduating from the
educational system to transition directly into supported
employment situations; and

To establish inter/intra—-agency management mechanisms to assure
efficient and effective administration of the supportive

employment system.

It is recognized that implementation of this cocperative agreement will
require unique actions at the State and Local levels.

State initiatives include:

e DVR will be responsible for initial services to participants of

the Supported Employment Program and, to this end, will direct
resources to enhance Support Employment initiatives under existing
programs and will seek to create new cpportunities for individuals
with developmental disabilities;

MRDDA expects to commit eighty-five percent of new monies for day

services beginning July 1, 1986, to advance Supported Employment
initiatives.

DVR and MRDDA will develop the process whereby individuals with
develormental disabilities are identified and are accepted for
jointly funded suprorted employment services. DVR will fund
initial employment related services while MRDDA will be
responsible for long-term, ongoing services. The pilot period
will serve to provide data to DVR/MRDDA permitting the
establishment of cost and time parameters, thus assuring
continuity of service to supported employees.
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e MRODA will be responsible for ‘the long-term employment supports
and will monitor the quality of services to individuals with

developmental disabilities.

e DVR and MRDDA will jointly develop a process that will have as its
goal the development of an annual budget for the Supported
Employment initiative;

e DVR and MRDDA will form an interagency work group that will meet
at least bi-monthly to monitor agency progress and to address
administrative and operational issues related to successful
project implementation;

e DVR and MRDDA will be responsible for identifying a mutually
acceptable accreditation process for agencies that provide
supported employment services to DVR and MRDDA funded clients; and

e VR and MRDDA will develop and conduct training sessions for

central and regional office staff of both agencies on the
Supported Employment initiative.

Pegicnal and Local initiatives include:

DVR and MRDDA recognize that unique policies, procedures and regulations
may be required to implement the Supported Employment initiatives according to
varying requirements of each target population. For example, policies,
procedures ard regulations applicable to developmentally disabled individuals
transiticning from the school system may be different fram those applicable to
persons currently receiving service in adult and day programs. DIVR and MRODDA,
therefore, agree to jointly develop pilot projects that will focus on
identifying the cammonalities as well as the unigque requirements of each
targeted service and population.

The goals of the DVR/MRDDA pilot projects will be:

e To identify, plan and develcp realistic policies, procedures and
regulations; and

e To facilitate implementation, management and evaluation of
Supcorced Employment Programs throughout the State.
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Pilot Projects will be located in the Eastern, Westem, Scuthern and
Central Regions of Maryland and will focus on:

Individuals graduating from Special Education Programs;
Individuals currently on the MRDDA's waiting list;

Individuals currently served in activity centers and sheltered
workshops; and

Individuals with unique needs due to a non-retarded develcpmental
disability.

CVR and MRDDA central and regional office staff will meet with
representatives of the pilot project(s):

To address local issues as well as issues in camnon across all
pilot projects;

To identify unicue target population requirements; and

To develop rational policies and procedures for cperaticn of the
Supported Employment Program.

Anticipated pilot-project activities and cutcames will include, but not

bte limited

e
Antrt @

Notifying consumers cf the supported employment option;

Developing an equitable process for selecting individuals to
participate in supported employment opportumities;

Determining the specific scope of services that IVR and MRODA can
provide to each of the target populations, in each of the pilot
program models;

Establishing the process through which DVR and MRDDA can mutually
identify, screen, select, and fund individuals in each of the
pilot program models;

tablishing the mechanism to develop individual service plans for
supported empl .yment placements that incorporates DVR and MRDDA
regional and statewide representatives in the process; and

Developing arprcopriate policies, procedures and regulations o
govern the Supported Employment Program.
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VR and MRDDA will complete the pilot process by October 30, 1986 and
will then incorporate the findings into an interagency operational agreement

that will become effective by December 31, 1986.

This Cooperative Agreement may be amended at the initiative and with the

mutual consent of DVR and MRDDA.

Any terms of agreement which inadvertently violate any laws, regqulations

or requirements under which DVR and/or MRDDA are required to operate are

automatically null and void.

In WITMESS WHERECF the parties have executed this Agreement the day and

the year first abcye written.

LSl K

(

Witness:

Y

Ohoc, Q. Koo

By:
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Richard A. Batterton
Assistant State Superintendent,
Maryland State Department of
Education, Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation

] .
/%: ‘ /'7. /(/—'/- e

S e

“Lois M. Meszaros, Ph.D./
Director, Department of Health
Mental Bygiene, Mental Retardati
and Developmental Diszbilities
Acnministraticn



COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
BEIWEEN THE

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

and

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
MENTAL HYGIENE ADMINISTRATION

Concerning
Supported Employment

December 21, 1987
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DVR/MHA COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
Concerning Supported Employment

In order to pramote supported employment for severely handicapped, chronically
mentally ill citizens of Maryland, the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
(DVR) of the Maryland State Department of Education and the Mental Hygiene
Administration (MHA) of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene enter this
Cooperative Agreement. This agreement is consistent with the terms of the
original Supported Employment Program Grant Application of. August 19, 1985,
the Continuation Grant Application of September 30, 1986, and the 1986
Amendmerts to the Rehabilitation Act.

This agreement applies only to those individuals served in supported
employment by both DVR and MHA and is ccnsistent with the terms of the
Maryland Supported Employment Project. It is not intended to discourage
either agency fram providing supported employment on its own or in cooperation
with any other agency; nor is it intended to discourage other vocational
initiatives in which DVR and MHA may be cooperatively or individually engaged.

Definiti

MHA and DVR will recognize the following definitions as they are contained in
federal regulation appearing in the Federal Register of August 14, 1987, 34
CFR Part 363, entitled "The State Supported Employment Services Program;
Firal Regulations."

"Supported employment™ means competitive work in an integrated work setting
with or-gcing support services for individuals with sévere handicaps for
whan competitive employment has not traditionally occurred; or has been
interrupted or ‘intermittent as-a result of severe handicaps; or
transitional employment for individuals with chronic mental illness.

"Competitive work" means work that is performed on a full-time basis or on a
eri~-time tasis, averaging at least 20 hours per week for each pay period,
and for which an indivicdual is compensated in accordance with the Fair
Labor Standards Act.

"Integrated work setting™" means job sites where -
(1) Most co-workers are not handicapped; and individuals with handicaps are
nct part of a work group of other individuals with handicaps; or

(2) Mcst co-workers are not handicapped; and, if a job site described in
paragraph (1) of this definition is not possible, individuals with
handicaps are part of a small work group of not more than eight
individuals with handicaps; or

(3) If there are no co-werkers or the only co-workers are members of a
small work group of not more than eight individuals, all of wham have
handicaps, individuals with handicaps have regular contact with non-
handicapped individuals, other than personnel providing support
services, in the immediate work setting.

"On-goirg support services™ means continuous or periodic job skill training
services provided at the work site throughout the term of employment to
enable the individual to perform the work. The term also includes other
support services provided at or away fram the work site, such as
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transportation, personal care services, and counseling to family members, if
skill ‘training services are also needed by, and provided to, that individual
at the work site.

"Transitional employment for individuals with chronic mental illness"
means competitive work in an integrated work setting for individuals with
chronic mental illness who may need support services (but not necessarily
job skill training services) provided either at the work site or avay fram
the work site to perform the work. The job placement may not necessarily
be a permarent employment outcome for the individual.

Lurrent Status

MHA estimates that its 33 approved Community Rehabilitation Programs currently
serve approximately 3,000 individuals with chronic mental illness of wham
approximately 400 are in some level of employment. It is estimated that at
least 50 of these individuals are engaged in supported employment as it is
defined in 34 CFR Part 363. Of these 33 community rehabilitation programs, 22
have approximately 47.5 full time equivalent staff positions which can provide
on-going support services. The budgeted amount approved by MHA for these
positions is approximately $800,000 annually.

At this time, 10 of the total 33 community rehabilitation programs are
accredited by DVR. All of these 10 are among 22 community rehabilitation
programs which maintain at least one full time equivalent staff person who
can provide on-going support services in supported employment.

Goals

It will be the primary goal of interagency effortis to create permanent systems
change to pramcte supported employment in which DVR will be responsible for
time-limited services and MHA for ongoing services for as long as they are
required within the intent of this agreement. As a goal and measure of this
systems change, DVR and MHA agree to the follawing objectives and dates for
completion:

1. DVR will create and enhance supported employment initiatives and
opportunities for individuals with chronic mental illness; will direct
financial resources and personnel toward that end; and will provide and
purchase time-limited services fran community rehabilitation programs which
me=t supported employment standards as those services are needed by
eligible individuals with chronic mental illness.

2. MHA will request new funding and convert existing funds so that each of
its community rehabilitation programs will have at least one supported
employment staff position.

a. In Fiscal Year 1988, MHA will convert 22 (i.e. one FTE per agency) of
the existing community rehabilitation program positions currently
designated for vocational activities to supported employment services.
Each program will develop the capacity to serve at least 5 individuals
based on the current federal definition of supported employment.

b. For Fiscal Year 1989 and 1990, MHA will request sufficient new funding

to add supported employment services to the 11 community rehabilitation
programs which currently do not have vocational services.
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When this goal is met, all 33 community rehabilitation programs will have
at least one MHA funded staff position capable of providing long term
"services in supportegi employment.

3. By February 1, 1988, MHA and DVR will agree to a single set of mutually
acceptable supported employment standards by which community
rehabilitation programs may be approved by both state agencies,

4, By March 1, 1988, MHA and DVR, in conjunction with the commumity
rehabilitation programs, will agree to an implementation plan specifying
a time line by which each community rehabilitation program will be in
compl iance with the agreed upon supported employment standards, a formal
orientation for community rehabilitation programs, projected costs for
providing services, and other quantifiable projections and goals
pertaining to supported employment.

5. By February 1, 1988, DVR and MHA will develop the process whereby
individuals with chronic mental illness are identified and are accepted
for jointly funded supported employment services.

6. By February 1, 1988, DVR and MHA will jointly develop a process that will
have as its goal the development of an annual budget for the supported
employment initiative.

7. By February 1, 1988, DVR and MHA will develop and conduct orientation
sessions for central office and regional staff of both agencies on the
supported employment initiative.

Commitment to these goals and the dates for their realization as demonstrated
by the signatures we afix to this Cooperative Agreement shall guide
interagency efforts to make supported employment readily available to
chronically mentally ill citizens of Maryland.

This Cooperative Agreement will be reviewed at least annually by both DVR and
MHA and revised if necessay. It may be amended upon written agreement of all
parties. )

In WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have executed this Agreement the day and the
year first above written.

-7

/»'A 74 - -
VAR SR / / =
Witness:’, // . By: %M/ SRR flr T

Richard A. Batterton

Assistant Deputy State Superintendent
Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation
& Correctional Education

Witneéé;;4;2z77< (:jj féfii;(z. By: Fréifii> ;5//;:22i;fi/7167

Hery T, Harbid, M.D., Director
Mental Hygiene Administration
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
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MASSACHUSETTS

Policy: The Interim Agreement on Interagency Coordination was signed in 1986 and
field tested from September 1986 to August 1987. It was aimed broadly at the
potential needs of all children. Subsequently, the Agreement on Interagency
Coordination for Children in Massachusetts was signed in 1988. The Massachusetts
legislature passed Chapter 688 (Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 71B, Section 12A-
12C) otherwise known as the "Turning 22 Law" in 1983. It focused on the needs of
youth with severe disabilities for transition into adult services.

Parties involved: The Agreement on Interagency Coordination is between the
Executive Office of Human Services and the Department of Education and involves
the Department of Mental Health, Department of Mental Retardation, Department of
Public Health, Department of Public Welfare, Department of Social Services,
Department of Youth Services, Massachusetts Commission for the Blind, Massachusetts
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Massachusetts Rehabilitation
Commission, the Office for Children and the Massachusetts School Districts. The 1983
legislation created the Bureau of Transitional Planning within the Executive Office of
Human Services.

Purpose: The Interagency Coordination Agreement is intended to promote interagency
cooperation for the development of plans, coordination of services, and early
identification of children with potential needs. In addition, the agreement clarifies
the assignment of case management responsibilities and provides an avenue for
resolving disputes. The Interagency Coordination Agreement applies only to children
but could be used for the purpose of initiating transition services. A separate
agreement, the Interim Agreement of Cost Sharing Services Between Human Service
Agencies and School Systems, specifies how costs for educational services within a
residential program will be divided.

The Turning 22 Law provides a single point of entry into the adult service
system for youth with serious disabilities who will need services after they leave the
special education system. An Individual Transition Plan is developed for each eligible
child. The law is intended to provide a two year transitional process for young adults
with severe disabilities. A state human service agency is to manage each eligible case
and to plan and coordinate transition services.

~ Process: The Interagency Coordination Agreement calls for each area to develop an
Area Plan that describes how the objectives of the agreement will be met. This plan
must include procedures that will assure the early identification of children with
"multiple needs who require cooperative planning between school districts and human
service agencies," a process for the joint development of individual educational plans,
a process for sharing information between agencies and a process for delivering
services. Other requirements of the Area Plan include training direct service
personnel, confidentiality and consent procedures, specification of grievance
procedures, and methods for resolving interagency disputes. Each area plan will be
reviewed by a Regional Director’s group and by an Advisory Committee. Approval of
the Area Plan allows the area to participate in the incentives available to support
implementation.

The child who is appropriate for services under the Turning 22 Law is usually
identified through the local school district, who then forwards the case to the
appropriate state agency. This agency is responsible for developing the Individual
Transitional Plan which must be completed before the child graduates or before he or
she turns twenty-two.
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Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The combined efforts of the
legislation and interagency agreement addresses the need for coordinated planning
often associated with the child with an emotional disability. Of particular importance
is the single point of entry through the Transitional Agency that allows for
coordinated planning between child and adult services.

Contact Person: Mary Ann Walsh, Director
Bureau of Transitional Planning
- Executive Office of Human Services
1 Ashburton Place
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

(617) 727-7600
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THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES and the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

AGREEMENT ON INTERAGENCY COORDINATION

FOR

CHILDREN IN MASSACHUSETTS

The Executive Office of Human Service Agencies and its member agencies
including: the Department of Mental Health, Department of Mental Retardation,
Department of Public Health, Department of Public Welfare, Department of
Social Services, Department of Youth Services, Massachusetts Commission for
the Blind, Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing,
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, and the Office for Children; and the
Department of Education and the Massachusetts School Districts are committed
to providing services for children in the least restrictive environment
appropriate to meet their needs.

This agreement is predicated on the notion that, in general, the best
decisions about appropriate services are made by service providers on the
local level who know the children, their families, and the array of services
available. The purpose of the agreement is to provide a structure for early
identification, planning and service delivery between human service agencies
and school systems for children with special needs.

The objectives of the agreement are:

1. To promote the early identification of children with multiple service
needs.

2. To promote interagency cooperation around the development of individual
plans for children with multiple service needs, by outlining specifically
which agencies will be involved under particular circumstances.

3. To promote the development of Jjoint individualized educational
plans/individualized service plans, with parental involvement, for special
needs children with multiple service needs.

4. To provide adequate support to families and children to allow the children
to be served in the least restrictive setting appropriate to their needs.

5. To assure timely and coordinated delivery of services.

6. To ensure that interim services are provided for children while various
administrative procedures are carried out.

7. To assign case management responsibilities for interagency cases at the
local level.

[2/88]

109



agreement - Page Two

3. To clarify the options for resolving interagency disputes with regard to
programs and funding.

3. To further clarify the circumstances under which placements are cost-
shared between human service agencies and school districts.

The undersigned agree to the following articles:
I. Eligibility

This agreement applies to all school age children in Massachusetts who,
sy virtue of their present condition, are considered eligible to
receive the service which a particular Human Service Agency and the
Department of Education and school districts provide pursuant to such
agencies' statutory authorization, or legal or regulatory authority.

II. Agency Responsibilities

A. Zach agency covered by this agreement will seek to maintain
adecuate funding to carry out its fiscal and programmatic
responsibilities within the context of this agreement.

B. Each agency will assure the designation of appropriate personnel
and resources on all levels to implement this agreement.

III. Procedures - Area Plan Development

Each area will develop a plan that describes in detail the methods and
procedures by which they will achieve the objectives of this agreement
as stated in Section I above. The plan will -include:

A. Process for the early identification of children of any age with
multiple needs wno require cooperative planning between school
districts and human service agencies.

‘B. Process for developing joint individualized educational plans and
service plans. This should include but not be limited to:

1. methods for coordinating services to ensure a program is
developed that is appropriate to the child's needs in the
least restrictive environment; and

2. methods for sharing all available, current and relevant
assessments and completing any necessary additional
assessments subject to compliance with state and federal
release of information requirements; \

3. methods for assuring that all agreements for services on
individual children between human service agencies and
school districts shall be in effect for twelve (12) months
unless changes in the child's status prior to this time
period are jointly agreed upon by the human service agency
and the school distriect.

C. Process for ongoing information sharing between agencies. This
should include, but not be limited to, methods for assuring that
plans that affect the delivery of another agency's services to a
child are discussed with that agency. ’
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- Page Three

Process for assuring timely delivery of services.

Process for training direct service professionals.

Process for ensuring confidentiality.

Process for ensuring uninterrupted delivery of services while
administrative procedures occur.

Process for ensuring family consent and involvement.

Process for notifying parents of appeal rights.

Process for resolving inceragency disputes on the local level.,
Process for assigning case management responsibilities to assure
eontinuity and coordination of services between agencies and the
school distriet.

Descriptions of the specific populations to be served by ezch
agency in accordance with the statutory mandates ind regulations of
the agency.

Descriptions of specific services to be provided by each agency.
Process for evaluating effectiveness of area plan in meeting the
agreement goals. This will include, but not be limitad to, the
collection of supporting data and information on parental
satisfaction.

Process for reporting at least annually to Regionmal Directors con
the a2rez plan and its implementation.

Procedures - Area Plan Support and Implementation

A.

The area plan will be submitted to the Regional Directors' group
for comment.

fter review by the Regional Directors' group then a representative
from each participating area human service agency and 3chool
district will sign the plan.

The area plan will be submitted for review to the Advisory
Committee (see Section IX)

If the plan adequately addresses the reguirements stated in Section
III above, it will receive support from the Advisory Committee on
benalf of the Agency Commissioners and the Secretary of Human
Services.

If the plan does not adeguately address the requirements stated in
Section III, then the Advisory Committee will provide further
assistance to the area in the development of its plan. This
assistance will continue until the area plan can be supported by
the Advisory Committee or the area chooses not to participate in
the implementation of the Agreement on Interagency Coordination.

Advisory Committee support of an area's plan will enable an area to

participate in the incentive based implementation plan described in
the attached document.
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VI.

ViI.

VIII.

Dispute Reseolution

If no zagreemsnt can be reached on the agsncy resoensibility or th
appropriate crogram, the parents may exercise any one ¢r ccmoination o
the fcllowing ootions:

2
£

A. the loczl dispute resolution mechanism zs described in the A4rea
Plan (see III, I. above);

3. rejection of the Individualized Educational Plan because they
believe that it does not meet the student's =2ducaticnal needs, or
the rejection of che finding of no special needs; in these =2ases
the appeal procedures described under Chapter 4 of the Chapter 756
Regulazions shall be followed;

C. rejecticn of the service plan offered by a numan service agency
because it 1s inappropriate to meet the needs of :the yeung person,
or rejection of the applicatiorr for services; in these cases the
appeals procedures of the particular human service agency shall be
followegd;

D. If it is unclear which human service agency{ies) should be pro-
viding services or how the service provision should be shared
between the agencies, then the parent or authorized agency will
refer the case to the Office for Children's Interagency Team €O
designats the agency/(ies) that will provide or contract for
ac2gquace services. (MGL c.284 s. 64A)

N2 zgzncy covered by this agreement shall take unilacerzl action, which
scall have the effect of incurring increased costs ta other participat-
ing agencies without prior agreement, except in emergency situations.
A. Emergency evaluation and placement procedures by the human service
agency or school district shall be follecwed.

B. AIl such emergency placements shall be followed by written
notification by the placement agency to other appropriate agencies,
including the school district of residence within five (5) calendar
days of such action.

As of the effective date of the agreement, all agreements on individual
children currently in place shall continue to be in force until appro-
priate periodic reviews and re-evaluations of the individualized edu-
caticnal plan or service plan occur.

The .man service agencies and the Department of Education shall
cooperatively plan and implement a comprehensive training and technical
assistance program for appropriate scheool district and human service
agency regional and area personnel on the provisions of this agreement
and implementation strategies.
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IX.

II.

{II.

There will be an Executive Office of Human Services/Department of Edu-
cation Interagency Advisory Committee co-chaired ty ECHS and DOE and
comprised of representatives from EOHS, Human S3ervice Agencies, the
Department of Zducation, and local schnool districts from parcicipating
arez, regional and central offices. These representatives shail be
official representatives designates by their Ccmmissioners or Secre-
tary. The advisory Committee shall convene monthly, or more frequently
at the discretion of the chairpersons, to assist in the implementation
of this agreement, resolve operational problems and recommend further
changes to the Secretary of Human Services and the Commissioner of Edu-
cation as deemed necessary. - This group shall develop procecdures to
assure the coilection of appropriate data for the monitoring of the
implementation of this agresmenct.

This agreement replaces the 1986 Interim Agreement on Interagency
Coordination for School Age Children in Massachusetts. The residential
services portion of the 1986 Interim Agreement describime funding
arrangements for residential school placements is now titled” "Interim
Agreement of Cost Sharing Services Between Human Service Agencies and
School Systems for Agencies Participating in EOHS/DQE Agreement on
Interagency Coordination" and is in force as a separate attacnment to
the current agreement. All other agreements between the Department of
Education c¢r scheool districts and human service agencies remain in
effect.

This agreezent will be in force according to the attached
Implementation ?lan in selected zreas across the state.

Definitions

For the purpose of this agreement the following definitions shall
apply:

A. Agency - school districts, human service agencies, the Executive
Office of Human Services, and the Department of Education.

B. Area - geographic service site consistent with boundaries defined
by the agencies within the Executive Office of Human Services.
Within these boundaries, areas may work out individual arrangements
for the purposes of this agreement.

C. Child with special needs/multiple service needs - a child who has
been determined to be, or is suspected of being, in need of special
education pursuant toe GLC 71B, and/or has been determined to need,
or is suspected to need services provided by one or more human
service agency.

D. Emergency situations - for the purpose of this agreement, shall be
limited to those situations in which a placement decision requires
resolution within forty-eight hours and which:
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(3]

m

1. the child demonstrates repeated instances of dangerously
assaultive or self-acusive tehavior, or '

2. the child is in danger of abuse by a carstaker, or

3. the child experiences an acutz disorder of thought or mocd, or

4. there is an unanticipated closing of a placement.

HAuman Service Agency - one of the member agencies in the Executive
Office of Human Services including: the Department of Mental
Health, Department of Mental Retardation, Department of Public
Health, Department of Public Welfare, Department of Social
Services, Department of Youth Services, Massachusetts Commission
for the Blind, Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing, Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, and the Cffice
for Children.

Individualized educational plan - a plan developed pursuant to
paragrzphs 322.0 and 323.0 of the Chapter ‘760 Regulstions that
specifically describes a child's special education needs, goals,
services, and service providers.

Parent - father, mother, guardian, person acczing as parent & the
child, appointed surrogate parent (educational advocate). or young
person eighteen years or older with the legal right o act on
his/her own behalf.

School district - local. or regional school system <that Iis
responsible for providing regular or special education to scnool
age children.

School age child - any person of ages three through twenty one, up
to his/her twenty second birthday, who has not obtained a nigh
school diploma.

Service Plan - a plan describing an individual child's needs, goals
and services developed by a human service agency.

sl Gyt A ,JQ,AK

Harold Raynolds? Jr. 1.11 . Joh q(:on

Commissioner Secre ry

Department of Education Execdfive Office of Human Services
date dafe ' /
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Commissioner

Deparcment of Mental Héathl
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~Jeooran ProthrodﬁStLEh
Commissicner
Department of Public Health
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Mque Matava
Commissioner _
Department of Social Services

Charles Crawford
Commissioner
Massachuset:ss Commission for
the Blind

Elmer Bartels

Commissioner

Massachusetts Rehabilitation
Commission
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Executive Office of Human Services and Department of
Education Agreement on Interagency Coordination

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Introduction

In 4pril 1986 the Interim Agreement on Interagencv Coordination was signed
oy <cthe Secretary of the Executive Office of Human Services and the
Commissioner of the Department of Education. Since Septemoer of zhat year
eignt area interagency groups nave implemented :chis Interim dgreesment 20
2valuate its effectiveness in meeting its objectives. 3Based on the results of
the first year field test, an amended agreement nas been written that provides
greatly expanded area flexibility in determining the procedures to - implement
the agreement. In addition, the agreement is accompanied by an incentive plan
that will be made available to area interagency groups that choose o
implement the agreement.

in addition to the original eight area groups that fleld tasted the
Interim Agreement, new area groups will be invited tc implement the amended
agreement in Fiscal Year 1988. Selection of the new areas will be 9ased on
Zeographic boundaries, state wide representation as well as their willingness
To parcticipate.

The following plan details the schedule for iaplementation of the
agreement and the system of incentives developed to encourage collaboration
between the area human service and local education communities £to ennance
coordinated services for children.

SCHEDULE
TIME LINES TASKS
SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 1987 1. Amend Agreement
2. Original area groups continue to
meet
JANUARY 1988 1. Obtain signatures of Secretary of

Human Services and Commissioners of
Department of Education and human
service agencies

2. Original area groups develop plans
for central level review

3. Determine new areas for Agreement
participation

4. Advisory Committee will develop
guidelines for area plan review,

(2/88]
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FI3RUARY 1988 Bagin to train new area groups

MaY - JULY 1988  Area groups implementation plans
ready for Advisory Committee review.

INCENTIVE SYSTEM

Each area will be recognized for its efforts to implemenc the agreement
through a seriss of phased incentives. There are three (3) phases tarough
which area groups will pass to gain increasing flexibility to solve individual
children's problems in a collaborative manner. Below each phase and the
incentives that accompany each phase are described in detail. The attached
chart summarizes the phases and incentive plan.

PHASE I

During the first phase, the incentives that each participating area
interagency group will regeive are: ’ '

1. On-going technical support from the Executive Office of Human Services
and the Department ¢ Education in the development of the area plan for
the implementation of the Agreement on Interagency Coordination

2. Support and assistance from other areas that have experienced success
in implementing the agreement

3. Recognition of its leadership and successful implementation of the
agreement

To obtain this support, the following activities will be taking place in the
areas:

1. An initial meeting of area human service directors and school system
special education administrators will be convened and chaired by EOQHS
Regional representatives to determine the groups' (interest in
participating in the implementation of the Agreement on Interagency
Coordination.

2. The area interagency groups will then develop written plans that
describe in detail the ways in which the areas will meet the stated
objectives of the agreement. Section III of the agreement outlines the
required parts to the plan.

3. The area plans should be completed in a period not to exceed six (6)
months.
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PHASE T1I

During the second ghase, area interagency groups will receive:

1.

3.

Support frem the Executive Office of Human Servicas and the Deparctment
of Education in creating a resource of flexible money from existing
central, regional and area or local budgets for use by the area
interagency group for services to individual children;

Sucport frem the Executive Office of Human Service and the Depariment
of Education on flexible policy arrangements as needed to some
individual child and program options that zare necessary in the area;
and '

Annual interagency conference to share information, stratagies, etc.

To obtain this suppert and assistance, the following activities will be taking

place:

1. Area plan is reviewed and supported by the Advisory Committee. Plans
will be supported only if they adequately address all the elements
stated in Section III of the Agreement.

2. Area will maintain and submit data to document the ef{fectiveness of the
area's plan.

3. Arez will review and revise its plan, as necessary, to achieve greater
success in the implementation of the Agreement.

4. Focus of the area during Phase II should be individual case resolution.

5. Successful implementation of the area plan in Phase II will take at
least one (1) year.

PHASE III

During the third phase, area interagency groups will receive:

1. A resource of flexible funds to resalve current interagency cases or to

2.

3.

implement interagency projects or programs based on prior years' (Phase
II) experiences with children's needs. These flexible funds can come
from either new expansion dollars or a restructuring of base budgets.

On-going assistance, as needed, from the Executive Officg of Hugan
Services and the Department of Education to support flexible poliey
arrangements. '

Annual interagency conference to share information strategies, etc.

To obtain this support and assistance, the following activities will be taking

place:

1.

On-going successful implementation of the area plan.
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2. Focus of area during cthis pghase may include chil
development, if necessary.
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ON-GOING STATE-WIDE ACTIVITIES
The following activities will occur throughout the year cn a state-wide basis.
and will be coordinated by the Executive Office of Human Services and the
Department of Education.
. Central level support of the concept of interagency collaboration
Annual conference
. Individual leader recocgnition
. Group recognition
. Sharing of concepts and strategies for Agreemenc implementation
. Support of interagency activities through grant awards

. Technical assistance and staff support

. Annual meetings between area interagency groups and Regional DJirectors
groups
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SUMMARY OF PIIASE AND INCENTIVE PLAN

PHASE 1

PHASE 11

PUASE T11

EOHS/DOE technical

. Use of existing

. New resource of flexible

assistance dollars in more flexi- dollars at local level
Incentives 2. Annual statewide ble ways at local . Flexibility in agency
conference level, : policies,
3. Use of "sister" area . Flexibility in aguncy
support policies,
1. Meet to develop area plan . Maintenance of statis- . On-going area plan implementa-
2. Plan will receive central tics on effectiveness tion
Supporting review of area plan implemen- . Focus may include, in addition
Data and tation. to individual case activity,
Actlivites . Review and revlse plan, case specific program develop-

as needed.

. Probable focus of acti-

vities on individual
chilidren's cases,

ment,



ATTACHMENT

Interim Agreement on Cost-Sharing Services
in Residential Schools Between
Human Service Agencies and School Systems
For Agencies Participating in EQHS/DOE
Agreement on Interagency Coordination

Introduczion

This Incterim Agreement pertains only to areas participating in the Executive
Qffice of Human Services and the Department of Education Agresment on
:nteragency Coordination. These scatements and policies will be reviewed and
revised during 1988 in order to develop a final agreement for statewide
implementation.

d. When a human service agency determines that 3z child must be cared for in a
residential program, and a Team Evaluation aetermines that a child may oe
educated in a day component of a residential school program, then the
human service agency(ies) and the school district shall cost share the

residential placement. These costs shall be shared in the following
manner:
1. For placements at residential schools which have both a day rate and

a residential rate established by the Rate Setting Commission, the
school district shall be responsible to pay the cay rate and the
human service agency shall be responsible to pay the difference
petwesn the day rate and the full residential/instructionai race;

2. For placements at residential schools which do not have a day rate
establisned by the Rate Setting Commission, the cost of the placement
shall be shared on a 50/50 basis between the scnool district and the
human service agency. If more than one human service agency Iis
involved, the costs will be shared equally by all agencies involved.

B. After exploring all community residence options consistent with the needs
of the ¢hild, if a human service agency with care or custody, defined by
G.L. ¢.119 section 1 et seq., determines that a child must be placed in a
residential school to meet the care/support goals of his/her service plan,
or because no adequate cemmunity based resource exists, but the school
district determines that the educational/instructicnal goals can be met in
a less restrictive public school program, the full cost of the residential
placement will be borne by the human service agency. The school district
will write an Individual Educational Plan indicating the least restrictive
prototype to meet the student's educational needs.

Efforts will be made to implement the Individual Educational Plgn in a
public school near the residential faeility. If, at a later time, an
appropriate community based resource is found, the prior written request
to the school district of residence for review of the student's Individual
Educational Plan under Chapter 766 will be made 30 school days in advance
of the child's return to the community.

(2/88]
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ATTACHEMENT - Fage Two

C. If a child reguires placement in a residential scheol to meet the
2cucacionalsinstructicnal goals of hissner educational plan, 2ut the numan
sarvice agency detarmines that nis/her cares/support 3oals can de met in a
8ss restrictive community residencs, the full cost of the residential

L
school piacement will be borne oy the scheool disctrice.

all human service agencies that parcicipate in the develcpment of an
‘ndividualized Educatioral Plan will participate, as well, with the local
school district onm the appropriata pericdic reviews and re-2valuations of
the individual Educational Plan.

nis agreement replaces the 1976 Interagency 4dgreement on the
larification of Responsibility for School Age Children in the Custody of
fuman Service agencies. All other agresmen:ts setween the Department of
Education or school districts and human service agencies remain in arfecc.

.

L
~
o

Definitions

For the purpose of this agreement, the following definitions apply:

1. Ccmmunity residence - residential opcion available in ccmmunities
including but not limited =o: parent's homes, fcster care, Zroup
care, staffed apartments, etc. This does not include residential
schools.

2. Human Service Agency - one of the member agenciss in th2 Ixecutive

Qffice of Human Services including: thes Department of Menzal Health,
Cepartment of Mental Retardation, Department of PZudiic Health,
Decartment of Public Welfare, Department of 3ocial Services.
Department of Youth Services, Massachusetts Commission for the Blind,
Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing,
Massachusetts Renabilitation Commission, and the Qffice for Cailidren.

3. Individualized educational plan - a plan develoged pursuant to-
paragraphs 322.0 and 323.0 of the Chapter 760 Regulations chat
specifically describe a child's special education needs, goals,
services, and service providers.

4. Residential school - a special education school (sometimes known as a
group care facility) that provides special education programming and
treatment on a 24-hour basis approved under the Department of
Education's "Regulations for the Approval of Private Special
Education Schools™, 603 CMR Section 18.00.

5. Service Plan - a plan deseribing an individual child's needs, goals,
and services developed by a human service agency.

6. TEAM evaluation - an evaluation of a child's special education needs

performed in accordance with paragraphs 319.0 - 322.0 of the Chapter
766 Regulations.
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Ghohier &4
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three
AN ACT 2zovIDING FOR CONTINUITY OF SERVICSS TO DEVELGRMENTALLY
DISABLID ZIRSONS WHOSZ AGZ NO LONGER ENTITLIS TIHEY TO SZRVICIS UNDER SPECIAL

IDUCATICN PROGRAMS.

Be iz esn3cted bv the Sezata and Housa of Reprssencitives in General Coure

assembled, aud bv *:e juthority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 713 of the General Laws is her=by amenaded by inserting
aftaz section 12 the foliowing thrme sections:=

Sec2ion 124. For the purposes of sections <twelve A to twelve C,
inclusive, the following vords shall have the following meanings:

"Disabled persoa", a person who is umable to eangage in substaatial gaizful
activity by ceasona of zediczlly determinable physical or meztal ispairzeant
whick caa be expeczad to result in death or be of at least tvelve months'
duration; provided, howvever, that such impairmeat is of such severity that suck
izdividual is uzable to do his previous work, if aay, and, coasidering his age,
education, aad work experience, cannoC engage im substaacial gaia -1 activity.

"Sducation authority”, the school committee or other educition provider
responsible for tte provision of special educatioa pursuzac to the provisioas
of this chaptes.

"Habilitative services”, servicas dirscted toward the alleviation of
limitations on major life activities of 3 disabled person, iacludiag diagnoesis,
evaluatiga, ceatzent, personal care, daycace, respite care, home care,
resideaeial «care, gzoup care in a community cesidezcs, speciazl living
arraageseats, traiaing, education, sheltered employmeat, supported work,
recreation, couaseling, protactive and social services, legal sezvices,
infor=ation and referral services, and tramsportation sezvices.

"Major life activity”, self-care, including personal hygiene, dressiag and
eating; coomuaicatioa aand language skills, including reception and expression;
learning; mobility; capacity for independenc living; and ecogomic
self-suificiency.

"Substaatial gainful activity”, the perfarmance of 2 task for a3t least
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twealy hours per wves=k Sor whici a2 disabled persoa recmives cospensatica eiller
in curreacy or io~zind; provided, however, that suck activicy shail got iacliude
sheltared workshops, supported wvork, occupational thezrapy or iay other wark
activity supported by the federal, state, or local governmeats for the purpose
of assisting suck disabled persoa to participate in such activity.

"Tzansitional plas™, a plan for a2 program of bhabilitative services for
dizabled person vhose eazitlement to serviées under special education programs
has terminated or will terminazs as 2 rasult of $u=h pezson's graduation £rom
hizh school or attainment of age tweaty=-two.

Section 128. There shall be within the executive office of human servicas
a3 bureau of traassitional planning. Thera ix also hersby established within the
execucive office of human services a committee, %o be known as the traansitional
advisory commilttse, which shall meet on a regular and periodic basis for the
purpose of zeviewing and approving transitiocmal plans for disabled pessons
whose entitlement to services under special educationa programs has terminated
or will tesminate within two years. The committes shall coasist of by the
secrecary of the executive office of human services who shall be chairmaa, ot
his designes, and ones repressentative from each of the following ageacies: the
executive office of manpower affairs, the department of mental health, the
departzeat of social secvices, tha departaent of public welfare, the departmeant
of public healtk, the Massachusetzs rehabilitation cooamission, the
Hassachusetts office of deafness, the Massachusetts commission for the blind
and the departoeat of education. Said represeatatives shall be designated by
the executive secretary, commissioner or department head vhose agency they
shall zepreseac. The committss shall adopt rules and procedures governing its
proceedings. Members of the committae shall not be compeansated for servics on
said committae. )

Section 12C. A disabled person who has been recziving special education
under the provisions of this chapter shall be eligible, subject to
appropriation, upea graduation from high school or upen atizining the age of
tweaty-two, whickever occurs first, to receive habilitative services in the
zaaner bereinafier provided. The educatioa authority which is respoasible for
the education of 3 person with special needs shall, with the consent of such
persoa or his pareat or guardiaam, at least two years bYefore such person attains
the age of twenty-two or at least twa vears before such persoa’s graduation,

wnichever ficrst occurs, determine whether such pecson m3Y need continuing
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hasilisative segvices and cotifly the bureau of tramsilicnal plaamiag of zte
3ase 3ad address of suck persom, th ::'.;:rd of the special education sarvices
Seizg prsvided to suck pesson, and the expected date of tarsinatioa of sucx
serviges. withia thirsy days ¢f suca aotificatiocn, said bureau will begia to
srepace a case £file on such person cemsisting of 3ll available information
rsievaat %o tue questiocns of whether such person is 3 disabled person withiz
the =eagiag of seczion twelve A and wiaich habilitative servicas o3y be
gecessary ¢f appropriate Lo assist such persoa in r=aliziag his poczatial for
self-qufficisacy iz major life acsivities. The educstiom authority shall, with
the conseat of suca persen or bis parcent or guardian, provide said bureau with
copies of r=lavant portioas of zacord of such persoa, which shall be included
ia such personr's case file. Said bureau shall alss provide an opportunity for
the submission by or om bekalf of suck persca, of izformation relative to such
pesson’s special aneeds, and all information so provided shall be includad in
such persog'’s case £ile,

IZ at the time of said cotification to said bureau, such person has been
determined to be elizible for disability bepefizs uader Title II or Title XVI
of the Unitad Statss Social Security Act, such persoan shall be deezed to be a
disabled persca within the meaning of sectioa twelve A, ahd said bureszu shall
make a preliminary determination of the ageacy or ageacies which shall develop
a traaositiomal plaa for such person. If at such tise sueh person has aot bes=n
determined o be eligible for such benefits, said bureau shall refar suca
person to the Massachusetts rshabilitation commission for a3 determinatica
whether he is a2 disabled person withia the meaning of saction twelve A. 4s a
condition of such referral, said bureau may ‘require that ag application be
submitzed forthwith on behalf of such person for such benefits,

With respect to eack such person referred 20 it under the precadiag
paragraph, the Massachusetts rshabilitatioa commissiona shall provide writzea
aotica to said bureau and Co such person ar his parent or guardiap of its
detsrmization whether suck pezson is a1 disabled person. If such person is
determined by the comaission to be disabled, thean his case file shall be
geferred ta said bureau for the preliminary detearmination of the agency or
ageacies which shall develop a tcamsitiomal plan. In addition to any appeal
tights under Titles II aad XVI of the Social Security Act, 3 finding by the
commission that such person is not disabled may be appealed by requescing
teview by the secrefary of human secrvices vithin sixzty days after the date of

issuance of the coowmission's determinationa. The secretary shall approve.
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3 i35
disapprove, or resaad %o said commission for further c'anside:a:ion any such
cequest within aioety days of its receipc by said secr=cary.

Upon rec=ipe of a case file of a disabled person said bucr=au shall make a
preliminary decerminacion of the agency which shall develop a traasitiocnal plaa
for such individual,

If such prelizizary detesrmination is approved by the traansitisnal advisory
cozilles, such ageacy shall, in accordance withk its usual planning proceduras,
except as modified by the provisions of this seczioa, in coopezatica with said
burean, and such person, develop a tramsiticnal plam for suck persoa. The
pareat or guardisn may participate ia the developmezc of the transitisaal plan
unluss such pacticipation i3 objectad to by the disabled persos. Said
transitional plaa skall include, but not be limited to, the following
informatiea: the habilitative services found by the comaittes to be zecessary
or appropriats to as3ist such person is realizing bhis poctaztizl for
self-suflficiesacy in major life activities; the ageacies respoasible for the
provisioca of suck servicas; the location in the least restrictiive ezvizonment
3t which such sezrvicas will be provided; aad the expectaed duratiocn for .the
provisicn of such services. Each transitional plan shall be submitled to the
transiziogal advisory committee for its approval no later than six zoaths prior
to the datz each disabled person attains age twenty-two or graduates, whichever
ocgurs first. The committee shall meet at leasc oace a month £ar tSe purpose
of coasidaring the approval of such traasiticaal plans.

Said cocamittes shall provide the person and his parent or guardian with a
writtea copy of an approved tramsitiomal plan developed for suck person. If
the plan calls for the provisioa of services by an ageacy in the executive
office of human sesvices or ia the exscutive offica of zanpover affairs, the
secretaries of such executive officas sha.. als;:: be provided with 2 writlea
copy of the plag. Each respective seacretary shall review the portisa of such
plaa which calls for the provision of secvicss by an agency wvithin his
exscutive office and may, after comsultation with such agescy asd writlen
gotification to such person or his pacreat or guacrdiaa, make such zedifications
to such portica of said plan as are necessary or appropriate. Any plan which
bas aot beea 30 modified by the executive secretary within sixty days of its
submission to the secretacy sball be deemed to be approved ia the form

submitted.

Affer a tramsitional plag for a disabled person has be=n approved and
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afzaz said izdividual attaios the age of Iweaty-two or graduates, whichever
£is22 occurs, habilitative secvices shall be provided to such person in
icesrcaace Wity ke traasitiomal plan. The secseztary of huzam servicss shall
prsmulzace rules aod ragulactioas for the modificatiom, extemsica, tarmination,
¢ appeal of the tzaamsitional plaa by such person, his parent or guardian, or
any agescy respoasible f£or the provision of servicss pursuaat to suck plaa.
SICIICH 2. Section fifteen of chapter seventy-one B of the Ceneral Laws

is heredy repealed.

House of Repraseatatives, Decamber 9, 1983.
Passad to Ye enacted, e * » Speaker.
In Senate, Deceasbez ? , 1983.

Dot
Passed to be enaczad, MW( e% , President.

Decemcer 2 , 1983.
Approved,

Q/
.

9
7

.

@’/
; Governor.
{4
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MINNESOTA

Policy: The Minnesota Interagency Cooperative Agreement was developed by the State
Transition Interagency Committee (STIC) as a way to ensure that state and local
agencies work together. The agreement was signed in 1987. As early as 1982 there
was a transition agreement between the departments of Vocational Rehabilitation,
Special Education and Vocational Education. The State Transition Interagency
Committee was created in 1984. The Minnesota Legislature established an Interagency
Office on Transition Services within the Department of Education in 1985.
Legislation in 1987 mandated the establishment of community transition interagency
committees and expanded the representation to include more agencies (Amendment to
Minnesota Statutes, Section 120.17, Subdivision 3a and 15, (1986)).

Parties involved: The following agencies participate on the State Transition
Interagency Committee: ’

Department of Education

Department of Human Services (including Mental Retardation)
Department of Jobs and Training (including Vocational Rehabilitation)
Parents Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights (PACER)

State Board of Vocational Technical Education

State Community College System

State Planning Agency (Governor’s Planning Council on DD)

The 1987 legislation requires that community transition interagency
committees consist of representatives from special education, vocational and regular
education, community education, post-secondary education, parents, local business or
industry, rehabilitation services, county social services, health agencies and additional
public or private adult service providers as appropriate.

Purpose: The purpose of the agreement is to ensure that a multidisciplinary
interagency team, including student/client and parents will plan services necessary
during transition. The agreement also ensures that local transition committees are
established to develop, monitor and implement service delivery at the local level and
that state agencies collaborate in terms of policies, standards, funding, etc. Planning
occurs at three levels: planning for individuals, community planning and statewide
planning.

Process: The details of transition planning will be worked out at the local level
through local transition interagency committees. Planning is to begin at the ninth
grade. The expanded version of the Interagency Agreement contains a matrix that
summarizes the services available from each agency to meet transition related needs.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: This is a well rounded planning
process that should be supportive of the needs of children with emotional disabilities.
Parents and parent advocacy groups are clearly included at all levels of planning.
Even though the Mental Health Division does not have a clear presence in this
agreements, inclusion of these services would make this system adaptable to youth
with serious emotional disabilities.

129



Contact Person:

or

Carolyn Elliott

Minnesota Department of Education
Capitol Square

550 Cedar Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

(612)296-4163

Marge Goldberg or Kristin Schoeller
Pacer Center, Inc.

4826 Chicago Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417-1055

(612) 827-2966
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. MISSION.

The State Transition Interagency Committee (STIC) is a
catalyst to state and local systems serving persons with
disabilities in transition from school to community living
and employment. Through interagency cooperative pian-
ning, commitment of resources, and information ex-
change, STIC advances the shared goal of improving tran-
sition services statewide.

The purpose of the STIC is to facilitate working relationships
among participating local and state agencies. They will work
together to develop a system of services so that all Minneso-
tans with disabilities have the opportunity to live and work
within a community as independently as possible. To this
end, the STIC has developed this interagency agreement
and will provide leadership in its implementation.

Transition is defined as the process whereby a person with
disabilities progresses from education to working and liv-
ing in the community. While transition efforts typically fo-
cus on individuais in secondary education programs, this
agreement also addresses the needs of people who have
already left school but for whom there was not adequate
transition planning.

To experience successful transition to work and commu-
nity living, each individual will have access to a full array
of support and training opportunities. To this end, con-
sumers, parents, community resources, governmental
agencies, and private industry wiil together provide lead-
ership for a comprehensive and dynamic system of transi-
tion services.

The purpose of this interagency planning effortis to facili-
tate the necessary changes, both within and among the
agencies, for the creation of an equitable statewide serv-
ice system. It provides current information about what
agency services exist and how agencies work together in
Minnesota’s communities. With local input, agencies can
actively participate in the planning and creating of em-
ployment and community living options for individuals.

Il. BACKGROUND SUMMARY.

Transition From School to Work and Community Living has
received much attention at the nationai, state, and local lev-
els. In light of parent and advocate concerns, federal initia-
tives, and increasing agency awareness, Minnesota agen-
cies and organizations have responded to this challenge.

In 1982, Vocational Rehabilitation, Special Education,
and Vocational Education signed Minnesota’s first coop-
erative agreement on transition. A State Transition inter-
agency Committee was created in 1984 consisting of six
state agencies, including Department of Education, De-
partment of Human Services, Department of Jobs and
Training, State Board of Vocational Technical Education,
State Community College System, State Planning
Agency, and parent and advocate representation to de-
velop a more comprehensive agreement. This new agree-
ment clarifies agency roles and responsibilities and pro-
vides details of impiementation plans that will create a
comprehensive transition system in Minnesota.

Many of the issues addressed by this Agreement and the
State Transition Interagency Committee were raised at
statewide workshops and planning meetings. Early activi-
ties included the ‘’Bridging the Gap’’ awareness confer-
ence (Bloomington, November 1984), and a leadership/
problem-soiving workshop {Alexandria, January 1985).

The Minnesota State Legislature established an Inter-
agency Office on Transition Services in the Department of
Education in July of 1285. Strong support from parents
and advocates was instrumental in its creation. The Office
isresponsible for assessing statewide needs, providing in-
formation and technical assistance, and planning for state
and local agency collaboration to improve employment
and community living outcomes for individuals who are
exiting the secondary school system.

Additional activities that encourage interagency coopera-
tion include the Supported Empioyment Project and Tran-

" sition Inservice Activities, both funded by federal grants.

Regional training of agency personnel and other efforts
have culminated in the development of this agreement to
support state and local interagency planning efforts.

Our focus is the individual. The charge is to develop, im-
plement, and evaluate a plan around the needs of each in-
dividual with the outcome of integrated working and living
in our communities.

Il. STATE TRANSITION INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE
REPRESENTATIVES.

The foilowing agencies and organization representatives
(see appendix) participate on the State Transition Inter-
agency Committee, hereafter known as the STIC.

Client Assistance Project/Legal Advocacy for Persons
with Developmental Disabilities

Department of Education
Secondary Vocational Education Section
Special Education
Interagency Office on Transition Services

Department of Human Services
Division for Persons with Developmental Disabilities

Department of Jobs and Training
Division of Rehabilitation Services
Vocational Rehabilitation
Office of the Commissioner
State Services for the Blind
State Job Training Office
Job Training Partnership Act

Parent Advocacy Coalition for Education Rights
(PACER)

State Board of Vocational Technical Education
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State Community College System

State Planning Agency

Governor's Planning Council on Developmental Dis-
abilities

*These statewide advocacy projects provided significantinputin the de-

velopment of this agreement, but are not formal parties to the agree-
ment.

IV. VALUES STATEMENTS.

Each agency, as a party to this agreement, recognizes the
rights of all students with handicaps to have availabie a
free and appropriate public education. All persons with
disabilities have a right to live and work in the community.
To work toward aur goails, each agency will provide avail-
able resources within the bounds of its mission and the
laws and regulations governing it. In working toward
these goals each agency will recognize:

1.

The dignity of individuals will be valued and the quali-
ties necessary for a rewarding aduit life will be trans-
lated into practical, attainable objectives.

The rights of all persons with disabilities will be pro-
tected in compliance with federal and state human
rights and protection legislation such as Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Education of All
Handicapped Children Act, Carl D. Perkins Vocational
Education Act, the Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act, the Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act, and the DD Bill of Rights in the Developmental
Disabilities Act of 1984.

. Individualized services take into account the wide

range of interests and abilities of persons with disabili-
ties. Individual preferences will be respected and serv-
ice emphasis will be on the development of individual
freedom of choice as deemed appropriate.

Students/clients with disabilities will receive all appro-
priate services as provided by authority and available
resources of each participating agency.

Education, human services, and jobs and training serv-
ices will share the legal and professional responsibili-
ties to collaborate.

Comprehensive planning and collaboration will occur
at the state and local (community) level.

Creative and flexible approaches will be highly valued
as we move ahead with state and local planning.
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To encourage mteragency cooperatlon so. t 'at*people
have the opportunities to work and llve in the commumty .

Our goals mclude' '
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’PLANNING FOR INDIVIDUALS

,Each _agency supports the development of regula-;
~<7tions, policies, and practices for establishing multidis-3

~“ciplinary interagency teams, ‘including student/client ]
i and parent(s), to plan services necessary to meet the
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C OMMUNITY PLANNING
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-ties. These communities will develop, implement, and. *
monitor comprehensive service delivery systems
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tions, policies, and practices for the establishment of

" state agency collaboration to create an equntable
statewide system for the provision of communlt -1
based transmon servnces LT Sl
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VI. OBJECTIVES.

1.0 MULTIDISCIPLINARY INTERAGENCY TEAMS FOR
INDIVIDUALS.

Current Situation: Formal transition planning for second-
ary students with interagency involvement is not done
consistently. Assessments and services are not fully
planned and coordinated among agencies.

Future Direction: Secondary teams will include members
of the essential agencies and shouid be initiated by public
schools. The expanded teams will develop transition
goals and objectives as part of the education plan to ad-
dress current and future needs. Any party to the delivery
and implementation of the plan will be involved in its de-
velopment.

1.1 Include the student/client, parent(s), special educa-
tion and related services staff, and representatives
of essential agencies to assess the service needs of
individual students.

1.2 Design and implement a coordinated, multi-discipli-
nary assessment that identifies the abilities, inter-
ests, and needs of the individual.

1.3 Use assessment information to determine the work-
ing and living environments in which the individual
will function during secondary education and possi-
bly beyond.
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1.4 ldentify the specific skills individuals wiill need to suc-
ceed in the environments identified in objective 1.3.

1.5 ldentify the most effective strategies, resources, and
least restrictive settings for training individuals on
skills identified in objective 1.4.

1.6 Develop a written individualized plan based upon the
. assessed needs of individuals which specifies the
skill training sequences, instructional design and de-
livery methods, related instructionai supports, and
anticipated services to meet transition needs.

1.7 Implement a written individualized plan by appropri-
ate services and resources, and develop additional
services and resources if necessary.

1.8 Monitor and foliow-up the written individualized plan
to evaluate the extent to which services provided
continue to meet the needs of the individuali.

2.0 COMMUNITY TRANSITION INTERAGENCY COM-
MITTEES

Current Situation: Local and regional agencies have over-
lapping needs and goals, but planning is seldom coordi-
nated at the community level. Information and data con-
cerning student/client needs to be shared and exchanged.

Future Direction: Agencies serving student/clients will
plan at the local level to meet the program and service
needs of individuals in their communities. Community
Transition Interagency Committees need to be established
to promote interagency coordination.

2.1 Local committees shall include representatives of
parent and consumer groups, businesses, commu-
nity groups, and the agencies essential to meet the
transition needs of individuals.

2.2 Assure that involved agencies and services under-
stand each other’s functions and resources.

2.3 ldentify the anticipated service needs of individuals
within communities to assure availability of services
and resources.

2.4 Develop alocal agreement to include mission, goals,
objectives, and written implementation plans to as-
sure that transition needs of individuals in the com-
munity are met.

2.5 Design, fund, and implement new or revised service
options.

2.6 Assess the progress of transition services to assist
the community and the state for planning purposes
on a yearly basis.

2.7 Provide leadership in raising community awareness

and expectations of people with disabilities to live
and work in local communities.
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3.0 STATE AGENCIES WITH TRANSITION RELATED RE-
SPONSIBILITIES

Current Situation: Interagency planning needs to include
more agencies while the sharing of responsibilities for
transition activities continues to evolve.

Future Direction: Commitment for interagency planning
will improve throughout the system and local interagency
planning will be promoted and supported.

3.1 ldentify the needs of individuals and families state-
wide, by collecting system data and information on
an ongoing basis.

3.2 Develop policies and procedures, to foster the devel-
opment of local interagency planning for the provi-
sion and delivery of services in local areas.

3.3 Assure that existing resources be used more effi-
ciently and effectively through interagency service
planning and coordination.

3.4 Update and disseminate the interagency agree-
ment’s implementation plan.

3.5 Propose monitoring, supervision, and evaiuation
systems for state and local agencies to assure imple-
mentation of local interagency planning activities.

3.6 Recommend that licensure and other minimum pro-
fessional standards for employing staff in education
and human services include transition related com-
petencies.

3.7 Promote the expectations of people with disabilities
to live and work in the community.

3.8 Provide technical assistance to local committees,
professional organizations, services, and agencies.

VIl. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT.

Liaisons assigned by the Commissioner/Director of each
participating agency/organization shall develop and carry
out a proposed work pian for implementing the agree-
ment. This work plan, which follows, inciudes inservice
and technical assistance activities to work toward the
goals and objectives. The work plan will set the direction
for Minnesota transition services and as such will repre-
sent the dynamic portion of this Agreement. Each bien-
nium, a renewed work plan will be written and dissemi-
nated to agencies invoived.

The Matrix (see appendix) is a guide to services currently
provided. To better meet the needs of individuals, the im-
plementation plan will continue to identify specific colilab-
orative strategies for the agencies involved.



VHi. TERMS OF MINNESOTA INTERAGENCY COOPER-
ATIVE AGREEMENT TO PLAN.

This Agreement shall take effective on October 1, 1987,
and shall remain in effect until terminated. Any party may
terminate its participation in this Agreement by providing
ninety days advance naotice in writing to all the parties to
the Agreement.

This Agreement must be reviewed bienniaily by liaisons of
each agency/organization. The Biennial Implementation
Plans will be developed and disseminated every other
year.

This Agreement'may be amended at any time by prior
written approval of all parties.

Amendments will be attached to the Agreement. -

IX. SIGNATURES.

ity M‘“\

Gerald Christenson, Chancellor
State Community College System
August 17, 1987

77T e bl s

Marge Goldberg, Co-Director &
Parent Advocacy Coalition for Education Rights
March 10, 1987

Qen—o—'k o _Fead

Joséph Graba, Director
State Board of Vocational Technical Education
July 17, 1987

A

Lani Kawamura, Commissioner
State Planning Agency
* Governor’'s Planning Council on Devetopmental Dis-
abilities
July 15, 1987

/m&/ubaww\

Sandra Gardebring, Commissioner
Department of Human Services

T b € Brtutl

Ruth E. Randall, Commissioner
Department of Education

* Special Education

* Secondary Vocational Education
July 14, 1987
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Joe fé;‘nargia, Commissioner
Department of Jobs and Training
* Division of Rehabilitation Services/Vocational Reha-
bilitation
¢ Office of the Commissioner/State Services for the
Blind
¢ State Job Training Office/Job Training Partnership
Act
March 6, 1987

X. APPENDICES.
Several appendices are attached:

A. Work Plan for Implementation
Biennial work plans specify activities, timelines, and
evaluation criteria to accomplish each of the three
goals of the agreement.

B. Matrix
This cooperative planning tool for local agencies de-
scribes which services currently exist.

C. Glossary
The various service categories used in the matrix are
defined.

D. Acronyms List
Abbreviations for terms commoniy used in education,
job training, and human services are listed.

E. State Transition Interagency Committee Members
Members are listed as of July, 1987.

F. Agency Roles and Responsibilities
Agencies describe their roles as they relate to transi-
tion.

G. Model Locai Cooperative Agreements
Agreements from Marshall, Rum River/St. Francis,
and St. Paul are included as examples of local cooper-
ative efforts regarding transition.

H. Additional Resources
A list of additionai resources is included for reference
purposes.



1987 TRANSITION LEGISLATION

TRANSITION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ON IEP

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 120.17 subdivision

3a. is amended to read:

Subd. 3a. [SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.] Every district

shall ensure that

(1) all handicapped children are provided the special

instruction and services which are appropriate to their needs.

The student’s needs and special education instruction and
services to be provided shall be agreed upon through the
development of an individual eduction plan. The plan shall
address the student’s need to develop skills to live and work as
independently as possible within the community. By grade nine or
age 14, the plan shall address the student’s needs for transition

from secondary services to post-secondary education and training,

employment, and community living;
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1987 TRANSITION LEGISLATION
COMMUNITY TRANSITION INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE

Subd. 16. [COMMUNITY TRANSITION INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE.] A
district, group of districts, or special education cooperative,
in cooperation with the county or counties in which the district
or cooperative is located, shall establish a community transition
interagency committee for handicapped vouth, beginning at grade
nine or age equivalent, and their families. Members of the
committee shall consist of representatives from special
education; post-secondary education and training institutions:
parents of handicapped youth; local business or industry:
rehabilitation services; county social services; heélth agencies:
and additional public or private adult service providers as
appropriate. The committee shall elect a chair and shall meet

reqularly. The committee shall:

(1) identify current services, programs, and funding
sources provided within the community for secondary and post-
secondary aged handicapped youth and their families;

(2) facilitate the development of multiagency teams to
address present and future transition needs of individual
students on their individual education plans;

(3) develop a community plan to include mission, goals, and
objectives, and an implementation plan to assure that transition
needs of handicapped individuals are met;

(4) recommend changes or improvements in the community
system of transition services;

(5) exchange agency information such as appropriate data,
effectiveness studies, special projects, exemplary programs and
creative funding of programs; and

(6) prepare a yearly summary assessing the progress of
transition services in the community and disseminate it to all
adult services agencies involved in the planning and to the
commissioner of education by September 1 of each year.
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NEW YORK

Policy: Six laws exist that relate to the provision of transition services for youth with
disabilities who are likely to be served in the adult system upon reaching the age of
majority; Chapter 544 (Education Law, section 4404, subdivision 1, 1982), Chapter 570
(Education Law, section 4402, subdivision 1b, 1983), Chapter 462 (Education Law,
section 4402, subdivision 6, 1984), Chapter 82 (Education Law, section 4402,
subdivision 1b, 1985), Chapter 241 (1985), and Chapter 256 (Education Law, section
4402, subdivision 1b, 1988).

Parties involved: Various state departments as well as the New York State Citizen’s
Task Force on Aging Out and the New York State Council on Children and Families.

Purpose Under Chapter 544, youth between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one who
attend out-of-state programs are referred to the adult service system. When the child
reaches eighteen the home school district or social service agency informs parents that
funds for educational services will stop at age twenty-one. Upon written
authorization from the parents or child, information on the child is forwarded to the
Council on Children and Families. The Council must work with adult providers and
make recommendations for services that will be needed after age twenty-one.
Recommendations must be sent to the parents no later than six months before the
child turns twenty-one. The same process is used for children placed in out of state
foster homes and treatment programs.

Under Chapter 570, passed in 1983, a similar process (to 544) is in place for
children placed within New York State in a state or state supported school, group
home, boarding home or child care facility. After receiving parental consent,
information is sent to the relevant adult service agency. The agency can refuse the
case if the service needs do not fit into its area. In case of dispute, the Council on
Children will provide a resolution. For children in residential care or group homes, a
social service official can initiate the process.

Chapter 462, passed in 1984, mandates planning and referral for youth who are
receiving special education services for 100% of their day. With these children,
transition planning begins at age fifteen. Chapter 82 (1985) further clarifies the
consent issue by specifying that persons eighteen years or older must be given the
opportunity to consent to the release of personal information.

Chapter 256 (1988) amends existing legislation to provide a more uniform
process for referrals. Changes include making Chapter 544 referrals directly to
appropriate adult services agencies (instead of to the Council on Children & Families),
allowing for parent participation in the consent process for Chapter 462 referrals over
age eighteen, deleting the current requirement of sending copies of all referral packets
to the State Education Department, and making consistent the annual reporting
requirements under all three referral laws.

Another approach to the transition needs of youth is seen in Chapter 241 (1985)
which required the Council on Children and Families (a state agency) to develop a
report that provided estimates of the number of youth who would age out of the
system in the next five years. This information was shared with appropriate adult
services agencies who were then required to submit long range plans dealing with
these populations to the Governor and the Legislature early in 1986. New York also
maintains a transitional funding program which allows young adults with disabilities
to remain in their residential/educational program until space in an adult program is
available. The New York State Citizens Task Force on Aging Out has several regional
task forces that function both to comment on the problems associated with aging out
and provide on-going public awareness activities. This Task Force is currently
developing additional legislative proposals.
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Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: Mental illness is one of the disabling
conditions covered in these laws. Although initiating planning at age eighteen does
not ensure placement in needed adult programs for all children with emotional
disabilities, the referral processes would automatically include a large number of
children with serious emotional disorders. New York has made provisions for working
with a range of services from twenty-four hour residential/educational settings to a
variety of special education programs in public and private schools. Such provisions
are an important consideration for children with emotional disabilities.

Contact Person: Barbara Spoor
New York State Office of Advocate for the Disabled
One Empire State Plaza, 10th Floor
Albany, New York 12223

(518) 473-4129
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1982 REGULAR SESSION
Laws of New York

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN PLACED OUTSIDE STATE—
REFERRAL PROCESS FOR SERVICES AS ADULTS

CHAPTER 544
Approved and effective July 20, 1982

AN ACT to amend the education law and the social services
law, in relation to the establishment of a referral process for
handicapped children returning to New York state for adult
services

The People of the State of New York, represented in
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision one of section forty-four hundred
seven of the education law, as added by chapter eight
hundred fifty-three of the laws of nineteen hundred seventy-
six, is amended to read as follows:

1.  a. When it shall appear to the satisfaction of the
" department that a handicapped child, who, in the judgement
of the department can reasonably be expected to benefit
from instruction, is not receiving such instruction because
there are no appropriate public or private facilities for
instruction of such a child within this state because of the
unusual type of the handicap or combination of handicaps as
certified by the commissioner, the department is authorized
to contract with an educational facility located outside the
state, which, in the judgement of the department, can meet
the needs of such child, for instruction of sueh child in such
educational facility, and the department is further authorized
to expend for such purpose a sum not exceeding the allowable
tuition charges per eligible pupil at sueh educational facili-
ties as determined by the commissioner of education and
approved by the director of the budget.

b. When a child, who is placed pursuant to this
article in an educational facility located outside the state,
attains the age of eighteen, the school distriet of which such
child is a resident shall notify the child's parent or guardian
in writing that the child will not be entitled to receive tuition
free educational services after the age of twenty-one or
after the time described in subdivision five of section forty-
four hundred two of this chapter, whichever is later. If a
child is over the age of eighteen when placed pursuant to this
article in an educational facility located outside the state,
such notice shall be made at the time of placement.
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¢. Written notice given pursuant to paragraph b of
this subdivision shall describe in detail the parent's or guardi-
an's opportunity to consent to having the child's name and
other relevant information forwarded to the department for
the purpose of determining whether such child will need
services after the age of twenty-one and, if such need exists,
planning and coordinating the child's return to New York
state for adult services. For the purposes of this subdivision
relevant information shail be defined as that information in
the possession of and used by the school distriet to ascertain
the physical, mental, emotional and cultural-educational
factors which contribute to the child's handicapping con-
dition, including but not limited to: results of physical and
psychological examinations performed by private and school
district phvsicians and psvchologists; relevant information
presented by the parent, guardian and teacher; school data
which bear on the child's progress including the child's most
recent individualized education program; results of the
most recent examinations and evaluations performed pur-
suant to clause (d) of subparagraph three of paragraph b of
subdivision one of section forty-four hundred two of this
article: and results of other suitable evaluations and exam-
inations possessed by the school district. Nothing in this
subdivision shall be construed to require any school district to
perform any examination or evaluation not otherwise re-
quired by law.

d. Upon the written consent of the parent or
guardian, the department shall submit the relevant infor-
mation received pursuant to paragraph ¢ of this subdivision to
the council on children and families on such child's need for
service after age twenty-one for planning purposes.

e. When the relevant information is submitted to
the council on children and families pursuant to this sub-
division, the council shall cooperate with adult service pro-
viders, such as the department of social services, the office
of mental retardation and developmental disabilities, the
office of mental health and the office of vocational rehabili-
tation of the education department in determining whether
such child will need services after the age of twenty-one and,
if such need exists, planning and coordinating such child's
return to New York state for adult services. The council
shall arrange with the appropriate state agency for the
development of a recommendation of all appropriate in-state
programs operated, licensed, certified or authorized by such
agency-which may be available when such child attains the
age of twenty-one. Such recommendation of all programs
shall be made available to the parent or guardian of such
child at least six months before such child attains the age of
twentv-one. All records, reports and information received,
compiied or maintained by the counecil pursuant to this
subdivision shall be subject to the confidentiality require-
ments of the department. 140




§ 2. Section three hundred ninet -w.o... .: .. oouiil sei-
vices law is amended by adding a new subdivision twelve to
read as follows:

12. (a) In the case of a child with « nwiilicasping
condition who is placed, pursuant to this chapter, in a {oster
care agency or institution located outside the state, and who
attains the age of eighteen, the social services official shall:

(i) determine whether such child will need services
after the age of twenty-one, and, if such need exists;

(ii) assess the nature of the services required;

(iii) notify the parent or guardian of such child's need for
services; and

(iv) upon the written consent of the parent or guardian,
and notwithstanding section three hundred seventy-two of
this article, submit a report on the child's need for services
after age twenty-one to the department for planning

purposes.

(b) Upon the written consent of the parent or
guardian; the department shall submit the report received
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision to the council on
children and families.

(e¢) When a child's report is submitted to the council
on children and families pursuant to this subdivision, the
council shall cooperate with adult service providers, such as
the department of social services, the office of mental
retardation and developmental disabilities, the office of
mental health and the office of vocational rehabilitation of
the education department in planning and coordmatlrg such
child's return to New York state for adult services. 1The
council shall arrange with the appropriate state agency for
the development of a recommendation of all appropriate in-
state programs operated, licensed, certified or authorized by
such agency and which may be available when such child
attains the age of twenty-one. Such recommendation of all
programs shall be made available to the parent or guardian of
such child at least six months before such child attains the
age of twenty-one. All records, reports and information
received, compiled or maintained by the council pursuant to
this subdivision shall be subject to the confidentiality re-
quirements of the department.

§ 3. The commissioner of education, in consultation with
the commissioners of the department of social services, the
office of mental health and the office of mental retardation
and developmental disabilities; and the commissioner of
saocial services in consultation with the commissioners of
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education, the office of mental health and the office of
mental retardation and developmental disabilities shall
promulgate rules and regulations as are appropriate to imple-
ment this act which shall provide for, but not be limited to:
the identification of children placed out-of-state, the manner
and format of the determination and assessment for services
after age twenty-one, the notification and consent of the
parent or guardian and, in consultation with the counecil on
children and families, the form and content of the report
filed with the council.

§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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CHAPTER 570 oF THE LAWS ofF 1983

' STATE OF NEW YORK

EFFECTIVE, JyLY 20, 1383

1983-1984 Regular Sessions

IN SENATE

May 3, 1983

Introduced by Sens. FLYNN, DONOVAN, JOHNSON, PADAVAN -- (at request of
the Governor) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to
be committed to the Committee on Education -- committee discharged,
bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted to said
committee

AN ACT to amend the education law, the social services law, the mental
hygiene law and the executive law, in relation to the referral of han-
dicapped children for adult services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph b of subdivision one of section four thousand
four hundred two of the education law is amended by adding a new sub-
paragraph five to read as follows:

5. The committee on the handicapped or, in the case of a state or

- state supvorted school, the multidisciplinary team shall provide written

notice that a child who is placed in those residential programs speci-
fied in varagraphs d, g and 1 of subdivision two of section four
thousand four hundred one of this article is not entitled to recsive tu-

ition free educational services after the age of twentv-one, the receipt

of a high school diploma or the time described in subdivision five of

this section. Such written notice shall be provided to the parents or

legal guardian of such child when such child attains the age of eighteen

or, if such child is over the age of eighteen when placed in such a

residential program, at the time of placement. The commissioner shall
designate the committee responsible for carrying out the provisions of
this subparagraph.

(a) Written notice given pursuant to this subparagraph shall describe
in detail the parent's or guardian s opportunity to consent to having

the child s name and other relevant information forwarded in a report to
the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation
and developmental disabilities, commissioner of social services, or com-
missioner of education or their designees for the purpose of determining

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
LBD11135-04-3
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whether such child will likely need services after the age of twenty-one
and, if so, recommending possible adult services. For the purpvoses of
this subparagraph 'relevant information' shall be defined as that in-
formation in the possession of and used by the committee or the multid-
isciplinary team to ascertain the physical, mental, emotional and
cultural-educational factors which contribute to the child's handicap-
ping condition, including but not limited to: (i) results of physical
and psychological examinations performed by private and school district
physicians and psychologists; (ii) relevant information presented by the
parent, guardian and teacher; (iii) school data which bear on the
child's progress including the child's most recent individualized educa-
tion program; (iv) results of the most recent examinations and evalua-
tions performed pursuant to clause (d) of subparagraph three of this
paragraph; and (v) results of other suitable evaluations and examina-
tions possessed by the committee. Nothing in this clause shall be con-
strued to require any commiteee or multidisciplinary team to perform any
examination or evaluation not otherwise required bv law.

(b) Upon the written consent of the parent or legal guardian, the com-
mittee or multidisciplinary team shall forward the child's name and
other relevant information in a report to the commissioner of mental
health, commissioner of mental retardation and developmental disabili-
ties, commissioner of social services or commissioner of education or
their designees for the development of a recommendation for adult ser-
vices pursuant to section 7.37 or 13.37 of the mental hygiene law, sec-
tion three hundred ninety-eight-c of the social services law or subdivi-

-sion ten of section four thousand four hundred three of this article.

The committee or multidisciplinarvy team shall determine which commis-
sioner shall receive the report by considering the child's handicapping
condition and physical, mental, emotional and social needs.

(c) A copy of such report shall also be submitted to the state educa-
tion deparrtment at the same time that such reoort is submitted to the
commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation and
developmental disabilities or commissioner of social services or their
designees.

{d) When the committee or multidisciplinarv team is notified by the
commissioner who received the report that such state agency is not
responsible for determining and recommending adult services for the
child, the committee or multidisciplinary team shall forward the report
to another commissioner; or, if the committee or multidisciplinary team
determines that there exists a dispute as to which state agency has the
responsibility for determining and recommending adult services, the com-

‘mittee or multidisiciplinary team may forward the report to the council

on children and families for a resolution of such dispute.

(e) The committee and multidisciplinary team shall prepare and submit
an _annusl report to the state education _department on October - first,
nineteen hundred eighty-four and thereafrter on or before October first
of each vear. Such annual report shall contain the number of cases sub-
mitted to each commissioner pursuant to clause (b) of this subparagraoh,
the type and severity of the handicapping condition involved with each
such case, the number of notices recejved which deny responsibility for
determining and recommending adult services, and other information
necessary for the state education department and the council on children
and families to monitor the need for adult services. Such annual report
shall not contain individually identifying information. The state educa-
tion department shall forward a copy of such annual report to the coun-
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cil on children and families. All information received by the council on
children and families pursuant to this clause shall be subject to the
confidentiality requirements of the department. ]

§ 2. Section four thousand four hundred three of such law is amended
by adding a new subdivision ten to read as follows:

10. a. The commissjioner shall determine whether a child, whose report
is submitted to the department pursuant to clause (b) of subparagraph
five of paragraph b of subdivision one of section forty-four hundred two
of this article or subdivision thirteen of section three hundred ninety-
eight of the social services law, will likely need adult services and,
if such need will likely exist, develop a recommendation of all appro-
priate programs operated or approved by the department which may be
available when the child attains the age of twenty-one. If necessary and
appropriate, the commissioner may conduct an evaluation of the child to
determine if adult services will be needed. Such recommendation of all
programs shall be made available to the parent or guardian of such child
as soon as practicable but no later than six months before such child
attains the age of twenty-one.

b. If the commissioner determines, pursuant to paragraph a of this
subdivision, that such child will not require adult services, the com-~
missioner shall notify the child's parent or guardian in writing of such
determination. Such notice shall be given as soon as practicable but no
later than six months before the child attains the age of twenty-one.

c. Notwithstanding paragraphs a and b of this subdivision, the commis-
sioner may determine that the education department 1is not responsible
for determining and recommending adult services for such child. When
such a determination is made it shall be made as soon as practicable af-
ter receiving the report and the commissioner shall promptly notify in
writing the committee on the handicapped, multidisciplinary team or
social services official who sent the report that such determination has
been made. Such notice shall state the reasons for the determination
and may recommend a state agency which may be resovonsible for determin-
ing and recommending adult services.

d. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to create an en-
titlement to adult services.

e. A designee of the commissioner may carry out the functions of the
commissioner described in this subdivision.

§ 3. Section three hundred ninety-eight of the social services law is
amended by adding a8 new subdivision thirteen to read as follows:

13. (a) In the case of a child who is developmentally disabled as such
term is defiped in section 1.03 of the mental hygiene law, emotionally
disturbed or physically handicapped and who is receiving care in a group
home, agency boarding home, or any child care facility operated by an
authorized agency with a capacity of thirteen or more children, who at-
tains the age of eighteen and who will continue in such care ' aftar the
age of eighteen, or who is vplaced in such care after the age of

.eighteen, the social services official shall notify the parent or guar--

dian of such child that such care will terminate when such child attains

. the age of twenty-one. Such notice shall be in writing and shall

describe in detail the parent's or guardian' s opoortunity to consent to
having such child's name and other information forwarded in a report to
the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation
and developmental disabilities, commissioner of education or commis-
sioner of social services or their designees for the purpcse of deter-
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mining whether such child will likely need services after the age of
twentv-one and, if so, recommending possible adult services. .

{b) Upon the written consent of the parent or guardian and
notwithstanding section .three hundred seventy-two of this article, the

"social services official shall submit a report on such child s possible

need for services after age twenty-one to the commissioner of mental
health, commissioner of mental retardation and developmental disabili-
.ties, commissioner of social services or commissioner of education or
their designees for the development of a recommendation pursuant to sec-
tiom 7.37 or 13.37 of the mental hygiene law, section three hundred
nimety-eight-c of this article or subdivision ten of section four
thousand four hundred three of the education law. The social services
official shall determine which commissioner shall receive the report by
cansidering the child's handicapping condition. If the social services
official determines- that <the child will need adult services from the
department and such social services official is the commissioner's
designee pursuant to this subdivision and section three hundred ninety-
eight-c of this article, such social services official shall perform the
services described in section three hundred .ninety-eight-c of this
articile.

{c) A copy of such report shall also be submitted to the department at
the seme time that such report is submitted to the commissioner of men-
tal health, commissioner of mental retardation and developmental disa-
bilities or commissioner of education or their designees. -

(d) VWhen the social services official is notified by the commissioner
who received the report that such state agency is not responsible for
determining and recommending adult services for the child, the social
services official shall forward the report to another commissioner; or,
if the social services official determines that there exists a dispute
berween state agencies as to which state agency has the responsibility
for determining and recommending adult services, the social services of-
ficial may forward the report to the council on children and families
for & resolution of such dispute.
~ (e) The socisl services official shall prepare and submit an annual
report to the department on October first, nineteen hundred eighty-four
and thereafter on or before October first of each year. Such annual
report shall contain the number of cases submitted to each commissioner
pursuant to paragrapvh {(b) of this subdivision, the type and severity of
the handicapping condition of each such case, the number of notices
received which deny responsibility for determining and recommending
adult services, and other information necessary for the department and
the council on children and families to monitor the need for adult ser-
vices, but shall not contain personally identifving information. The
deparsment shall forward copies of such annual reports to the council on
children and families. All information received by the council on chil-
dren and families opursuant to this paragraph shall be subject to the
confidentiality requirements of the department.

§ 4. Such law is amended by adding a new section three hundred ninety-
eight-c to read as follows:

§ 398-c. Powers and duties of the commissioner in relation to

children. 1. The commissioner shall determine whether a child, whose
report is submitted to the department pursuant to subparagraovh five of

paragraoh b of subdivision one of sasction forty-four hundred two of the
educstion law or subdivision thirteen of section three hundred ninety-
eight of this article, will likely need adult services and, if such need
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will 1ikely exist, develop a recommendation of all appropriats programs
authorized or operated by the department which may be available when ths
child attains. the age of twenty-ones. If necessary and appropriats, the
commissioner may conduct an evaluation of the child to determine if
adult services will be necessary. Such recommendation of all programs
shall be made available to the parent or guardian of such child as soon
a3 practicable but  no later than six months before such child attains
the age of twenty-ons. .

2. 1f the commissioner determines pursuant to subdivision one of this
section, that such child will not require adult services, the commis-
sioner shall notify the child's parent or guardian in writing of such
determination. Such notice shall be given as soon as practicable but no
later than six months before the child attains the age of twenty-ona.

3. Notwithstanding subdivisions one and two of this section, the com-
missioner may determine that the department is not responsible for
determining and recommending adult services for such child. When such a
determination is made it shall be made as soon &as practicable after
receiving the report and the commissioner shall promptly notify in writ-
ing the committee on the handicapped, multidisciplinary team or social
services official who sent the report that such determination has been
made. Such notice shall state the reasons for the determination and may
recommend a state agency which may be responsible for determining and
recommending adult services.

4, Nothing in this section shall be construed to create an entitlement
to adult services.

5. A designee of the commissioner may carry out the functions of the
commissioner described in this section. .

§ 5., The mental hygiene law is amended by adding two new sections 7.37
and 13.37 to read as follows:

§ 7.37 Powers of the office and commissioner in relation to the planning
and referral of mentally il]l children for adult services.

(a) As used in this section:

1. 'report’ means a report submitted to the office pursuant to sub-
paragraph five of paragraph b of subdivision one of section four
thousand four hundred two of the education law or subdivision thirteen
of section three hundred ninety-eight of the social services law.

2. ''child' means the child who is the subject of a report.

3. 'local governmental unit means a governmental unit as defined and
used in article forty-one of this chapter.

4. 'voluntary agency' shall have the same meaning as that used in ar-
ticle forty-one of this chapter.

(b) Upon receipt of a report, the commissionar shall review the report
to determine if the child will likely need adult services. If necessary
and appropriate, the commissioner may conduct an evaluation of the child
to _determine if adult services will be needed. If the child will 1likely
need adult services, the commissioner shall identify in a written recom=-
mendation those programs or services which may be available when <the
child attains the age of twenty-one and which are operated or licensed
by the office and by the local governmental unit of the county in which
the child resides, or in the event that the child resides in a county
within the city of New York, the local governmental unit of the city of

New York. Such written recommendation shall be made available to the
child's parents or guardian as soon as practicable but not later than

six months before the child attains the age of twentvy-one.
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(¢) If the commissioner determines, pursuant to subdivision (b) of
thiz section, that such child will not regquire adult services, the com-

missioner shall notify the child's parent or guardian in writing of such
determination. Such notice shall be given -as soon as practicable but no
later than six months before the child attains the age of twenty-ome.

(d) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, the com-
missioner may determins that the office is not responsible for determin-

ing and recommending adult services for the child. When such a determi-
nation is made it shall be made as socon as practicable after receiving
the report and the commissioner shall promptly notify in writing the
committee on the handicapped, multidisciplinary team or social services
official who sent the report that such determination has been made. Such
notice shall state the reasons for the determination and may recommend a
state agency which may be responsible for determining and recommending

adult services.

(e) The commissioner may designate any qualified employee of the of-
fice or any psychiatric center to carry out the functions described in
subdivisions (b c) and (d) of this section. The commissioner may en-
ter agreements with local governmental units and voluntary agencies to
provide the services described in subdivisions (b), (c¢) and (d) of this
section. Consistent with these agreements, the commissioner may desig-
nate a local governmental unit or voluntary agency to carry out the
functions of the commissioner described in this section- and the local
governmental unit or voluntary agency shall perform those functions.

(f) All information received by a local governmental unit or voluntary
agency pursuant to this section shall be subject to the confidentiality
reguirements of the office.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to create an entitle-
ment to adult services.

§ 13.37 Powers of the office and commissjioner in relation to the plan-
ning and referral of mentally retarded and developmentally
disabled children for adult services,

(a) As used in this section:

1. "report" means & report submitted to the office pursuant to sub-
paragraph five of paragraph b of subdivision one of section four
thousand four hundred two of the education law or subdivision thirteen
of section three hundred ninety-eight of the socisl services law.

2. 'child” means the child who is the subject of a report.

3. "local governmental unit" means a governmental unit as defined and
used in article forty-one of this chapter.

4. voluntary agency" shall have the same meaning as that used in ar-
ticle forty-one of this chapter.

{b) Upon receipt of a report, the commissioner shall review the report
to determine if the child will likely need adult services. If necessary
and appropriate, the commissioner may conduct an evaluation of the child
to determine if adult services will be needed. If the child will likely
nesd adult services, the commissioner shall identifv in a written recom-
mendation those programs or services which may be available when the
child attains the age of twenty-one and which are operated or licensed

by the office and by the local governmental unit of the county in which
the child resides, or in the event that the child resides in a county
within the city of New York, the local governmental unit of the city of

New - ¥ork. Such written recommendation shall be made availsble to the
child s parents or guardian as soon as practicable but no later than six
months before the child attains the age of twenty-one.

148



S. 6449--A 7

(c) 1f the ~commissioner determines, pursuant to subdivision (b) of
this section, that such child will not regquire adult services, the com-

missioner shall notify the child's parent or guardian in writing of such
determination. Such notice shall be given &as soon as practicable but no
later than six months before the child attains the age of twenty-one.

(d) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section the com-
missioner may determine that the office is not responsible for determin-
ing and recommending adult services for the child. When such a determi-
nation is made it shall be made as soon as practicable after receiving
the report and the commissioner shall promptly notify in writing the
committee on the handicapped, multidisciplinary team or social services
official who sent the report that such determination has been made. Such
notice shall state the reasons for the determination and may recommend a
state agency which may be responsible for determining and recommending
adult services.

(e) The commissioner may designate any qualified employee of the of-
fice to carry out the functions described in subdivisions (b}, (¢) 'and
(d) of this section. The commissioner may enter agreements with local
governmental units and voluntary agencies to provide the services
described in subdivisions (b), (¢) and (d) of this section. Consistent
with these agreements, the commissioner may designate a local governmen-
tal unit or voluntary agency to carry out the functions of the commis-
sioner described in this section and the local governmental unit or
voluntary agency shall perform those functions.

(f) All information received by a local governmental unit or voluntary
agency pursuant to this section shall be subject to the confidentjiality
requirements of the office.

(g) Nothing in this section shall be construed to create an entitle-
ment to adult services.

§ 6. Subdivision five of section four hundred forty-four of the exe-
cutive law is amended by adding a new paragraph (e) to read as follows:

(e) A dispute relative to which member agency shall have the responsi-
bility for determining and recommending adult services pursuant to sec-
tions 7.37 and 13.37 of the mental hygiene law, section three hundred
ninetv-cight-c of the social services law, or subdivision ten of section
four hundred forty-four of the education law shall be resolved in ac-
cordance with this subdivision.

§ 7. The commissioners of education, department of social services,
office of mental health, and office of mental retardetion and develop-
mental disabilities and the executive director cof the council on chil-
dren and families, in consultation with one another, shall promulgate,
within six months from the date that this act shall take effect, rules
and regulations as are appropriate to implement this act. Such regula-
tions shall provide that the notices and reports required by this act
shall, to the extent possible, be compatible among such state agencies.

§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately.
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IN SENATE

March 21, 1984

Introduced by Sens. FLYNN, PADAVAN, DONOVAN -- (at request of the Gover-
nor) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be commit-
ted to the Ccmmittee on Education -~ committee discharged, bill
amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recommitted to said commit-
tee

AN ACT to amend the education law and the mental hygiene law, in rela-
tion to the referral of handicapped children for adult services

The Peovle of the State of New York, reoresented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph b of subdivision cne of section four thousand
four hundred two of the education law is amended by adding a new sub-
paragraph six to read as follows:

(6) Upon the first annual review after the age of fifteen of a child
who: is receiving non-residential special services or programs as speci-
fied in paragravh a8, b, ¢, e, £, i, j or 1 of subdivision two of section
four thousand four hundred one of this article; is receiving such soe-
cial services or programs one hundred ver centum of the school day; is
receiving individualized attention or intervention because of intensive
management needs or a severe handicap:; and, mav need, as determined by
the committee on the handicapped pursuant to regulations promulgated by
the commissioner of education, adult services from the office of mental
health., office of mental retardation and develoomental disabilities or
the state education department, the committee shall provide written not-
ice to such child's parent or guardian that such child is not entitled
To recejve tuition free educational services after the receipnt of a high
school diploma, the age of twentv-one or the time described in subdivi-
sion five of this section.

(a) Written notice given pursuant to this subvaragraoh shall describe
in detail the parent's or guardian's oopportunitv to consent to having
the child's name and other relevant information forwarded in a report
to the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation
and develoomental disabilities or commissioner of education or their
designees for the purpose of determining whether such child will likely
need adult services and, if so, recommending possible adult services.

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
: LBD13581-03~4
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For the purposes of this suboaragraph "relevant information" shall pe

defined as that information in the possession of and used bv the commite
tee to ascertain the ophvsical. mental, emotional and __ cultural=~
educational factors which contribute to the child's handicaovpin condie
tion, including but not limited to: (i) results of ovphvsical and psve
chological examinations performed by private and school district physie
cians and osvehologists: (ii) relevant information opresented by the
parent, guardian and teacher; (3ii) school data which bear on the
child's progress including the child's most recent individuaslized educa=
tion oprogram: (iv) results of the most recent examinations and evaluae
tions performed pursuant to clause (d) of subvaragravh three of <this
paragraph: and (v) results of other suitable evaluations and examina-
tions possessed bv the committee. Nothing in this subparagraph shall be
construed to reguire anv committee to pnerform any examination or evalua~
tion not otherwise recuired bv law.

(b) Uvpon the written consent of the parent or guardian. the committes
shall forward the child's name and other relevant information, in a
report to the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental
rerardation and develoomental disabilities or commissioner of education
or <their designees for the develooment of a recommendaticn for adult
services opursuant to section 7.37 or 13.37 of the mental hyegiene law or
subdivision ten of section four thousand four hundred three of this
article, The committee shall determine which commissioner shall receive
the report bv considering the child's handicaoping cendition and ohysi-
cal, mental. emotional and social needs. The committee shall forward ad-
ditional and vndated relevant information to the commissioner of mental
health. commissioner of mental retardation and develoomental disabili-
ties oOr zcommissioner of education or their designees upon the recuest
for Such information bv such commissioner or designee and upon obtaining
approoriate consent.

(c) A coov of such report shall also be submitted to the state educa-
tion department at the same time that such report is forwarded to the
commissioner of mental health or commissioner of mental retardation and
developmental disabilities or their designee.

(d) When the committee is notified by the commissioner who received
the report that such state agency is not responsible for determining and
recommending adult services for the child, the committee shall forward
the revort to another commissioner: or, if the committee determines that
there exists a dispute as to which state agency has the responsibility
for determining and recommending adult services, the committee may for-
ward the report to the cosuncil on children and families for & resolution
of such disoute.

(e) The committee shall oprepare and submit an annual report to the
state education devartment on October first. of each vear. Such annual
report shall ceontain the number of cases submitTed to each commissioner
pursuant to clause (b) of this suboaragraoh, the type and severity of
the handicapping condition involved with each such case, the number of

notices received which denv responsibility for determining and recom=
mending adult services, and other information necessary for the state

education department and the council on children and families to monitor

the need for adult services. Such annual report shall not contain indiv-
idually identifving information. The state education department shall

forward a coov of such annual report tc the council on children and

families. All information received bv the council on children and famil-
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ies pursuant to this clause shall be subject to the confidentiality

reguirements cf the department.

§ 2. Paragraph a of subdivision ten of section four thousand four hun-
dred thrae of such law, as added by chapter five hundred seventy of <the
laws of nineteen hundred eighty-three, is amended to read as follows:

a. The commissioner shall determine whether a child, whose report is
submitted to the department pursuant to clause (b) of subparagraph £five
or. six of paragraph b of subdivision one of section forty-four hundred
two of this article or subdivision thirteen o©of section three hundred
ninety-~eight of the social services law, will likely need adult services
and, if such need will likely exist, develop a recommendation of all ap-
propriate adult programs operated or approved by the department which
may be available [when the child attains the age of <twenty-one]. 1I1f
necessary and appropriate, the commissioner may conduct an evaluation of
the child to determine if adult services will be needed. Such recommen-
dation of all programs shall be made available to the parent or guardian
of such child as soon as. practicable but no later than six months before
such child attains the age of twenty-one.

§ 3. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 7.37 of the mental hygiene
law, as added by chapter five hundred seventy of the laws of nineteen
hundred eighty-three, are amended to read as follows:

(a) As used in this section:

1. "report" means a report submitted to the office pursuant to sub-
paragraph five or six of paragraph b of subdivision one of section four
thousand four hundred two of the education law or subdivision thirteen
of section three hundred ninety-eight of the social services law.

2. "child" means the child who is the subject of a report.

3. "local governmental unit" means & governmental unit as defined and
used in article forty-one of this chapter.

4. "voluntary agency” shall have the same meaning as that used in ar-
ticle forty-one of this chapter.

(b) Upon receipt of & report, the commissioner shall review the report
to determine if the child will likely need adult services. If necessary
and appropriate, the commissioner may conduct an evaluation of the child
to determine if adult services will be needed. If the child will likely
need adult services, the commissioner shall identify in a written recom-
mendation those adult programs or services which may be available [when
the child attains the age of twenty-one] and which are operated or
licensed by the office and by the local governmental unit of the county
in which the child resides, or in the event that the child resides in a
county within the city of New York, the local governmental unit of the
city of New York. Such written recommendation shall be made available to
the child's parents or guardian as soon as practicable but not later
than six months before the child ettains the age of twenty-one.

§ 4. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 13.37 of such law, as added
by chapter five hundred seventy of the laws of nineteen hundred eighty-
three, are amended tc read as follows:

(a) As used in this section:

1. "report" means a report submitted to the office pursuant to sub-
paragraph five or six of paragraph b of subdivision one of section four
thousand four hundred two of the education law or subdivision thirteen
of section three hundred ninety-eight of the social services law.

2. "child" means the child who is the subject of a report.

3. "local governmental unit" means a governmental unit as defined and
used in article forty-ome of this chapter.
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4. Tvoluntary ageney” shall have the same meaning as that used in ar-
ticle forty-one of this chapter.

(b) Upon receipt of a report, the commissioner shall review the report
to determine if the child will likely need adult services. If nhecessary
and appropriste, the commissicner may conduct an evaluatiom of the child
to determine if adult services will be needed. If the child will likely
need adult services, the commissioner shall identify in a written recom-
mendation those adult programs or services which may be available [when
the child attains the age of twenty-one] and which are operated or
licensed by the office and by the local governmmental unit of the county
in which the child resides, or in the event that the child resides in a
county within the city of New York, the local governmental umit of <he
city of New York. Such written recommendation shall be made available to
the child's parents or guardian as soon as practicable but no later than
six months before the child attains the age 6f twenty-one.

§ 5. The commissioners of education, office of mental health, and of-
fice of mental rerardation and developmental disabilities and the exe-
cutive director of the council on children and families, in consultsction
with one another, shall promulgate, within one hundred eighty days after
this act shall have become a law, rules and regulations as are appropri-
ate to implement this acz. Such regulations shall provide that the noz-
ices and reports required by this act shall, to the extent possible, be
compatible among such state agencies.

§ 6. Tnis act shall ctake effect on the one hundred eightieth day after

it shall have become & law. 5‘,3,\“1, JU_'\\‘ )?, 198 4
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CHAPTER 82 OF THE LAWS OF 1985

STATE OF NEW YORK

3173

1985-1986 Regular Sessions

IN SENATE

February 26, 1985

Introduced by Sens. FLYNN, DONOVAN -- (at request of the Council on
Children and Families) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law and the executive law, in relation to
the referral of handicapped children for adult services

The Peovle of the State of New York. represented in Senace and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subparagraph five of paragraph b of subdivision one of sec-
tion four thousand four hundred two of the cducation law, as added by
chapter five hundred secventy of the laws of nineteen hundred eighty-
three, is amended to rcad as follows:

[S.] (5) The committee on the handicapped or, in the case of a state
or state supported school, the mulcidisciplinary team shall provide
written notice that a child who is placed in those residential programs
specified in paragraphs d, g and 1 of subdivision two of section four
thousand four hundred one of this article is not entitled to receive tu-
icion free educational services after the age of twenty-one, the receipt
of a high schoal diploma or the time described in subdivision five of
2 this section. Such written notice shall be provided to the parents or
legal guardian of such child when such child attains the age of eighteen
or, if such child ig over the age of eighteen when placed in such a
residential program, at the time of placement. The commissioner shall
designate the committee responsible for carrying out the provisions of
this subparagraph.

(a) Written notice given pursuant to this subparagraph shall describe
in detail the ([parent's or guardian's] opportunity to consent ta

s
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20 [having] have the child's name and other relevant information forwarded
21 in a report to the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental
22 retardation and developmental disabilities, commissioner of social ser-

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; mattor in brackets
[ ] is old law to be cmitted.
LBD07826-01-5
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vices, or commissioner of education or their designees for the purpose
of determining whether such child will likely need services after the
age of twenty-one and, if so, recommending possible adult services. For
the purposes of this subparagraph 'relevant information"™ shall be
defined as that information in the possession of and used by the commit-
tee or the multidisciplinary team to ascertain the physical, mental,
emotional and cultural-educational factors which contribute to the
child's handicapping condition, including but not limited to: (i)
results of physical and psychological examinations performed by private
and school district physicians and psychologists; (ii) relevant informa-
tion presented by the parent, guardian and teacher; (iii) school data
which bear on the child's progress including the child's most recent in-
dividualized education program; (iv) results of the most recent examina-
tions and evaluations performed pursuant to clause (d) of subparagraph
three of this paragraph; and (v) results of other suitable evaluations
and examinations possessed by the committee. Nothing in this [clause]
subparagraph shall be construed to require any committee or multid-
isciplinary team to perform any examination or evaluation not otherwise
required by law.

(b) Upon {the written] consent [of the parent or legal guardian] ob-
tained pursuant to clause (¢) of this subparagraph, the committee or
multidisciplinary team shall forward the child's name and other relevant
information in a report to the commissioner of mental health, commis-
sioner of mental retardation and developmental disabilities, commis-
sioner of social services or commissioner of education or their desig-
nees for the development of a recommendation for adult services pursuant
to section 7.37 or 13.37 of the mental hygiene law, section three hun-
dred ninety-eight-c of the social services law or subdivision ten of
section four thousand four hundred three of this article. The committee
or waultidisciplinary cteam shall determine which commissioner shall
receive the report by considering the child's handicapping condition and
physical, pental, emotional and social needs. The committee shall for-
ward additional and updated relevant information to the commissioner of
mental health, commissioner of mental retardation and developmental dis-
abilities, commmissioner of social services, or commissioner of educa-
tion or their designees upon the request for such information by such
commissioner or designee.

(c) Upon receipt of the notice by the child pursuant to clause (a) of
this subparagraph, the child shall be given the opportunitv to consent
or withhold consent to the release of the relevant information. Such op-
portunity shall be given within twenty davs of the receipt of the
notice. An appropriate member of the staff of the educational facility
shall be available to assist the child, if necessary, to understand the
contents of the notice and the need for his or her consent for the
release of the relevant information. A form, prescribed by the commis-
sioner, shall be presented to the child for response, which shall
clearly set forth the options of giving consent or withholding consent.
In the event that the child exercises neither option, and the designated
wember of the staff of the educaticnal facility has reason to believe
that the child may not be able to understand the purpose of the form,
the committee on the handicapped or the multidisciplinary team shall
give the parent or guardian of the child the opportunity to consent in
writing to the release of the relevant information. Nothing in this
clause shall be construed to be a determination of the child's mental

capacity.
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{(e)] (d) A copy of such report shall also be submitted to the state
education department at the same. time that such report is subaitted to
the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation
and developmental disabilities or commissioner of -social services or
their designees.

[(d)] (e) When the committee or multidisciplinary team is notified by
the commissioner who received the report that such state agency is not
responsible for determining and recommending adult services for the
child, the committee or multidisciplinary team shall forward the report
to another commissioner; or, if the committee or multidisciplinary team
determines that there exists a dispute as to which state agency has the
responsibility for determining and recommending adult services, the com-
mittee or multidisciplinary team may forward the report to the council
on children and families for a resolution of such dispute.

[(e)] (£f) The committee and multidisciplinary team shall prepare and
submit an annual report to the state education department on October
first, nineteen hundred eighty-four and thereafter on or before October
first of each year. Such annual report shall contain the number of cases
submitted to each commissioner pursuant to clause (b) of this subpara-
graph, the type and severity of the handicapping condition involved with
each such case, the number of notices received which deny responsibility
for determining and recommending adult services, and other information
necessary for the state education department and the council on children
and families to monitor the need for adult services. Such annual report
shall not contain individually identifying information. The state educa-
tion department shall forward a copy of such annual report to the coun~
cil on children and families. All information received by the council on
children and families pursuant to this clause shall be subject to the
confidentiality requirements of the department.

§ 2. sSubdivision one of section four thousand four hundred seven of
such law, as amended by chapter five hundred forty-four of the laws of
nineteen hundred eighty-two, is amended to read as follows:

1. a. When it shall sppear to the satisfaction of the department that
a handicapped child, who, in the judgement of the department can reas-
onably be expected to benefit from instruction, is not receiving such
instruction because there are no appropriate public or private facili-
ties for instruction of such a child within this state because of the
unusual type of the handicap or combination of handicaps as certified by
the commissioner, the department is authorized to contract with an edu-
cational facility located outside the state, which, in the judgement of
the department, can meet the needs of such child, for instruction of
such child in such educational facility, and the department is further
authorized to expend for such purpose a sum not exceeding the allowable
tuition charges per eligible pupil at such educational facilities as
determined by the commissioner of education and approved by the director
of the budger.

b. When a child, who is placed pursuant to this article in an educa-
tional facility located outside the state, attains the age of eighteen,
the school district of which such child is a resident shall notify the
child and such child's parent or guardian in writing that the child will
not be entitled to receive tuition free educational services aftar the
age of twenty-one or after the time described in subdivision five of
section forty-four hundred two of this chapter, whichever is later. If a
child is over the age of eighteen when placed pursuant to this article
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in an educational facility located ourside the state, such notice shall
be made at the time of placement.

¢. Written notice given pursuant to paragraph b of this subdivision
shall describe in decail the [parent's or guardian's] opportunity to
[consent to having] have the child's name and other relevant information
forwarded to the department for the purpose of determining whether such
child will need services after the age of twenty-one and, if such need
exists, planning and coordinating the child's return to New York state
for adult services. For the purposes of this subdivision relevant in-
formation shall be defined as that information in the possession of and
used by the school district to ascertain the physical, mental, emotional
and cultural-educational factors which contribute to the child's handi-
capping condition, including but not limited to: results of physical and
psychological examinations performed by private and school district
physicians and psychologists; relevant information presented by the
parent, guardian and teacher; school data which bear on the child's pro-
gress including the child's most recent individualized education pro-
gram; results of the most recent examinations and evaluations performed
pursuant to clause (d) of subparagraph three of paragraph b of subdivi-
sion one of section forty-four hundred two of this article; and results
of other suitable evaluations and examinations possessed by the school
district. The school district -ghall forward additional and updated
relevant information to the department upon the request for such in-
formation bv the commissioner of education or his designee. Nothing in
this subdivision shall be construed to require any school district to
perform any examination or evaluation not otherwise required by law.

d. CUpon {the written] consent {of the parent or guardian] cbtained
pursuant to paragraph e of this subdivision, the department shall submit
the relevant information received pursuant to paragraph c¢ of this sub-
division to the council on children and families on such child's need
for service after age twentv-one for planning purposes.

e. Upon receipt of the notice bv the child pursuant to paragraph b of
this subdivision, the child shall be given the opportunitv to consent or
withhold consent to the release of the relevant information. Such oppor-
tunity shall be given within twenty davs of the receipt of the notice.
An__ appropriate member of the staff of the educational facilitvy shall be
available to assist the child, if necessarv., to understand the contents
of the notice and the need for his or her consent for the release of the
relevant information. A form. prescribed bv the commissioner, shall be
presented to the child for respvonse, which shall clearly set forth the
options of giving consent or specifically withholding consent. In_the
event that the child exercises neither ovtion, and the designated member
of the staff of the ecucational facilitv has reason to believe that the
child mav not be able to understand the purpose of the form, the school
distriet shall give the parent or guardian of the child the opportunity
to consent in writing te the release of the relevant informatjon. Noth-
ing in this paragrach shall be construed to be a determination of the
child's mental capacitv.

f. VWhen the relevant information is submitted to the council on chil-
dren and families pursuant to this subdivision, the council shall coop-
erate with adult service providers, such as the department of social
services, the office of mental retardation and developmental disabili-
ties, the office of mental health and the office of vocational rehabili-
tation of the education department in determining whether such child
will need services after the age of twenty-one and, if such need exists,
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planning and coordinating such child's return to New York state for
adult services. The council shall arrange with the appropriate state
agency for the development of a recommendation of all appropriate in-
state programs operated, licensed, certified or authorized by such
agency which may be available when such child attains the age of twenty-
one. Such recommendation of all programs shall be made available to the
parent or guardian of such child at least six months before such child
attains the age of twenty-one. All records, reports and information
received, compiled or maintained by the council pursuant to this subdiv-
ision shall be subject to the confidentiality requirements of the
department.

§ 3. Paragraph (e) of subdivision five of section four hundred forty-
four of the executive law, as added by chapter five hundred seventy of
the laws of nineteen hundred eighty-three, is amended to read as
follows:

(e) A dispute relative to which member agency shall have the responsi-
bility for determining and recommending adult services pursuant to sec-
tions 7.37 and 13.37 of the mental hygiene law, section three hundred

" ninety-eight-c of the social services law, or subdivision ten of section

[ four hundred forty-four] four thousand four hundred three of the educa-
tion law shall be resolved in accozdance with this subdivision.
§ 4. This act shall take effect immediatedy.

Signed 5/15
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3971--4
Cal. No. 373

1985-1986 Regular Sessions

IN ASSEMBLY

February 25, 1985

Introduced by M. of A. SANDERS, ENGEL, LIPSCHUTZ, TOCCI -~ Multi-
Sponsored by =-- M. of A. GOTTFRIED, HARRISON, MURTAUGH, SERRANO,
E. C. SULLIVAN =-- read once and referred to the Committee on Mental
Health, Alcoholism and Substance Abuse <= Assembly Bill ne. 3971
passed by Assembly and delivered to the Senate, substituted for Sen-
ate Bill No. 3073 by Sens. FLYNN, LAVALLE, N. LEVY, PADAVAN, ROLISON,
TRUNZ0, TULLY, WEINSTEIN -- passed by Senate and delivered to the Gov-
ernor =- recalled from Governor, vote reconsidered, bill amended, or-
dered reprinted and restored to third reading

AN ACT to require the office of mental health, the office of mental
retardation and developmental disabilities, the department of social
services and the education department to report to the legislature and
the governor on plans to develop services for the population identi-
fied by the council on children and femilies &as aging out of
children's facilities and needing services provided under the auspice
of such office or department

The Pecvle of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
blv, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legisletive £findings and intent. The 1legislature is
concerned that adolescents and disabled young adults who are placed in
residential facilities for persons under the age of twenty-ome, and who
become ineligible for funding in these placements at that age, require
adult services but that sufficient adult services for this population
are not available. The adult service system has limited ability to serve
this population due to & shortage of appropriate residential and day
programs.

Mechanisms for <the identification and referral of these young people
to appropriate adult services established during the last two years at

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
LBD05776-02-5
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the direction of the legislature have and will yield necessary informa-
tion regarding the size of this population and its service requirements.

The legislature finds that the agencies to whom these individuals will
be referred for care should develop & plan for the development of appro-
priate eadult services for this group. A requirement that the office of
mental health, the office of mental retardation and develcpmental disa-
bilities, the department of social services and the education departmaent
report to the legislature and the governor on their plams for develop-
ment of services for this population will assist the legislature and the
governor in assessing the states efforts to alleviate the shortage of
appropriate adult services for this population and determining what
legislative action may be necessary.

§ 2. The council on children and families shall on or before September
first, nineteen hundred eighty-five, £furnish the office of mental
health, the office of mental retardation and developmental disabilities,
the department of sociel services and the education department with an
estimate of the number of disabled persons placed in children's facili-
ties who, during each of the next five fiscal years will become ineligi-
ble for continued placement in those facilities upon reaching the age of
twenty-cne and will need assistance in securing appropriate residential
and day services provided under the auspice of each agency.

§ 3. The office of mental health and office of mental retardation and
developmental disabilities shall each develop a plan to provide appro-
priate services including residentisl services for the population iden-
tified by the council on children and families as aging out of
children's facilities who will likely be in need of services from said
offices. The plans shall be prepared in consultation with the department
of social services and the education department and shall be presented
to the legislature and the governor no later than Februasry eleventh,
nineteen hundred eighty-six. Such plans shall include but not be limited
to estimates of the number of residential beds needed, type of day ser-
vices necessary, and the development of said facilities and services.

§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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TEXT

LAWS OF NEW YORK, 19338
CHAPTER 256

A% ACT to amend the education law and the mental hygiene law, in rela-
tion to planning adult services for certain students with handicapping
conditions and to repeal <certain provisions of the education law
relating thereto

Became a law July 11, 1988, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEM-
LY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Subparagraph five of paragraph b of subdivision one of sec-
tien forty-four hundred two of the education law, as amended by chapter
efghty-two of the laws of nineteen hundred eighty-five, the opening
garagraph and clause (c) as amended by chapter six hundred forty-two of
the Tlaws of nineteen hundred eighty-seven, is amended to read as
fallows :

(5) The committee on special education or, in the case of a state §or
state supportedt OPERATED school, the multidisciplinary team shall
provide written notice that a child who is placed in those residential
pragrams specified in paragraphs d, g, H and 1 of subdivision two of
section §four thousand fourt FORTY-FOUR hundred one of this article is
not entitled to receive tuition free educational services after the age
af twenty-one, the receipt of a high school diploma or the time
described in subdivision five of this section. Such written notice shall
e provided to the CHILD AND TO THE parents or legal guardian of such

hi n h chil ai he f eigh if 7 il i
GoiLd wngn such enlld dtEa iR ing13984°fn0lgRo8 0 1adfeiYT prshtlg, 8

the time of placement §The commissioner shall designate. the committee
responsible for carrying out the provisions of this subparagrapht UPOWN
THE FIRST ANNUAL REVIEW AFTER THE AGE OF FIFTEEN OQF A CHILD WHO IS
RECEIVING NON-RESIDENTIAL SPECIAL SZRVICES QR PROGRAMS AS SPECIFIED In
PARAGRAPH A, B, C, D, E, F, I, J, L OR M OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF SECTION
FORTY-FOUR HUMDRED ONE OF THIS ARTICLE, OR IS RECEIVING SPECIAL SERVICES
@R PROGRAMS IN A DAY PROGRAM AT THE HUMAN RESQURCES SCHOOL; IS RECEIVING
SYCH SPECIAL SERVICES OR PROGRAMS OME HUNDRED PER CEMNTUM OF THE SCHOOL
DAY; IS RECESIVING IMDIVIDUALIZED ATTENTION GR INTERVENTION BECAUSE OF
INMTENSIVE MANAGEMEMNT MEEDS OR A SEVERE HANDICAP; AND, AS DETERMINED BY
T4eE COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION OR MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM PURSUANT TO
REGULATIONS PROMULGATED B8Y THE COMMISSIOMER, MAY HEED ADULT SERVICES
FRQM THE OFFICE QOF MENTAL HEALTH, OFFICE QF MEMTAL REZTARDATIONMN AND
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, THE STATE DEPARTHMENT OF SOCILAL SERVICES, A
SQCIAL SERVICES DISTRICT, OR THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, THE COMHMIT-
TEE OR MULTIDISCIPLIMARY TEAM SHALL PROVIDE TO SUCH CHILODO'S PARENT OR
alJARDIAN, AND IF SUCH CHILD IS EIGHTEEM YEARS QOF AGE OR OLDER, TO THE
CHILD, WRITTEN NOTICE THAT SUCH CHILD IS NOT ENTITLED TO RECEIVE TUITION
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FREE EDUCATIOMAL SERVICES AFTER THE RECEIPT OF A HIGH SCHGCOL DIPLOHA,
THE AGE OF TWENTY-ONE OR THE TIME DESCRIBED IN SUBDIVISION FIVE OF THIS
SECTION.

(a) Written notice given pursuant to this subparagraph shall describe
in detail the opportunity to consent to have the child's name and other
relevant information forwarded in a report to the commissioner of mental
health, commissioner of mental retardation and developmental disabili=-
ties, commissioner of social services, or commissioner of education, or
their designees, for the purpose of determining whether such child will
likely need ADULT services §after the age of twenty-onet and, if so,
recommending possible adult services. For the purposes of this subpara-
graph "relevant information” shall be defined as that information in the
possession of and used by the committee or the multidisciplinary team to
ascertain the physical, mental, emotional and cultural-educational fac-
tors which contribute to the child's handicapping <condition, including
but not limited to: (i) results of physical and psychological examina-
tions performed by private and school district physicians and psycholo-
gists; (ii) relevant information presented by the parent, guardian and
teacher; (iii) school data which bear on the child's progress including
the «child's most recent individualized education program; (iv) results
of the most recent examinations and evaluations performed pursuant to
clause (d) of subparagraph three of this paragraph; and (v) results of
other suitable evaluations and examinations possessed by the <committee
OR  MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM. Nothing in this subparagraph shall be con-
strued to require any committee or multidisciplinary team to perform any
examination or evaluation not otherwise required by law.

(b) Upon consent obtained pursuant to clause (c) of this subparagraph,
the committee or multidisciplinary team shall forward the <c¢hild's name
and other relevant information in a report to the commissioner of mental
health, commissioner of mental retardation and developmental disabili-
ties, commissioner of social services, or commissioner of education, or
their designees, faor the development of a recommendation for adult ser-
vices pursuant to section 7.37 or 13.37 of the mental hygiene law, sec-
tion three hundred ninety-eight-c of the social services law or subdivi-
sion ten of section §{our thousand fourt FORTY=-FOUR hundred three of
this article., The committee or multidisciplinary team shall determine
which commissioner shall receive the report by considering the child's
handicapping condition and physical, mental, emotional and social needs.
The committee shall forward additional and updated relevant information
to the commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation
and developmental disabilities, commmissioner* of social services, or
commissioner of education, or their designees, upon the request for such
information by such commissioner or designee.

(c) Upon receipt of the notice by the child pursuant to §clause (a)
oft this subparagraph, the child, IF EIGHTEEHN YEARS OQF AGE OR OLDER,
shall be given the ogpportunity to consent or withhold consent to the
release of the relevant information. Such opportunity shall be given
within twenty days of the receipt of the notice, An appropriate member
of the staff of the educational facility shall be available to assist
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the <c¢hild, 1if necessary, to understand the contents of the notice and
the need for his or hner consent for the "reiease of the relevant
information. A form, prescribed by the commissioner, shall be presented
to the child for response, which shall clearly set forth the options of
giving consent or withholding consent., In the event that the child exer-
cises neither option, and the designated member of the staff of the edu-
cational facility has reason to believe that the child may not be able
to understand the purpose of the form, QR IM THE EYENT THAT THE CHILD IS
LESS THAN EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE, the committee on special education or
the multidisciplinary team shall give the parent or guardian of the
child the opportunity to <consent 1in writing to the release of the
relevant information. Nothing in this clause shall be construed to be a
determination of the child's mental capacity.

(d) §A copy of such report shall also be submitted to the state educa-
tion department at the same time that such report is submitted to the
commissioner of mental health, commissioner of mental retardation and
developmental disabilities or commissioner of social services or their
designees.

(e)t When the committee or multidisciplinary team is notified by the
commissioner who received the report that such state agency 1is not
responsible for determining and recommending adult services for the
child, the committee or multidisciplinary team shall forward the report
to another commissioner; or, if the committee or multidiscipliinary team
determines that there exists a dispute as to which state agency has the
responsibility for determining and recommending adult services, the com-
mittee or multidisciplinary team may forward the report to the <council
cn children and families for a resolution of such dispute.

§(f)t (E) The committee and multidisciplinary team shall prepare and
submit an annual report to the state education department on §QOctober
first, nineteen hundred eighty-four and thereafter ont or before QOctober
first of each year., Such annual report shall contain the number of cases
submitted to each commissioner pursuant to clause (b) OR (D) of this
subparagraph, the type and severity of the handicapping <condition in-
volved with each such case, the number of notices received which deny
responsibility for determining and recommending adult services, and
other information necessary for the state education department and the
council on cnildren and families to monitor the need for adult services.
Such annual report shall not contain individually identifying informa-
tion. The state educaticn department shall forward a2 copy of such annual
report to the council on children and families. Al7 information received
by the council on children and families pursuant to this §clauset SUB-
PARAGRAPH snall be subject to the confidentiality requirements of the
department.

(FY FOR PURPQOSES OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH, THE TERM "MULTIOISCIPLINARY
TEA™ REFERS TO THE UNIT WHICH OPERATES IN LIEYU OF A COMMITTEE ON SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION WITH RESPECT TO CHILDREN IN STATE OPERATED SCHOOLS.

S 2. Subparagraph six of paragraph b of subdivision one of section
forty-four hundred two of such law is REPEALED.

S 3. Paragrapn a of subdivision ten of section forty-four hundred
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three of such law, as amended by chapter four hundred sixty-two of the
laws of nineteen hundred eighty-four, is amended to read as follows:

a. The commissioner shall determine whether a child, whose report is
submitted to the department pursuant to clause (b) OR (D) of subpara-
graph five §or sixt of paragraph b of subdivision one of section forty-
four hundred two of this article or subdivision thirteen of section
three hundred ninety-eight of the social services law, will likely need
adult services and, if such need will likely exist, develop a recommen-
dation of all appropriate adult programs operated or approved by the
department which may be available. If necessary and appropriate, the
commissioner may conduct an evaluation of the child to determine if
adult services will be needed. Such recommendation of all preograms shall
be made available to the parent or guardian of such child as soon as
practicable but no later than six months before such child attains the
age of twenty-one.

S 4. Paragraphs b, ¢, d, e and f of subdivision one of section forty-
four hundred seven of such law are REPECALED.

S 5. Paragraph one of subdivision (a) of section 7.37 of the mental
nygiene law, as amended by chapter four hundred sixty-two of the laws of
nineteen hundred eighty-four, is amended to read as follows:

l. "report" means a report submitted to the office pursuant to sub-
paragraph five §or sixt of paragraph b of subdivision one of section
§four thousand fourt FORTY-FOUR hundred two of the education law or subdiv-
ision thirteen of section three hundred ninety-eight of the social ser-
vices law.

S 6. Paragraph one of subdivision (a) of section 13.37 of such law, as
amended by chapter four hundred sixty-two of the laws of nineteen hun-
dred eighty-four, is amended to read as follows:

1. "report"™ means a report submitted to the office pursuant to sub-
paragraph five §or sixt of paragraph b of subdivision one of section
§four thousand fourt FORTY-FOUR hundred two of the education law or subdiv-
ision thirteen of section three hundred ninety-eight of the social ser-
vices law.

S 7. This act shall take effect immediately.

The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YQRK SS: (JURAT PLACEHQLDER)

Pursuant to the authority vested in us by section 70-0 of the Pubiic
OQfficers Law, we hereby jointly certify that this slip copy of this ses-
sion law was printed under our direction, and, in accordance with such
section is entitled to be read into evidence.

WARREN M. ANDERSOH MELYVIN H. MILLER
TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE SPEAKER QF THE ASSEMBLY
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Policy: An emergency executive order was issued in 1984 that caused the adoption of
rules for the cooperation between six state departments for coordinated service
delivery to multi-need children. At about the same time, an interagency agreement
was signed by each of these department directors. In July 1987 a bill (Ohio Revised
Code 121.37) was passed that established the Interdepartmental Clusters for Services to
Youth and local county clusters. A Third Party Cooperative Agreement has been in
existence since 1982 between the Department of Mental Health and the Rehabilitation
Services Commission.

Parties involved: The 1984 Interagency Agreement was signed by the directors of the
Ohio Departments of Education, Human Services, Mental Health, Mental Retardation
and Developmental Disabilities, Youth Services, and Health. The 1987 legislation
requires that the Interdepartmental Cluster for services to youth be composed of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, the directors of Youth Services, Human Services,
Mental Health, Health, and Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities or
their designees. Further, each county is to convene a Local Cluster for Services to
Youth with representation from local agencies affiliated with the departments at the
state level.

Purpose: The purpose of the 1987 legislation is to provide a forum at the state level
for identifying issues and making recommendations regarding the provision of services
to multi-need children and advise the governor and local governments on the effective
coordination of services.

The purpose of the Third Party Cooperative Agreement between Mental Health
and Rehabilitation Services (1982) is to provide training and jobs for individuals with
severe mental disabilities. The cooperative program agreement includes the transfer of
$700,000 from Mental Health to Rehabilitation Services which is, in turn, used as a
match for federal funds. This results in a program budget of $3.5 million which is
used to serve about 4,000 individuals. In 1987, money was included for two pilot
programs ($200,000) for training young adults with mental disabilities ages sixteen to
twenty-one.

Process: The Local Cluster for Services to Youth refers children to the State Cluster
when local services are inadequate or non-existent, and makes periodic reports to the
State Cluster about the number of children being served locally. The State Cluster
works collaboratively with the local cluster for appropriate case resolution by
providing funding, resources, referrals and recommendations.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The 1987 legislation provides for
the coordination of services to any child with multiple needs. The inclusion of Mental
Health at both state and local levels makes this an important mechanism for
coordinating services for children with serious emotional disabilities. Mention is made
of including adult services when appropriate so that the process could be used to plan
for transition. The cooperative program agreement between Mental Health and
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Rehabilitation Services is aimed at providing training and jobs to persons with mental
disabilities of all ages. The operating procedure that accompanies the 1987 agreement
specifically includes children and offers a definition of children with severe mental
disabilities. No age limit is of fered for children; however, two pilot projects are
earmarked for young adults ages sixteen to twenty-two who are in need of
"transitional programming.”

Contact Person: Susan Ignelzi, Director
Child and Adolescent Service System Program (CASSP)
Ohio Department of Mental Health
30 East Broad Street, Suite 2475
Columbus, Ohio 43215

(614) 466-1934
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EXhantinis B uris purriai i

QFFICT QF THE GOVERNGR
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2XECUOTIVE Q RDZ R 34 = 12

WHEREXS, Sec=ion 119.03 of the Revised Cocde authorizes the
Governor to detsrmine zhat an emergency exists which ntcesii:a:es the
i=mediaks adcption, amsad=ent, or rascissign of agsncy zsules; and,

WHERSAS, tke Chio Cepartments of Mensal Recardation and Cevelgp=
mental Oisabilicies, ¥Ysuth Services, HBealil and Zducation have
Zaquestad thaz I daetermine that an emargency exists requi:iAg che
izmediace acdoption of Tules of the Qhio Adminiserative Ccce, which
sules ars numdere=d 5123:3-1;10, §139-29=Ql, 3701l-65-Q91l, and 1301l-%1=-29
in ordar t3 put inzo icsediare effecs rules for COOPERATICON WITH QTHEER
QRCANIZATICNS QR SEXVICE DELIVERY 70 MUOLIZT-NEZD CATILIREN pursuant 2
Seczieons 5126.08, 35139.01, S13%.04, S5139.08, 3701.03, and 330Q1.07,
3323.03-3323.05 of the Jhioc Revised Goce; and

ARERLAS, an emersency exists {a that ve need tc execucs our
autheority &3 assures tlat sarvices to children are delivered in'a tilely
and ¢onrdinited manner.

NCW, TIERBI2RE, I, RICSARD 7., CILISTS, Gqverzzcer Oof the States of
Chioc, uader =ne ayzhorizy cf Sectisn 112.03 of the Ravised Code, <o
Nereby daetarm=ine than 3a amergency exists requising the immediate
adepetion by the following CHic Departments cZ tha {adicacsd rule:
Mental Retarzdacion and Caveloomental Disapilisies, rule 5123:2-1-4i0:
Youzh Services, rule 313%5-13-41l; Zealth, rule 3701-43=J1; and
Education, rule 3301-31-29 of thne Ohio Administrative Cocde. I hereny
order that tha procedure prescriled Dy Secticn 113,33 of the Revised

Code with respecs to thae adcpeion of such spacilisd rules Zw susgendeaed
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%o permit the Chic Deparcments cf Mental Retardation and Developmental

Disabilizies, Youtdl Servicas, Healzh, and Educa:ian 3 adept said

rules, marked "Exhibits A, 3, ¢, B° and incorporated herein Dby

refacence, i=mediately as an emergency. FPurtier, I hersdy

order that a copy of this Executive Order be filed forzhwiszh wizh both

the Seczecary of Stats and the lagislative Service Commissicn.

>
il '1, IN WITMNESS WHEREQF, I have
- hezeunts subscribed 2y name and
caused the Great Seal of the
state of Qhio 20 Se afiixed at
Columbtus, tais 29th day of

?-
> 3
2
S Pebruary, in the vear cf our
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State of Ohio

Interagency Agreement

WETREAS, the Stats of Chio is committad to providing a continuum of quality
services for chilédren and families as close to the home enviromment as possible;
and - ‘

WHERPAS, in a faw cases, childrsn wvith severs and mulliple problems may not
be appropriately served in a timely manner because services mzay be needed frca
more than cne local or stata agency, and the child may not clearly meet the
definition for servicess from any one agency:; and

WHERZAS, the resultant delay in securing and delivering appropriats ser-
vices is a csacern of the state departaents serving children;

NOW THERETORE, =he Ohio Superintandent of Public Instructiocn, the Directar
ef the Chio Department ¢f Public Welfare, the Direczor cf the Ohic Depariment of
Meatal Health, the Director of the Ohio Departent of Mantal Retardation and
Develcpmental Disabilisiss, the Director of the Ohio Deparment cf Zouth Ser-
vices, and the Dirsctor of the Ohic Department of EHealth agree as follows:

INTERDEPARTMENTAL CLUSTER FOR SERVICES TO YOUTH

The s3ix state departwments involved in the dalivery of servicss t3/for
children and adolescents shall form an Intardepartmental Clusztear for Servicas o
Touth (hereinafiesr, Iatardepartsental Cluster). Zach of the Directors shall
desicnats a person vith authority to act on his/her behalf ta camprise he

tardepartzental Cluster.

The Intardepartmental Cluster shall:

1. Reviaw specific indivicual cases refarrved by local affiliates or by the
Directors.

2. Identify an agency t2 provide case management.

3. Develcop indivicdual program services plans in coordination with local affili-
atass.

4. Provide on-going ucn.t::r.ng for each case brougn’ to the Intasrdepartzencal
Cluster for csnsidesration.

SEIDREN 7O 3E SEIRVED

Caildren and adolescents to '-e::-:.ve services thrsugh the Intardepartental
Cluster 2ust deet the following criteria:

1. Resident of Okia.

2. 3irth o tweaty-cne (21) vears of age.

3. Jocmentaticn that various local/csuncty agsncies have acxnowladcoad =he nead
Szr a cer -ai:: type of service and have taken action o providae ihat level
¢ cars.

Secumentaticn that various local/csunty agenciss have jointly zet to da-
Ve_2p a orogram plan 0 mest the necds of the child or adelescen:.
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S. Documentation that various local/county agencies (Chaildren's Service Boards,
Departoeat of Public Welfare, Local School Districts, County Mental Health
Boards, County Mental Retardation/Develcpmental Disabilities Boards, County
and/or City Health Boards, Department of Youth Servicas Regicnal Qffices)
have jointly attampted to develop programs and funding %o meet the child's
need, and that existing or altarmative programs and funding have been
exhausted or are insufficient or inappropriate in view of the distinciive
nature of the child's sizuatiocn.

PROCEDURES

Referral - Children and adolescents may be referred to the Interdepartmental
Cluster by a local/county affiliate or Board or by one of the parties to this
agreement after all attempts to resclve problems at the local level have failed
and the youth meets the criteria stated above.

Evaluation - A comprehensive evaluation completed within 90 days prior to
the referral must acsompany the referral. The evaluation should include:
Medical, psychological, psychiatric, ecducational, and social assessments.

Review and Procram Service Plan - The Interdepartmental Cluster shall:

1. Review the refarral to deterzmine if all the critsria listed above have been
met; and identify all the service needs of the child or adolescent. Ser-
vices peeds pay include but are not limited to: residential, mental health,
habilitation, health, education, and prebation/parcle services. The Iater-
departaental Clustar may rsquest an independent compreiaensive evaluaticon.
By agreement of the Cluster, cost of the evaluaticn may be shared byits
mesbers.

2. Refer the child back t0 cne or more local affiliates or Boards aleng vizh
directicns about how, whers, and by whom services should be provided arnd
Sunded; and/er : :

3. Develop an individual Program Service Plan (subject to all applicable due
procass rizhts of parents and children) based on the assessed needs gf the
child or adclescsant, vhich will detarmine how each of the idenzified needs
will be met; and

4. Determine vhich department will assume responsibility for coordination of
servicas and monitoring of the child or adolescant's progress. This coor-
dination of servicss may be delegatad to a local affiliate, but the state
dapartsent wvill monitor and report regularly to the Interdspartmental
Cluster on the progress of th child or adolescent. '

funding

Where an individual Program Servics Plan is develcped by the Intsrdepar:z-
meatal Cluster, funding and servicas provided will be based on %he Plan. Each
service syslea shall be rssponsible for providing servicss and/er funding, based
en the needs identifiad in the Plan, according %o appropriata agency respon-
$i3ility icentified and agrm=ed upon by the Interdepartsental Clustar. Each
stats deparizezt zay vorx out arTangements with its local affiliates for funding
its portion of the Program Servica Plan.

COOPERATTON RECTIRDMENTS FCR LOCAL AFFILIATES

The six state departments formiang the Interdepartsental Cluster shall
direct local/csuncty affiliates or 3cards o work cocperatively with other
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iocal/county agencies regarding the coordinaticn and funding of services for
"multi-need, multi-agency youth. ' '

The following local/county agencies shall be directed'ta. vork cocperatively
with other agencies in their respective service districts:

1.  County Boards of Mental Retardation and Develcpmental Disabilities.
2. County Mental Health Boards.

3. Boards of Education

4. Children Service Boards, or County Welfare Departments.

S. County/City Health Boards.

6. Department of Youth Services Regiénal 0ffices (Coordinate Juvenile Court
Involvement)

EFTECTIVE DATES OF AGREDMENT

This Agreement shall be in effect from the date of the last signature
below. Prior ts August 31, 1984 the parties agree to evaluate whether this
Agreement should be ended, modified or reinstated, and to Zake such action as is
Qecsssary based on that evaluaticn.

The parties do hereby agree.

2 for/br

Daca’

B. Walter, Superintasndea:
of Public Instruction
Ohio Department of Education

N a0l -

Date (3sfin Cuddy, Directof /.
Chio Departmezt of Public Welfare

z/z -’//s ‘/ gf.J, /%/

/ Daty ‘ “Pamela §. HYde, xreciloc—~
Ohio Department of Mental Health

-

—, d
e mA A Y
7o ’4' - 9/& 7/ , //j__ —
Date Minmnie F. Jeoanscn, Dirsczor
ORio Deparwsent of Heatal Retardation

\Aﬂelm =23l Disabilities
"&"l‘\\"l‘\ ' k/ N @ ]

Date \ James Roge si&:’.:ec:or
hic Departaer

cf Touth Services

David Jacxserd,/Director ’/
Ohio Departmernt af Healzh
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

ﬁiwhxtwc Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Colurmnbus, Ohio, on the
21 sida .Tnlg , A. D. 1987

et/}z%

Secretary of State.

File No.—_80 Effective Date _Qctaher 20, 1987
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(Substitute House Bill Number 304\

AN ACT

To enact section 121.37 of the Revised Code to create the
Interdepartmental Cluster for Services to Youth and
to require each county to establish a local cluster for
services to youth.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECTION 1. That section 121.37 of the Revised Code be enacted to
read as follows:

Sec. 121.37. (A) THERE IS HEREBY CREATED A BOARD
WHICH SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE INTERDEPARTMENTAL
CLUSTER FOR SERVICES TO YOUTH. THE INTERDEPART-
MENTAL CLUSTER SHALL BE COMPOSED OF THE SU-
PERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND THE DI-
RECTORS OF YOUTH SERVICES, HUMAN SERVICES, MENTAL
HEALTH, HEALTH, AND MENTAL RETARDATION AND DE-
VELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, OR THEIR DESIGNEES. THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE CLUSTER SHALLBE DESIGNATED BY THE
GOVERNOR AND SHALL ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE
CLUSTER'SINTERNAL CONTROL ANDMANAGEMENT.

(B) THE INTERDEPARTMENTAL CLUSTER FOR SERVICES
TOYOUTH SHALL:

(1) CONSIDER ISSUES AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS
REGARDING THE PROVISION OF SERVICES FOR MULTINEED
CHILDREN;

(2) ADVISE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ON THE EFFECTIVE
COORDINATION OF SERVICE DELIVERY TO MULTINEED
CHILDREN;

(3) REVIEW SERVICE AND TREATMENT PLANS FOR CHIL-
DREN FOR WHICH SUCH REVIEWS ARE REQUESTED, AND
PROVIDE SUCH ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE AS THE CLUSTER
DETERMINES TO BE NECESSARY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
MULTINEED CHILDREN REFERREDBY LOCAL CLUSTERS; -

(4) ASSESS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS IN MEETING THE SERVICE
NEEDS OF MULTINEED CHILDREN;
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(5) ADVISE THE GOVERNOR AND THE GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY REGARDING SERVICE DELIVERY TO MULTINEED
CHILDREN; :

(6) HOLD MEETINGS AT SUCH TIMES AND PLACES ASMAY
BE PRESCRIBED BY THE CLUSTER'S PROCEDURES AND
MAINTAIN RECORDS OF THE MEETINGS, EXCEPT THAT
RECORDS WHICH IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN ARE
CONFIDENTIAL AND SHALL ONLY BE DISCLOSED AS PRO-
VIDEDBY LAW;

(1) ADOPT RULES FOR COORDINATINGSERVICES TOMUL-
TINEED CHILDREN BY AGENCIES REPRESENTED IN THE
CLUSTER;

(8) DEVELOP SERVICE PROGRAMS TO MEET NEEDS OF
MULTINEED CHILDREN.

(C)WITHIN SIXMONTHSAFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF
THIS SECTION, EACH COUNTY SHALL ESTABLISH A BOARD
WHICH SHALL SERVE AS THE LOCAL CLUSTER FOR SER-
VICES TO YOUTH. THE LOCAL CLUSTER SHALL BE COMPOSED
OF THE DIRECTOR OR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE
COUNTY AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION
OF CHILDREN SERVICES UNDER SECTION 5153.15 OF THE
REVISED CODE, A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REGIONAL OF-
FICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH SERVICES, THE SU-
PERINTENDENT OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF MENTAL RE-
TARDATION AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, THE DI-
RECTOR OF THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD, AND
THE HEALTH COMMISSIONER OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF
EACH CITY OR GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT IN THE COUNTY,
OR THEIR DESIGNEES. THE SUPERINTENDENTS OF ALL
SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH TERRITORY IN THE COUNTY SHALL
MEET AND DESIGNATE ONE OF THEIR NUMBER TO RE-
PRESENTTHEM AS A MEMBER OF THE LOCAL CLUSTER.

A LOCAL CLUSTER MAY INVITE ANY OTHER LOCAL PUB-
LIC OR PRIVATE AGENCY OR GROUP THAT PROVIDES SER-
VICES TO MULTINEED CHILDREN TO HAVE A REPRESENTA-
TIVE BECOME A PERMANENT OR TEMPORARY MEMBER OF
THE CLUSTER.

(D) THE LOCAL CLUSTER FOR SERVICES TO YOUTH
SHALL DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) REFER TO THE STATE CLUSTER THOSE CHILDREN
FOR WHOM THE LOCAL CLUSTER CANNOT PROVIDE ADE-
QUATE SERVICES; ' '

(2) MAKE PERIODIC REPORTS TO THE STATE CLUSTER
REGARDING THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN REFERRED TO THE
LOCAL CLUSTER AND THE PROGRESS MADE IN MEETING THE
NEEDS OF EACH CHILD.

(E) THE LOCAL CLUSTER SHALL COMPLY WITH THE POLI-
CIES, PROCEDURES, AND ACTIVITIES PRESCRIBED BY THE
RULES OF A STATE DEPARTMENT PARTICIPATING IN THE
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL CLUSTER TO THE EXTENT THAT THE

Iﬁ%?_,AL CLUSTER PERFORMS AFUNCTION SUBJECT TO THOSE
ES.

President of the Senate.

Passed , 192_‘1

Approved \/j‘u,kx,; % , 198—)
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State of Ohio

Department of Human Services SECRETARY

5101:2-42-12 Coop2ration with other organ1~::1on94¥3¥n%Z§L1

(A)

(B)

€

(D)

OF STATE
1y “: [“8

delivery to n..altl-need childr:'.

As used in this rule:

(1) "County agency" means a county children's services board or
a county welfare department which has assumed the
administration of child welfare.

(2) "Cluster" means the interdepartment cluster for services to
youth created by the interdepartmental agreement dated
February 29, 1984.

(3) "Child" means a resident of Ohio who is not more than
twenty-one years of age.

Each county agency shall work cooperatively with county boards of
mental retardation and developmental disabilities, local mental
health boards, local and county boards of education, county and
city health departments and department of youth services regional
offices to assure that services to children are delivered in a
timely and coordinated manner.

Each county agency shall bring to the attention of the
appropriate organization,referenced in paragraph (B) of this
Tule, the case of any child who is a client of the county agency,
for whom the county agency has assessed there to be a service
need which the county agency cannot meet OR WHICH IS NOT BEING
ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED, but which could pessibiy be met by one of
the other organlzatlons. Upon referral of the child's case to
the appropriate organization, the county agency shall, WITHIN
NINETY DAYS develop and implement a joint service plan with the
other organization, and shall pay all expenses associated with
the plan in the proportion prescribed by the plan. In cases
where the service plan involves a child who is in the custody of
a children's services board, a county welfare department which
has assumed the administration of child welfare or a department
of youth services regional office, the organization that has
custody shall also assume the primary responsibility for
providing case management services unless the agreed upon plan
specifies otherwise. In all other cases, the primary
responsibility for providing case management services shall be
determined in the service plan.

At the request of an organization referenced in paragraph (B) of
this rule,each county a y shall assess each child who is not
currently its client or in the coumty agency's custody to
determine whether services are needed and can be provided by the

county agency. }:IIJIZ
176 Legislative Servi «siog

j =3V 4 R B and )


http:oO'P~ratl.on

(E)

(F)

IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE A SCHOOL DISTRICT IS UNABLE TO SECURE
THE COOPERATION OF AN ORGANIZATION REFERENCED IN PARAGRAPH (B)
OF THIS RULE, OR IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE THE NEEDS OF A CHILD
CANNOT BE MET BECAUSE EXISTING OR ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS AND
FUNDING HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED OR ARE INSUFFICIENT OR INAPPROPRIAT:.
IN VIEW OF THE DISTINCTIVE NATURE OF THE CHILD'S SITUATION, THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL WITHIN NINETY DAYS OF REFERRAL TO ANOTHER
APPROPRIATE ORGANIZATION UNDER PARAGRAPH (C) OF THIS RULE, REFER
THE CASE TO THE CLUSTER FOR RESOLUTION. PRIOR TO MAKING ANY
REFERRAL TO THE CLUSTER, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST HAVE FIRST
CONVENED A CASE COORDINATION CONFERENCE INVITING PARTICIPATION
FROM THE APPROPRIATE AGENCIES INCLUDED IN PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS
RULE. UPON REFERRING A CASE TO THE CLUSTER, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
MUST NOTIFY AND PROVIDE THE MAILING ADDRESS OF THE CLUSTER TO
THE PARENT, GUARDIAN AND ANY PROVIDERS OF SERVICE TO OR ON BEHALF
OF THE CHILD OF SUCH A REFERRAL, INDICATING THAT THESE PARTIES
MAY FORWARD WRITTEN COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS TO THE CLUSIER.

ALL CASES.REFERRED TO THE CLUSTER SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING:

‘(l) DOCUMENTATION THAT THE VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS REFERENCED IN

PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED OR FAILED TO
ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEED FOR A CERTAIN TYPE OF SERVICE.

(2) DOCUMENTATION THAT THE VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS REFERENCED IN
PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE HAVE JOINTLY MET OR REFUSED TO
MEET TO DEVELOP A JOINT SERVICE PLAN TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
THE CHILD.

(3) DOCUMENTATION THAT CURRENT FUNDING IS INADEQUATE OR NOT
AVAILABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE.CHILD. -

(4) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE CHILD'S CIRCUMSTANCES
INCLUDING A COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION AND CASE HISTORY TO DATE.

(5) ALL PERTINENT MEDICAL RECORDS AVAILABLE TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(6) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S CURRENT
SERVICE PLAN FOR THE CHILD INCLUDING A STATEMENT OUTLINING
THE SERVICES ALREADY BEING PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
AND/OR WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT PLANS TO PROVIDE.

(7) A WRITTEN ASSESSMENT OF SERVICES STILL NEEDED BY THE CHILD.

(8) A WRITTEN ASSESSMENT WHICH DEMONSTRATES WHY THE REMAINING
'SERVICE NEEDS CANNOT BE MET BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(9) A STATEMENT LISTING ALL PARTIES NOTIFIED UNDER PARAGRAPH (E)

OF THIS RULE OF THE REFERRAL TO THE CLUSTER, TOGETHER WITH
THEIR ADDRESSES AND DATE OF NOTIFICATION.
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(6) When a child who is the subject of a joint service plan arranged
according to paragraph (C) of this rule, or established by the
cluster, is determined to be no longer in need of services by a
county agency, the county agency shall provide the cluster, or
the other parties to the joint service plan, with written
notification of that determination, including the reasons for the
determination, at least thirty days prior to the termination of
services.

Promulgated under R.C. Chapter 119.

Statutory authority R.C. § 5126.08

Prior effective date: 3/1/84 (Emergency filing)
Effective: May 31, 1984

(Signed by the director and filed 5/21/84).
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State of Ohio

Depar‘=mient of Mental He::ith

5122:2-1-10. CCCPERATICN WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS FO®

SERVICE DELIVERY TO MULTI-NEED CHILOREN.

(A) AS USED IN THIS RULE:

(B)

(C)

(1) "COUNTY AGENCY" MEANS A LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH
BOARD.

(2) "CLUSTER"™ MEANS THE INTERDEPARTMENT CLUSTER FOR
SERVICES TO YOUTH CREATED BY THE INTERDEPART-
MENTAL AGREEMENT DATED FEBRUARY 29, 1984.

(3) "CHILD" MEANS A RESIDENT OF OHIO WHO IS NOT MORE
THAN TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE.

EACH COUNTY AGENCY SHALL WORK COOPERATIVELY WITH
COUNTY BOCARDS OF MENTAL RETARDATION AND DEVELOP-
MENTAL DISABILITIES, COUNTY CHILDREN'S SERVICES ROARDS
OR CCUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENTS WHICH HAVE ASSUMED
THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHILD WELFARE, LOCAL AND
COUNTY BOARDS OF EDUCATION, COUNTY AND CITY HEALTH
DEPARTMENTS AND DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH SERVICES RE-
GIONAL OFFICES TO 'ASSURE THAT SERVICES TO CHILDREN
ARE DELIVERED IN A TIMELY AND COORDINATED MANNER.

EACH COUNTY AGENCY THROUGH THE CONTRACT AGENCIES
SHALL BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF THE APPROPRIATE
ORGANIZATION REFERENCED IN PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS
RULE, THE CASE OF ANY CHILD WHO IS A CLIENT OF THE
COUNTY AGENCY, FOR WHOM THE COUNTY AGENCY HAS
ASSESSED THERE TO BE A SERVICE NEED WHICH THE COUNTY
AGENCY THROUGH THE CONTRACT AGENCIES CANNOT MEET
OR WHICH IS NOT BEING ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED, - BUT
WHICH COULD BE MET BY ONE OF THE OTHER ORGANIZA-
TIONS. UPON REFERRAL- OF THE CHILD'S CASE TO THE
APPROPRIATE ORGANIZATION, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL,
WITHIN NINETY DAYS, DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A JOINT
SERVICE PLAN WITH THE OTHER ORGANIZATION, AND SHALL
PAY ALL EXPENSES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PLAN IN THE
PROPORTION PRESCRIBED BY THE PLAN. IN CASES WHERE
THE SERVICE PLAN INVOLVES A CHILD WHO IS IN THE CU-
STODY OF A CHILDREN'S SERVICES BOARD, A COUNTY WEL-
FARE DEPARTMENT WHICH HAS ASSUMED THE ADMINISTRA-
TION OF CHILD WELFARE OR A DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH SER-
VICES REGIONAL OFFICE, THE ORGANIZATION THAT HAS
CUSTODY SHALL ALSO ASSUME THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY
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(D)

(E)

(F)

ETARY

AT THE REQUEST OF AN OFGANIZATION REFERENCED ‘IN, PAREGRABE 43
(B) OF THIS RULE, EACH COUNTY AGENCY SHALIJSASKRSS EACH
CHILD WHO IS NOT CURRENTLY ITS CLIENT TO DETERMINE WHETHER
SERVICES ARE NEEDED AND CAN EE PROVIDED BY THE CCUNTY
AGENCY. |

IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE A COUNTY AGEXCY IS UNABLE TO
SECURE THE COCPERATION CF AN ORGANIZATION REFERENCED IN
PARAGRAPE (B) OF THIS RULE, OR IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE
THE NEEDS OF A CHILD CANNOT EE MET BECAUSE EXISTING OR
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS AND FUNDING HAVE BEEN EXEAUSTED OR
ARE INSUFFICIENT OR INAPPROPRIATE IN VIEW OF THEE DISTINCTIVE
NATURE OF THE CHILD'S SITUATION, THE COUNTY AGEXNCY SHALL
WITHIN NINETY DAYS OF REFERRAL UNDER PARAGRAPH (C) OF
THIS RULE REFER THE CASE T0 THE CIUSTER FOR RESOLUTION.
PRICR TO MAKING ANY REFERRAL TO THE CIUSTER, THE 2GENCY
MIST HAVE FIRST CONVENED A CASE COORDINATION CONFERENCE
INVITING PARTICIPATION FR(M THE APPRCPRIATE AGENCIES
INCIUDED IN PARRGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE. UPON REFERRING

A CASE TO THE CIUSTER, THE AGENCY MUST NOTIFY AND PROVIDE
THE MAILING ADDRESS OF THE CIUSTER TO THE PARENT, GUARDIAN
AND ANY PROVIDERS OF SERVICE TO OR ON BEHALF CF THE CHILD
OF SUCH REFERRAL INDICATING THAT THESZ PARTIES MAY FORWARD
WRITTEN COMMENTS AND SUGGESTICNS TO THE CLUSTER.

ALL CASES REFERRED TO THE CIUSTER SHALL CONTAIN THE
FOLLOWING s

(1) DCCUMENTATION THAT THE VARIQJS O=GANIZATIONS REFERENCED
IN PARPGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED OR
FAILED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEED FOR A CERTAIN TYPE
OF SERVICE.

(2) DOCUMENTATION THAT THE VARICUS OSGANIZATIONS REFERENCED
IN PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE HAVE JOINILY MET OR
REFUSED TO MEET TO DEVELL® A JOINT SERVICE PLAN TO
MEET THE NE=DS OF THE CHILD.

(3) DOCUMENTATICN THAT CURSENT FUNDRT IS INADEXUATE
OR NOT AVAILABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE CHILD.

(4) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF TEE CHILD'S CIRCUMSTANCES
AND CASE HISTORY TO DATE, INCIUDING A COMPREHENSIVE

EVAIUATION.
(5) ALL PERTINENT MEDICAL RECORDS AVAILABLE TO THE COUNTY
7 KoECY.
Levis] FILED
egislztive Saryi -
Page 2 Of 3 pages of 3701-65-01 g ive St Lammission
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(4) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE CHILD'S CIRCUM-
STANCES [INCLUDING A COMPREHENSIVE -EVALUATION
AND CASE HISTORY TO DATE.

(5) ALL PERTINENT MEDICAL RECORDS AVAILABLE TO THE
COUNTY AGENCY.

(6) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE COUNTY AGEN-
CY'S CURRENT SERVICE PLAN FOR THE CHILD INCLUD-
ING A STATEMENT OUTLINING THE SERVICES ALREADY
BEING PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY AGENCY AND/OR
WHICH THE COUNTY AGENCY PLANS TO PROVIDE.

(7) A WRITTEN ASSESSMENT OF SERVICES STILL NEEDED BY
THE CHILD.

(8) A WRITTEN ASSESSMENT WHICH DEMONSTRATES WHY THE
REMAINING SERVICE NEEDS CANNOT BE MET BY THE
COUNTY AGENCY.

(S) A STATEMENT LISTING ALL PARTIES NOTIFIED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (E) OF THIS RULE OF THE REFERRAL TO
THE CLUSTER, TO INCLUDE THEIR ADDRESSES, PHONE
NMUMBERS AND DATES OF NOTIFICATION.

WHEN A CHILD WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF A JOINT SERVICE
PLAN ARRANGED ACCORDING TO PARAGRAPH (C) OF THIS
RULE, OR ESTABLISHED BY THE CLUSTER, IS DETERMINED
TO BE NO LONGER IN NEED OF SERVICES BY A COUNTY
AGENCY, THE COUNTY AGENCY THROUGH THE CONTRACT
AGENCIES SHALL PROVIDE THE CLUSTER, OR THE OTHER
PARTIES TO THE JOINT SERVICE PLAN, WITH WRITTEN NOTI-
FICATION OF THAT DETERMINATION, INCLUDING THE REA-
SONS FOR THE DETERMINATION, AT LEAST THIRTY DAYS
PRIOR TO THE TERMINATION OF SERVICES.

log
L 9!

PAMELA S. HYDE
DIRECTOR

PROMULGATED UNDER R.C. CHAPTER 118
STATUTORY AUTHORITY R.C. § 5119.61
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State of Ohio

Department of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities

5123:2-1-10 Cooperation with other organizations for service

(A)

(B)

(€)

(D)

(E)

delivery to multi-need children.

As used in this rule:

(1) "County agency® means a county board of mental retardation
and developmental disabilities established under Chapter
5126. of the Revised Code.

(2) “Cluster” means the interdepartment cluster for services to

youth created by the interdepartmental agreement dated
February 29, 1984.

(3) "Child" means a resident of Chio who is not more than
twenty-one years of age.

Each county agency shall work cooperatively with county
children's services boards or county welfare departments which
have assumed the administration of child welfare, local mental
héalth boards, local and county boards of education, county and
city health departments and department of youth services regional
offices to assure that services to children are delivered in 2
timely and coordinated manner.

Each county agency shall bring to the attention of the
appropriate organization referenced in paragraph (B) of this
rule, the case of any child who is a client of the county agency,
for whom the county agency has assessed there to be a service
need which the county agency cannot meet or which is not being
adequately addressed, but which could be met by one of the other
organizations. Upon referral of the child's case to the
appropriate organization, the county agency shall, within ninety
days, develop and implement a joint service plan with the other
organization, and shall further pay all expenses associated with
the plan in the proportion prescribed by the plan. In cases
where the service plan involves a child who is in the custody of
a children's services board, a county welfare department which
has assumed the administration of child welfare or a department
of youth services regional office, the organization that has
custody shall also assume the primary responsibility for
providing case management services unless the agreed-upon plan
specifies otherwise. In all other cases, the primary
responsibility for providing case management services shall be
determined in the service plan.

At the request of an organization referenced in paragraph (B) of

this rule, each county agency shall assess each child who is not

currently its client to determine whether services are needed and
can be provided by the county agency.

In those instances where a county agency is unable to secure the
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(F)

(6)

Page 2 of 2
5139-29-0"

EXHAUSTED OR ARE INSUFFICIENT OR INAPPROPRIATE IN VIEW NF THE
DISTINCTIVE NATURE OF THE CHILD'S SITUATION, THE COUNTY RGENCY SHALL,

WITHIN NINETY DAYS OF REFERRAL UNDER PARAGRAPH (C) OF THIS RULE,
REFER THE CASE TO THE CLUSTER FOR RESOLUTION. PRIOR TO MAKING ANY

REFERRAL 70 THE CLUSTER, THE AGENCY MUST HAVE FIRST CONVENED A CASE
COORDINATION CONFERENCE INVITING PARTICIPATION FROM THE APPROPRIATE
AGENCIES INCLUDED IN PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE. UPON REFERRING A
CASE TO THE CLUSTER, THE AGENCY MUST NOTIFY AND PROVIDE THE MAILING
ADDRESS OF THE CLUSTER TO THE PARENT, GUARDIAN, AND ANY PROVIDERS

OF SERVICE TO OR ON BEHALF OF THE CHILD OF SUCH REFERRAL, INDICATING
THAT THESE PARTIES MAY FORWARD WRITTEN COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS T0
THE CLUSTER.

ALL CASES REFERRED TO THE CLUSTER SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING:
(1) DOCUMENTATION THAT THE VARIOUS ORGANIZAT IONS REFERENCED IN -
PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED OR FAILED TO |.
ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEED FOR A CERTAIN TYPE OF SERVICE. ;:

(2) DOCUMENTATION THAT THE VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS REFERENCED IN
PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS RULE HAVE JOINTLY MET OR REFUSED TO

A

rre
[N )

TLVLE 0~ peere e,
N SRR

MEET TO DEVELOP A JOINT SERVICE PLAN TO MEET THE NEEDS OF

THE CHILD. . =

/s CC‘.

(3) DOCUMENTATION THAT CURRENT FUNDING IS INADEQUATE OR NOT =

AVAILABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE CHILD.

(4) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE CHILD'S CIRCUMSTANCES
INCLUDING A COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION AND CASE HISTORY TO DATE.

(5) ALL PERTINENT MEDICAL RECORDS AVAILABLE TO THE COUNTY AGENCY.

(6) A DETAILED WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE COUNTY AGENCY'S CURRENT
SERVICE PLAN FOR THE CHILD INCLUDING A STATEMENT OUTLINING
THE SERVICES ALREADY BEING PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY AGENCY AND/OR
WHICH THE COUNTY AGENCY PLANS TO PROVIDE.

(7) A WRITTEN ASSESSMENT OF SERVICES STILL NEEDED BY THE CHILD.

(8) A WRITTEN ASSESSMENT WHICH DEMONSTRATES WHY THE REMAINING
SERVICE NEEDS CANNOT BE MET BY THE COUNTY AGENCY.

(9) A STATEMENT LISTING ALL PARTIES NOTIFIED UNDER PARAGRAPH (E)
' OF THIS RULE OF THE REFERRAL TO THE CLUSTER, TO INCLUDE THEIR
ADDRESSES, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, AND DATES OF NOTIFICATION.

WHEN A CHILD WHO IS THE SUBJECT QF A JOINT SERVICE PLAN ARRANGED
ACCORDING TO PARAGRAPH (C) OF THIS RULE, OR ESTABLISHED BY THE CLUSTER,
IS DETERMINED TO BE NO LONGER IN NEED OF SERVICES BY A COUNTY AGENCY,
THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL PROVIDE THE CLUSTER, OR THE OTHER PARTIES TO
THE JOINT SERVICE PLAN, WITH WRITTEN NOTIFICATION OF THAT DETERMINATION,
INCLUDING THE REASONS FOR THE DETERMINATION, AT LEAST THIRTY DAYS PRIOR
TO THE TERMINATION OF SERVICES.
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(9) A STATPMENT LISTING ALL PARTIES ng‘%zmmff Ay (5
OF ULE OF THE REFERRAL TO THE CLUSTER, TO INCLUDE THEIR
ADDRESSES, TELEPHONE NLMBERS AND DATES OF NOTIFICATION.

(G) When a child who is the subject of a joint service plan arranged
according to paragraph (C) of this rule, or established by the
cluster, is determined to be no longer in need of services by a
county agency, the county agency shall provide the cluster, or
the other parties to the joint service plan, with written
notification of that determination, including the reasons for
the determination, at least £ifteer THIRTY days prior to the
termination of services.

Effective Date: 29 MAY 1984
Certification: -
7
2 9 MAY 1084
Date

Promulgated Under Revised Code Section 111.15
Statutory Authority is Revised Code Sections 5101.02, 5103.03, 5153.10,
5153.16

Prior Effective Date 2-29-84 L’U‘N—")

FILED
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Policy: Through a proviso to the 1983-84 Appropriations Act, the State of South
Carolina established the Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed Children as a
three year pilot project. Before the completion of the pilot project, the Education
Improvement Act of 1984 allowed the Continuum to begin statewide expansion
through establishment of a state administrative office and five regional operations.
As a result of South Carolina Act 431 (1986), the Continuum was enacted into law.

Parties involved: Statewide staff provide services to children with severe emotional
disabilities throughout South Carolina. A ten member Policy Council is composed of:
the Governor; the commissioners of Mental Heaith, Social Services, Mental
Retardation, Youth Services; the state Superintendent of Education; chairman of two
related legislative committees; a representative from a school district serving children
with severe emotional disabilities; and a representative from a treatment program. An
Advisory Council of individuals, appointed by the Governor and knowledgeable about
emotional disabilities, advises the Policy Council.

Purpose: The mission of the Continuum of Care as established by law is to develop
and enhance the delivery of services to children with severe emotional disabilities and
to ensure that the special needs of this population are adequately met. The Continuum
addresses the problems of children and youth who have traditionally "fallen through
the cracks" in the state’s service system, either because they were non-compliant and
difficult to treat, or because they did not fit the guidelines and eligibility
requirements of a given agency.

Process: The Continuum accepts applications statewide. Following a selection
procedure to identify those children with the most severe disabilities and who have
also exhausted the traditional service systems, an assessment of need is made and an
interdisciplinary, multi-agency team convened to develop a service plan for each
client. Ongoing case management and advocacy, provided by the Continuum,
facilitates and monitors service coordination and delivery for clients. Tailor-made
services are created to meet individual client needs. Needs assessments are conducted,
planning is coordinated and system requirements are reported to the General Assembly
in an effort to formulate state programs and policies related to serving this population
through coordination, enhancement, development, and growth of services.

Individualized service plans are written for each client and reviewed by the
treatment team at least every ninety days. Average cost of services per client has been
approximately $24,000 per year for the past four years. Services are provided until no
longer needed, until the client reaches eighteen years of age if still in a special
education placement, or until the client is twenty-one. Transitional planning addresses
any movement within the continuum of services including: institutional to
community-based services, academic to vocational programs, out-of-home to home-
based services, and/or children to adult services.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: A full array of services is provided
by a continuum of care. Although the South Carolina legislation does not specifically
mention transition planning, it is an integral part of service planning and is addressed
in the policies and service standards of the Continuum. Formal transition plans must
be developed at least ninety days prior to case closure for those whose cases will be
closed due to their age or lack of continued need for services.

Contact Person: Elizabeth V. Hopper, Executive Director
Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed Children
1340 Pickens Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 253-6272
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LEGISLATION ESTAELISHING THE CONTINUUM OF CARE

ACT 431

(R.476, H3568) Introduced by Ways and Means Committee: An act to
establish the Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed Children, to
provide for a Governing body therefor to be known as the Policy Council, to
provide for an Advisory Council for this Governing body, and to provide for
the powers, duties, and functions of the Continuum of Care.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
Purpose:

Section 1. It is the purpose of this act to develop and enhance
the delivery of services to severely emotionally disturbed
children and youth and to ensure that the special needs of this
population are adequately met. To achieve this objective, the
Continuum- of Care for Emotionally Disturbed Children, hereafter
referred to as the Continuum of Care is hereinafter established.

Continuum of Care for Emotionally Disturbed Children created

Section 2. There is created the Continuum of Care for
Emotionally Disturbed Children with a governing board to be known
as the Policy Council. The Policy Council consists of ten
members as follows: the Governor or his designee, the
Commissioner of the Department of Mental Health, the Commissioner
of the Department of Social Services, the Commissioner of the
Department of Mental Retardation, the Commissioner of the
Department of Youth Services, the State Superintendent of
Education or his designee, the Chairman of the Joint Legislative
Committee cn Mental Health and Mental Retardation, the Chairman
of the Joint Legislative Camnittee on Children, a representative
of a school district serving severely emotionally disturbed
children appointed by the Governor; the President of the South
Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind, the Superintendent of Wil
Lou Gray Opportunity School, and the Superintendent of John de la
Howe School shall select from among themselves on a rotating
basis a representative to serve on the Policy Council for a three
year term.

The representative appointed by the Governor shall serve for a
term of three years and until his successor is appointed and
qualifies with the term to expire on June thirtieth of the
appropriate year.

The Policy Council shall elect from its members a chaiman who
will serve for a tem of two years. Two-thirds membership of the
Policy Council constitutes a quorum for the transaction of
business.
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The Policy Council shall meet at least six times annually and
more frequently upon the call of the chairman to review and
coordinate the activities of the Continuum of Care.

The Policy Council shall promulgate regulations and formulate all
necessary policies, procedures, and rules of administration and
operation to effectively carry out the objectives of this act.

Policy Council

Section 3. The Policy Council must be supported by an Advisory
Council of not less than ten members to be appointed by the
Governor. The Advisory Council must be representative of public
and private individuals who are knowledgeable in services to
emotionally disturbed children.

Terms of office for members of the Advisory Council are for three
years and until their successors are appointed and qualify,
except that of the initial appointments, the Governor must
designate one~third of the members to serve initial terms of one
year each, one-third to serve initial terms of two years each,
and the remainder to serve for initial terms of three years each.
The termms of all members of the Advisory Council expire on June
thirtieth of the appropriate year. Any vacancy must be filled by
the Governor for the remainder of the unexpired term.

The Advisory Council shall elect fram its members a chairman who
shall serve for a term of two years.

The Advisory Council shall meet at least quarterly or more
frequently upon the call of the chairman. The Policy Council
must meet at least quarterly with the Advisory Council.

Continuum to serve severely emotionally disturbed children

Section 4. The Continuum of Care shall serve children who, at
the time of application for services have been diagnosed as
severely emoticnally disturbed and who have exhausted existing
available treatment resources or services. Priority in the
selection of clients mist be based on criterion to be established
by the Continuum of Care.

Duties and functions of Continuum

Section 5. The Continuum of Care shall perform the following
duties and functions: '

(a) identify needs and develop plans to address the needs of
severely emotionally disturbed children and youth.

(b) coordinate planning, training, and service delivery among

public and private organizations which provide services to
severely emoticnally disturbed children and youth.
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(c) augment existing resources by providing or procuring
services, where possible, to complete the range of services
needed to serve this population; the scope of services shall
include but is not limited to the following:

(1) in-home treatment programs;

(2) residential treatment programs;
(3) education services; '

(4) counseling services;

(5) outreach services;

(6) volunteer and community services.

Under circumstances in which the Continuum of Care is unable to
procure needed services, it may provide the services until they
can be procured;

(@) direct provision of case management services; 4
(e) supervise and administer the development and operation of
the Continuum of Care activities and services on a statewide
regional basis.

Council may employ director

Section 6. The Policy Council is authorized to employ a director
to serve at its pleasure. The director shall employ staff as is
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. The funds for
the director, staff, an other purposes of the Continuum of Care
and Policy Council will be as provided by the General Assembly in
the annual general appropriations act.

Annual report

Section 7. The Policy Council shall submit an annual report to
the Governor and General Assembly on the activities of the
Continuum of Care and Policy Council.

‘Administrative support services
Section 8. The Department of Mental Health shall provide
administrative support services as are necessary to perform the
fiscal affairs of the Policy Council and Continuum of Care. This
does not provide the Department of Mental Health with regulatory
authority over the expenditure of funds, hiring of personnel, or
other policy and regulatory decisions.

Time effective

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon approval by the
Governor.

(Note: Act 431 was signed into law by Governor Richard Riley on May 23, 1986)
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TENNESSEE

Policy: Senate Bill 1861 was signed into law in April 1986 and became Public Chapter
837 (Tennessee Code Annotated Title 37, Chapter 1 and 2).

Parties involved: The departments of Corrections, Mental Health and Mental .
Retardation, Human Service, Education, Health and Environment are all potential
members of the case assessment/management teams.

Purpose: The Tennessee legislation establishes an Interdepartment Case
Assessment/Management Team (ICAM) that provides interdisciplinary investigations
and recommendations to the court for adjudicated youth. It allows the juvenile court
to order the ICAM to investigate and make a report of findings to aid the court in
decision making. In addition, if the court makes a disposition of a child’s case and
finds that more than one department is involved, then the court may order that the
child’s case be managed by the ICAM. Any involved ICAM agency may also request
case management services for a youth in custody.

The law specifically applies to children who are delinquent, unruly, dependent
or neglected. The operating procedures, however, suggest that an appropriate referral
be under the age of eighteen and "exhibit behavioral, emotional or social problems that
are disruptive to the child’s academic progress, family relationships, and/or peer
relationships, often to the point that said child is at risk for out-of-home placement."
The process is intended to serve children who have dual or multiple diagnoses and or
who have experienced numerous unsuccessful placements.

Process: ICAM teams are county based. The Department of Human Services names a
team for each child referred choosing from other departments as necessary. Transition
issues are raised as a child approaches the age of eighteen, although services may be
provided until the age of twenty-two. :

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The legislation makes no direct
mention of either emotional disabilities or transition as an issue. The process can be
used to support transition planning for children with emotional disabilities. Because
of its focus on adjudicated youth, it is somewhat limited in its ability to address the
needs of children with emotional disorders. In addition, the process of coordination
and planning is not automatic and must be invoked for each child who is seen as
needing it.

Contact person: Duane Doidge
Office of Children and Adolescent Services
Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation
James K. Polk State Office Building
505 Deaderick Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-5393

(615) 741-3708
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SENATE BILL NO. 1861
By Henry, Moore, Person
Substituted for: House Bill No. 1879
By Patterson, Murphv, Turner (Hamilton)

AN ACT Relative to juvenile courts and proceedings and to amend
Tennessee Code Annotaled, Title 37, Chapters 1 and 2.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-128, is amended
by redesignating the langunge of subsections (¢) and (d) as
subsections "(d)" and "(e)" respectively, and by inserting the
following new language, to be designated as subscetion "(c)™

{(¢) At any time that a child alleged to be delinquent,
unruly, dependent or negliected is brought before the court and
during the pendencyv of any proceeding, the court may request that
an investigation and report of findings of the child's condilion
and recommendations to aid the court in its disposition of the
child be made bv a team of representntives [rom the Departments of
Correction, Menta]l Health and Mental Retardation, lluman Services,
Education, Health and Environment, as named necessarv. The
Department of Human Services shall name the departments necessarv
for a proper team assessment of the child and shall convene the
Team. The Team shall, through collaborative methods, conduct the
investigation and make the report of {indings and recommendations
so 8s to present a multi-disciplinary assessment of the child's
condition snd needs. U special education services are deemed
necessary, then state and (ederal laws governing evaluation must
be [ollowed. A preliminarv report from the Teem shall be filed
with the court within ten (10) davs of the date of the court's
request, with the (inal report of findings being made no later
than thirty (30) davs from the date of the court's request.
Nothing in this subsection shall preclude the court from mnking
any other referral [or investigation or anv order for examination,
evalustion, or treatment as provided in this section or any other
section of Title 37, and referrals to the Team bv the court shall
"be restricted to the child for whom other referrals or orders (or
Investigation, examination, evalustion, or treetment are
Insufficient to rendcr a satisfactory report of findings, except
where a particular county court and its team representatives are
agreeable to less restrictive conditions for referrals.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annolated, Section 37-1-129, is amended
by redesignating the language of subsection (e) as subsection "({)*
and by lInserting the following new language, to be designated as
subsection "(e)",

(e) 1 the court finds that the child is delinquent,
dependent or neglected or unruly and makes a disposition of
commitment ol custody to any department of state government and in
the evidence presented in hearings under subsections (b) and (¢)
there is need for the involvement of more than one department of
stale government to mect the child's nceds, then the court mav
order that the child's case be managed by an Interdcpartmental
Case Mansgement Team. The Department of Human Services shall name
the departments nccessary to the Team according to the court's
findings of the child's needs and shail convene the Team. The Teem
shall have authority to arrange services needed by the child as
directed by the court, except il there is a [inding that Special
Education Services are necessary, state and federsl laws governing
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SB 1861

plocement must be followed. U any department disarrees with or is
unshle to provide the services determined by the Tesm es nceding
to be ellected [or the child, then appesl must be made within [live
{5) devs following the Team's [(inal determinantion to & review
committee made up of the Commissioners of the Departments of
Correction, Mental Tienlth and Mentinl Retardation, Humnan Serviees,
Educnation, liealth snd Environment and chaired by the Executive
Director of the Tennessee Commission on Children's Services. The_
review commitlee shall review the oppeal and make & finding, which
shall be binding, within [liftecn (15) doys of reccipt of the
appeal. The Interdepartmental Tesm may request the court's review
of the child's case at anv time the child's needs are believed no
longer sppropriste to the directives of the court and mav at that
time request relief from all or s part of the case management
responsibilities. Nothing in this subsection shall preclude the
court {rom msking eny other disposition of the child as provided
in this section or any other section of Title 37, and an order by
the court for Interdepartmental Case Management shall be
restricted to the ehild for whom other dispositions are
insufficient to render a salis{sctorv arrangement of services for
the child.

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-161(a), Is
emended by deleting the existing lenguege in its entirety and
substituting instead the {ollowing:

There is hereby established a reimbursement account which
shall be composed of such smount of state funds as are aliocsted
bv the Children's Services Commission from the [und eppropristed
for countv supplements in Section J7-1-162 and an sllocation of
{eders] funds, il any, provided under the Juvenile Justice and
Delinqueney Prevention Act formuia grant funds. The reimbursement
account shall be used to provide [inancial assistance to eounties
for removing children {rom adult jails.

SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annétsted. Section 37-1-181(b), is
amended by adding the following sentence 8t the end of the existing
provisions:

A child who meets the eriteris of Section 37-1-114(¢), for
placement in 8 secure facilitv and who is taken inlo custody in &
county that has established & secure juvenile detention [acility
since the passare of lerisiation in 1883 which prohibits the
placement of children in adult jgils may, with the approval of the
Juvenile court having jurisdiction in the matter, receive non-
secure alternstive services provided through the reimbhursement
account,

SECTION 5. In eccordance with Article I, Section 24, of the
Constitution of Tennessee, this ect shall be null and void unless
there |Is a specific appropristion included in the General
Appropriations Act to fund its estimated cost.

SECTION.G.. This set shall take effect January 1, 1987, the publie
wellare requiring it.
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SENATE BILL NO. ___ 1861

PASSED: Apyil 3 1994
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WASHINGTON

Policy: In 1984 a Transition Joint Agreement was signed. This was followed in 1987
by a resolution (Senate Resolution 1987-8639) that anticipated the need to serve the
special education population after leaving the school system and mandated the
development of a statewide transition plan.

Parties involved: The Transition Joint Agreement was signed by the Division of
Special and Professional Programs, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and the
Division of Developmental Disabilities. The 1987 resolution requires that the
Department of Public Instruction, the Department of Social and Health Services and
the Developmental Disabilities Planning Council work together to conduct a study.
The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction includes both special education
and vocational education. The Department of Social and Health Services includes the
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) and the Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation (DVR).

Purpose: The Transition Joint Agreement (1984) encouraged local communities to
work together to ensure a successful transition from school to work. Local
communities were encouraged to develop three way cooperative agreements among
DDD, DVR and the school district. A model agreement and an actual one are
included here. This approach to transition planning was only partially accepted by
local communities and only a few agreements were ever developed. The 1987
resolution directed the departments to work together to gather data on the services
needed by special education students as they leave school, to gather data on sheltered,
supported or competitive employment and to develop a plan for a statewide transition
system.

Process: The process associated with the new state plan is still being developed. The
1984 model agreement suggested that representatives from DDD, DVR and the school
district meet at the beginning of the school year to share information on their
respective programs, eligibility requirements and services. School staff would then
identify students with disabilities who might be appropriate for services and were
entering their last two years of school. These students would be screened by either
DDD or DVR. A meeting would be held with the student, parent and appropriate
agency representatives to determine if a referral was warranted. During the student’s
last two years in school, either DDD or DVR would process students’ applications for
adult services and preparation for some of these services might be built into the
Individualized Education Program. This approach was developed within school
districts and since 1984 was modified and adapted by other school districts in
Washington.

Relevance to children with emotional disabilities: The sample agreements explicitly
include emotional disabilities as one of the learning disabilities that is to be
considered. The Mental Health Division, however, is not specifically included either
in the Transition Joint Agreement, the resolution or in the recommended local
agreements. This process does not exclude children with emotional disabilities and
could address their needs, particularly those who are in the school system or have an
Individualized Education Program. The planning process that is underway is inclusive
and will probably respond to the needs of children with emotional disorders.

Contact person: Carla Jackson
Transition Coordinator
Division of Special Services and Support Programs
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
Old Capitol Building, FG-11
Olympia, Washington 98504

(206) 753-6733
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Transition from School to Work

August 27, 1984

The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, the Office of Superintendent

of Public Instruction and the Division of Developmental Disabilities are
working together to ensure that youth with disabilities have a success-

ful transition from school to work. Our intention is:

-  to ensure appropriate transition of secondary students with
a disability from high school to employment,

- to increase valid referrals from school districts to DVR and DDD,

- to focus on suitable employment throughout the
transition process and beyond.

We are pleased that some of you have already done considerable work on
transition. For those who do not have a cooperative agreement in place,
we encourage the development of three-way cooperative agreements at the
local or regional level, involving DDD, DVR, and school districts. A
sample model agreement is enclosed which can be adapted to meet local
needs. Please send to Les James any agreements you develop, and he will
share them with Dr, Schrag, Dr. Kirsch and Mr. Stern.

Sincerely,

DIV. OF SPECIAL SERVICES DIV. OF VOCATIONAL DIV. OF DEVELOPMENTAL
AND PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS REHABILITATION DISABILITIES

Quaip . phrag. AL SE=
Judy A. Schrag Les ohn Stern

Assistant Superintendent ssistant Director
0ld Capitol Bldg., FG-11 OB 21C 0B-42C
Olympia, Wa 98504 Olympia, Wa 98504 Olympia, Wa 98504

AN

Gregory/Kirsch

Director of Special Education
O0ld Capitol Bldg., FG-11
Olympia, Wa 98504
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HY. LEGISL4-
of the rl,Ré'

By Senator Gaspard

VHEREAS, There are large numbers of special education students who are
in need of services that will assure their effective transition from the
public school systes to community prograss, eaployment and support
systeas; and

VHEREAS, There {s not data now available that illuminates the nature
or magnitude of the problem, if one exists; and

WHEREAS, It is believed that large numbers of former special education
students are not now, but could be, gainfully eaployed with assistance
froa 8 coordinated systea of transition; and

WHEREAS, ‘me- tise, money, and effort of speclal education prograas
should not be diminished by the failure of a transition between the

.4 Classroos and life after the classroos; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Washington State Senate
requests that the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the
Department of Social and EBealth Services (including the Division of
Developsental Disabilities and the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation)
and tha Developmental Disabilities Planning Council conduct a study:

. (1) to gather data on special education relating to services acquired
and services needed by thess students upon leaving the public school:
systea; - -

) (2) to gather data relating to sheltered, supported or coapetitive
employment obtained;

(3) to develop the basis of a plan that would create an effective
statewide transition system for special education students as they exit
the public school system; this plan would include a resource analysis and
legal review of agency WACS and guidelines currently affecting transition;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the results of such study, together with
any recoamendations therefrom, be presented to the Washington State Senate
by Decesber, 1988.

= I, 31d Snyder, Secretary of the Senate,
4 do hereby certify that this is a true and
| correct copy of Senate Resolution 1987-8639,
" adopted by the Senate April 16, 1987.

L~

SID §
Secretary of the Senate
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SAMPLE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between

THE DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, DSHS
and

THE DIVISION OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, DSHS

and

SCHOOL DISTRICT #

The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR), the Division of Developmental

Disabilities (DDD), and School District # agree to

cooperate in providing appropriate rehabilitation, transition and referral ser-
vices to students who are physically, mentally and emotionally disabled in order
to ensure their entry into suitable employment. It is mutually agreed that the

following steps are to be utilized to‘accomplish that goal.

I. At the beginning of each school year, representatives of DVR and DDD will
meet with appropriate school personnel, i.e., counselors, psychologists, prin-
cipals and special education staff to provide for them an overview of their

Tespective programs, including eligibility requirements and services offered.

ITI. Following the presentation by DDD and DVR staff, school staff will identify
students with disabilities who are perceived as appropriate referrals either to
DVR or to DDD. These students should have entered their two last years of
school. Lists of appropriate student names will be forwarded with parental
approval to the DVR and the DDD staff by October 15th of that year. There will
be a three way screening process with DVR, DDD and designated school personnel
for a preliminary conversation to attempt referral. Eligible students will be

assigned a DVR or a DDD staff person by their respective supervisors.
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IfI. The DDD or DVR representative, the school representative, the student and
the parent/guardian will meet to determine whether the suggested referral is
appropriate. The parent/guardian will sign a release of information form so that

needed school file materials may be shared with the DDD or BVR staff.

IV. The supervisors of the DVR and DDD local offices will assign available
staff to provide services assigned for referral to each agency. Additional staff

will be assigned as needed and/or available.

V. DVR and DDD staff may offer to provide consultive services such as DVR/DDD
referral information and community vocational resources as appropriate to school
staff involved in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) during the last two years

of school.

VI, During the student's last two years of school, the DVR and DDD staff will
process the student's application for adult services. The student, school and
parent/guardian will be notified of the decision on eligibility no later than

March 31st of the last year of school, but preferably much earlier.

VII. During the last two years of school, DVR and DDD may provide services as
developed in the Individual Service Plan (ISP) or the Individual Written Reha-
bilitation Program (IWRP). Elements of the ISP and/or IWRP may be addressed in
the student's IEP. To the extent that these elements are included in the IEP,

they remain the responsibility of the school district.
VIII. DDD and DVR will assume responsibility for services to persons found

eligible for their services as indicated in the ISP/IWRP. Parents/family will

also be requested to assume some responsibility, as appropriate.
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IX. In order to assist mutually in program planning, school districts included
in this agreement will conduct an annual survey of studentstith disabilities
prior to their last two years of school, sharing this information with both DDD
and DVR and indicating numbers, types of disabilities, and anticipated service

needs. This information will be available to adult providers by December 15th of

each year,

X. Representatives of DVR and DDD will meet no later than April 30th of each
year with designated school staff to assess the effectiveness of this agreement
and the appropriateness of renewing it. Changes may be made at that time,
Termination may be effected by notifying the other two parties to the agreement

by March 30th of any year,

Name Name Name

Representing Representing Representing

School Dist. # Division of Voc. Rehab, Div. of Develop. Disab.
Address: Address: Address:
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June, 1987

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE:
{DIST. NAME) School District #e—
Region (#) State Division of Developmental Disabilities(DDD Field Services),
and Region (#) State Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR)

The (ST NAME) School District and Region (#) State divisions of
Developmental Disabilities (DDD) and Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) agree to
cooperate in providing appropriate rehabilitation, transition and referral
services to eligible (bsT NAME). students who may have a physical, mental,
emotional and/or a learning disability in order to assist their entry into
suitable employment. It is mutually agreed that the following steps are to be
utilized by said agencies to accomplish that goal.

I. This agreement (for DDD eligibility requirements) is limited to those
persons who are either: '
A. At least 19 for whom a transition I.E.P. has been developed (with
anticipated age-out at 21); or
B. At least 16 for whom a transition I.E.P. is being developed (with
graduation anticipated at age 18).

II. In order to mutually assist in program planning, (BIST-NAME) i11
conduct an annual survey of students with disabilities prior to their
last two years in school. This information will be shared with DVR
and DDD during October of each school year and indicate numbers of
students and their types of disabilities.

III. At the beginning of each school year, representatives of DDD and DVR
will meet with appropriate school personnel, i.e., counselors,
psychologists, principals, and special education staff to provide for

- them an overview of the DVR and DDD programs, including eligibility
requirements and services offered.

Iv. Following the meetings with DVR and DDD, {bis%. NAME) staff will identify
students who have entered their last two years of school and who are
perceived as potential referrals to DDD or DVR.

V. A transition team of persons representing {PIST NAME) DDD and DVR will
be formed to annually screen students to determine the appropriate
service provider (i.e. DDD or DVR) for the student upon graduation.
At least one person will be appointed by each agency to serve on the
team and act as on-going liaison in the transition process.

A. (disT KAME) _ yil]l obtain releases for and provide a list of those
students to be screened by DDD and DVR at least one week prior to the
annual screening meeting.

B. (DSt MAME) agrees to furnish to the transition team available
educational, psychological, medical and vocational information to
assist the team in making their determination.
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vI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

(dSTUAME)  will designate one person to act as the transition liaison

with DDD and DVR. In addition, one person from each of the (#2 high
schools will be identified as the transition representative to give
input to the transition liaison and, whenever possible, meet with the
transition team.

The supervisors of the Region () DDD and DVR offices will assign a DDD
case manager and a DVR counselor to act as the liaisons with the
school district.

The DDD and DVR liaisons agree to provide screening, referral
information, eligibility determination and consultative services to
parents and school staff regarding community vocational services.

Once a student is determined eligible for either DDD or DVR services,
the school, student, and parent/guardian will be notified of the
decision of either DDD or DVR eligibility within 10 working days of
that decision. Following the eligibility determination, implementation
of the transition plan could include:

DVR may provide services as developed in the Individual Written
Rehabilitation Program (IWRP), including vocational assessments;

DDD may provide services as developed in the Individual Service Plan
(ISP). For individuals living in DDD funded residential programs,
this may include residential skills traing (i.e., grooming and
mobility) at the student's residence.

Elements of the IWRP or the ISP may be addressed in the student's
I.E.P.. To the extent that these elements are included in the I.E.P.,
they may remain the responsibility of the school district.

DDD and/or DVR may assist in the development or modification of
transition I.E.P.s as needed.

DDD, DVR and {DIST. NAME) will work together to facilitate appropriate
residential staff and/or guardian/parent involvement in carrying out
responsibilities as may be described in the transitional plan.

It is recognized that not all identified students will need services
beyond high school and that some graduates may require services from
more than one agency upon graduation. It is also recognized that
eligibility for DDD does not guarantee that vocational and residential
services will be provided.

The transition liaisons from DDD, DVR, and the (diS%- NRME) School
District will meet no later than March 31st of each year with
designated school staff (at least the transition reps from the high
schools) to assess the effectiveness of this agreement and the
appropriateness of renewing it. Changes may be made at that time.
Termination may be effected by providing a 30 day notice in writing to
all parties in the agreement.

(signature page attached)
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SIGNATURE PAGE FOR:
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE:

. {disT. Name) School District, #____
Region . State Division of Developmental Disabilities

(DDD Field Services), and
Region . State Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR)

We, the undersigned, agree to the attached Memorandum of Understanding:

( NATIE) , Director of Special Programs,
School District #

S —

Dated

(NAME ) , Regional Administrator, Region .., DVR
Dated

/NAME , Regional Administrator, Region _.., DDD
Dated
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